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AMBASAID NA 1-,E1REANN . LONOAJN 

IRtSH EMBASSY. LONDON . 

2. b January 1988 

17 Grosvenor Pla ce 

SWIX 7HR 

CONFIDENTIAL - BY COURIER SERVICE 

Dear Assistant Secretary 

St a lker/Sampson: a word with Lord Havers 

Havers said again (he mentioned this in confidence previously when he was 

At torney Gener al) that there was enough on the file to warrant prosecutions up 

to Superintendent or Chief Euperintendent level in the RUC, but Hermon himself 

was not involved. 

He had , he said, deci ded tha t in the case of the Toman, McKerr and 3urns killings, 

there should be prosecutions of t hree RUC officers for the Toman killing. He had, 

he sa i d , been under pressure at that time from wi thin the RUC not to go for 

prosecutions, but he ignored it. 

He sa i d that if he were now the Attorney General he could not have t aken the 

s ame de ci s ions as those announced by Patrick Mayhew. He could certainly not go 

along with the suppression of prosecutions in the case of perversion of justice. 

He was very s trong on this point. 

He asked me not to convey these comme nts on our "Needham m1: chine " . 

Yours sincerely 

{ z. :-..:~'- '-c. \~Lv~ 
Richard Ryan 
Counsellor/ 
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