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AMBAsA10 NA hEIREANN . LONOAIN 

• 
IRISH EMeASSY. LO NOON . SECRET - BY COURIER SERVICE 

t~ C 

? Februar y 1988 

Dear Assistant Secre t ar y 

!l.!' i tj. e~ Cabinet __ discus i::ion on St a l ker/Sampson, __ Thursda__y_,_ 4 Februari 

I met Andrew EacKay in the Commons on Thursday afternoon . He told me the following : 

1 
1 
I 

He 2nd King had yesterday evening compar ed notes of King ' s impressi ons on his 

return fr om Belfast and lfacKay ' s impres s ions fol lowi ng our conversa tion 

ys sterday (reported to you), Thei r notes , s aid MacKay , t a.llied pretty exactly 

as t o t he s eri ousness of the situa tion and Ki n; s aid that this a t leas£ was 

useful . 

The item cFune low (i.e . late) on the Cabinet agenca which wa s domina ted by 

other matt ers including , particularly , the health s ervice situ&tion an0 the IL~A . 

King nreported fac tually on the Bel fast meetin. , pulling no punches as to the 

seriousness with which he viewed the present situa tion . You can be sure of 

thc.t o II 

She r esponded i mmedie.tely with some very harsh t hinr s about !-':inister Collins 's 

I 

r emarks ab out Patrick Mayhew , which she had hers<?. lf heard. In Kin6 ' s words 

to MacKay , "she went off the wall" . King s aid tha t this is not likely to get 

out , but "when the histories come to be written it will be seen how much this 

has affect ed the whole thing" . 

King said thB t if the Pr ime Minis ter and the TaoiseFJ.ch meet in Brussels next 

·1 
week , no ma tter wha t the situa tion is overal l , she may very well lead off very 

' str ongly on this point . MacKay said his i nstinc t t old him that thi s was right ' 
l and that she may be expe c ted to blow up i n the first i nstance . 

... / 
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There was not much discucsion on King's report. There was no dissent from 

his estina tion of the ser i ousness of the situation; nor was t:'lere any 

suggestion that the pr esent si t ua tion Cno pr osecutions , no publicat ion) could 

or should change . 

I tes t ed MacKay , gently , several t i mes on the procedural decision at the end 

of the Cabine t 's discussion of this point . He said he did not expect the 

Cabine t to look at it again (there is, in any event , no Cabinet meeting 

schf;duled before next hiednesday) o He did not confirm that a Ce..binet sub-

Committee mi ;;::h t mee t (I di d not ask this di rec tly although I used the t erm in 

pa,'.:'s i ng severa l times) , but he said onc e thc3t "I expect Tom will have some 

helpn . (Note : it i s only e.n i mpression bu t , for whP-.t it is ,-:or th, MacKay left 

t he feeling t hat the responsibility for the response to Dublin i s left to King 

hims elf . This i mnression coul d , however, be wrong .) I pressed from a different 

angle , SU." '::e 1= ting t:1a.t Dublin clePrly expe cted a _Government.a l response , tha t 

it w2,s our strong vi e1,1 , 1;1hich rms t be very cle~,r , th ::: t the wi des t politica l 

questions were ra i ~ed which n ecessitated this . MacKay sai d he woul d not 

di sagree wi th this but the f act sure ly i s the - the Government has consider ed 

':'om King ' s r eport . He then sai d " \·fo will hav::· to see what comes out of that 

but you can t ake it t ta t Tom King is very bus~r . 11 

I did not think i t wise to e.sk him whether Mayhew had been at the C:3.binet meeting 

or not. On ffoyh ew , howe ver, MacKay and I agreed on one point 1.vhich i s small in 

itself but telling in i t s way: at P . M.'s question time to6ay , in r esponse to a 

question by t he Li beral Alex Carlile about 3t a lker /.3arnps on Cand she s t ood firmly on 

the previ ous l y sb: ted -p os ition), she very clearly l a i d the :'le2,viest e]:!k"llliIBis on 
11My Ri ght ~.Q_n_<?~r:'.?:!?J.~ and le2.rned friend the Attorney Gen-::ra l 11

• Th"?re was no 

mi sta.king this deliter2.te and emph2.. tic supportive stres s . MacKay f elt tha t it only 

goes to show further tha t her support for lfayhew ancI hi s deci s ion are unequivocal . 

Conclusion 

King reported ~retty f a ithfully the substance and seriousness of the s i tuotion, 

and Dub lin' s expec ta t ions are &. t least on boar d ; 

the F . H. r '=ac t ed very hotly to Minister CDllins's rer.iark about Mayhew; 

... / 
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··no Ministers urge d ~ i the£ :chrmg e in the position as stated by Mayhew on 

prosecutions or publication, or consider ation by the Cab inet sub-Committe~of 

a co-ordina ted response (the last point is not certa in); 

King , perheps with some help , "is ve ry busy" and , it would seem, is not being 

herded by other Ministe::-s such as Howe or nurd in the p r eparation of the r e sponse 

for next ',vednesds.y , al though he may well seek their advice. 

if the T.:..;_ois eE.ch a nc. the Prime l".inistAr mee t a t next Wt?ek s Summit, King and 

MacKay would exTJe ct h <:: r to lesd off by ventila.t ing her feelings about the 

Nini s t er for J ust i. ce ' s r emark Bbou t r-'.a.yhew. 

Yours sincerely 
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