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-AMBASAID NA hEIREANN . LONDAIN 7 Gro~venor Place 

S\v'IX 7HR 
. '\.-, . 

IRISH EMBASSY. LONQSl<I . - CON? IDENr i l\L - BY COURI ER :.:~VI CE 

' ( { 

~ 9 January 1988 

Deer lssi stant SecretRry 

A meeting with Riche.r d Needhe,m, M.P. 2 PUS/NIO. 

1. N<::edhe m said King sha red his str ong view that the Mayhew statement got 

everything wr cng end th.,;; t non-con.:,ul t e. tion beforehe.nd with Dublin was 

intolerable. 

I 
2. He a ckno1., ledged t ha t the Sirr.,ingham .Six judgement coul d not hDve come a t a 

;;crse rlis own ac.vi ce, hm-:ever, f or wh, ''. it 1t12 s •.,.1orth, would be that \·1e 

would get nowhere by _c i rectly impugning t he l ol'.'d Chief Ju s tice's integrity: 

tha t if Dublin sough t a poli t icGl ro1,;1 with Lon,} on on the issue, London would 

tlose in around Lo~d l 2ne. He a lso ment ioned Cas di d t wo other cont acts) tha t 

P.:ur d himself has come round to the view that the Six are guilty (this would 

cle ~rly h2 ve i mplica tions for t he ques t ion of a po?s ible te cis ion in the future 

by Hurd to r el ease them). 

3. On .':talker/Sampson, he said that King will fully expect our Ministers 11 to come 

in very hare." next TuesdBy. "You mus t work out very clearly wh ~·t you want -

/ m~ke the list clear - anc go for it~" He repeated several times his certainty 

that King sympa thises with our position, unders tands the possible implications 

of what has happened, f.nd wou l d be very anxious to co what he can to put thins-s 

right. I pressed him on the l ast point, setting out the obvious overall 

requirements as listed by the Taoiseach earlier in the day • 
• 

4. Needham said th2t ~e had one suggestion to make: that we should, inter alia , 
... 

demand the proscrbtion of the UDA . He felt that this should be helpful. I 

asked him 

... / 
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2 . 

why don't t hey do this t hemselves if he is so kee n on i t? \~y i s pr es sure 

fr om us nr; eded? 

.. 
- Even if i t were done, wha t would it a chi eve i n t er ms of r es t oring conf i dence 

i n the ~UC which is , s u~ely , wha t t he pr esent cris i s centr e s on? 

Se sai d he f elt i t could be hel pful, and coul d in pr es en t ci r cums t anc es be 

a t t ain f.",bl e . 

5 . He 3p.j. d t h2 t Ki ng i s i n no doubt ahcut the i mp l i ca.t i ons of Mayhew' s e t e. te::ient 

for s·9 cur i ty co- oper a t i on. =<: i ng and Ste.nley have been delighted wi th t h e hi gh 

level of co-oper a t i on r e centl y , 2nd the Five Fingers find was a ''godsend '' . King 

wi ll be rn os t anxi ous to do anything in hi s power t o re - bui l d the basis of tha t 

o- op"c r cJ. tion . 

5 . I pe r :n i t t ed "lysel f to s uge:est t ha. t r-:ayhe w' s s t::- +:e r ent ,·:as ;,sli ck" i n i t s 

con.:,t r uc tion . Fur ther, I said t ha t hi s hsn::'! l i n-; of t he extr 2.d i t i on m& tter r c:. i sed 

2.. me,3Snre c f dr,ub t i n :ny ::i i nd 2.n d I f elt I !: ":,:: -o SE Y th <> t thi s douht - ab out 

~h~t he r overAll Ang}? ~I riEh re l a ti ons and requ i~emen ts a~ e being borne pos i t i vely 

in ~ind , or not - i s hein~ some what r e inforced by thi s b~siness . Needham l ooked 

me stn=i i gh t i n eye and s e.i d : "I he .::: r wha t you s ay ,: nd I have to 2_,i ree . I'll 

t ell you one thing , t hough: Ma yhew has the l edy hehind him.' ' ( I t ook t he l a s t 

point t o mean not so much thP. t Mr r: Thetcher posi t;i Je ly e,gr ses 1,:i t h t he ce t 2.il of 

r,:a y:1e i·' ' s pos i t ion; r a ther t hE,t he enj oys her full confi dence and knm-1s that she 

wi l l b2ck hi m - as she di d on extradition. ) 

7. Neecham sai d tha t it would be r eesonab l e f or us to F,s s ur.i e the t s.11 3.cti ons on 

the British s i de a r e f ully co-ordina ted , bu t t hi s is s i mply not a l ~~ys t he case: 

thi s lates t probl em re flects unila t eral a c t i on by Mayhew withou t the sort of 

pr ior consultati ons with other ~~nis t ers conc er ned whi ch mi ght r eas onably be 

ex:_::,ected t o have ts ken ph ce . I r~ s uonded tha.t i f :Cubli n a c t ed i n thi s way t he 

Bri t i sh s i de w,;ml d hammer us wi t hout mercy . He 2.gT ' ec , and C-=me back t o wh3. t 

ca n best be done to r e t r ieve the s itua tion. He rei t erat ed hi s convi c ti on the t 

](ing will be mos t conc erned to be as helpful a s pos s i ble, and he again ~rged us 

t o cons i der demanding , inter alia , the pr escripticn of t he UDA . 

Yours sincer e ly 

i/ j A ' '\ - ·~ • l .. f') , c_ 
' .. ......-1.,.,t_. • ..... .,. ' • ., l. - , _ 

Ri char d Ryan 
Counsellor ./'/ ,/ · 
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