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1 'nle SDLP has studied the document presented to us by both Union! st 
P8l'tiea and appreciatee that 1 t 1a a serious tffort by those parties 
to break ·down the barrit:rs that •tand in the .,,~ of dialoeue. 

2 izl1e SLLP has no objec.tit':!: to using the p,,riod b9tween meet1 ngs ot 
the Anglo-Irish Conferen::e in order to have talks between the parties 
but we would not wish to give any impression whatsoever that the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement i:zu ite worklnge had been suspended. In the 
8DLP view the other prop,aale in the Unionist document are designed 

/ 
to give th::it 1mprees1on and lack ox-edibility insofaz- as they imply 
that the .full t'aots ehou.!d be kept from the public. we believe that 
such en approach is neit:.er possible nor desirable. 

3 '.Ille SDLP therefore teel ~at it would be much more credible and much 

I more honest for the part!ee to openly declare that they were going to 
engage in tallca oomplete.:r outside the frociework of the Anglo-Irish '8reement. 

4 We ebould dechre that ills approach is accepted by all parties as 
without preJudice to the attitudes of any of the parties to the Anglo-Irish Agreement. 

5 We should declare that Ot: objective in these talks would bo to achieve 
an agreement that · will transcend in importance axiy previous aareement 

/ ever. made and that the ag,nda of the talku will addroea all of the rel
ationships that oan oontr!bute to the realisation of peaoe""end stability • 

. . 

6 '!he SDLP believe that suet an approach will not compromise in any way 
the stated positions oft!.~ parties in relation to the Anglo-Irish 
J.ereement. 'lhe partiea h~e already on a number of occasions, outside 
the 1'ramewor k of the Agreenent and w1 tbout reference to it 

I 
indicated 

their willingness to oome to6ether to address serious economic problems. 
We wonld believe tha.t our !lectorate ~uld therefore see no diffioul ty 
in the parties adopting the srune approach about what are matters of life and death. 

7 The SDLP believe that in t::e interests of everyone, before the talks 
· ·b~gin the parties sb_ould ~ee on the 111echa.:aisma whereby any- agreements 

reached should be endorsed by the people. 
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