
Reference Code:  

Creation Dates:  

Extent and medium: 

Creator(s):  

2018/28/2298 

7 December 1988 

4 pages 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 
reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 



- ' • J. Joo-J.c::.-.i.c .i..i.•._:oc::. n.1-=ic.i._.1 1· 1nrt.1rJ.c:1-LJ 

' . . f 

REMARKS BY AMBAS 
' 

CHAMBER OF GOtr~'-""~ 

First of all, I'd like '. to 

becoming Ambassador 
- - ii -

Northern Irelanq • .. ; 
7 

In fact, this is my 

invitation of the Cha · 

fabled Isle, you mu~t-

In my brief remarl,{s t ~~Y! 

noticed over th~ p~s~ ·fjye;: 

you with a bit of a~Vi f: _ 

t 

do so. Fi r st, t~ough1 !Vitt t to: tel 
i t ~ .,, 

supporter of Norcthtrn I dil · · 
I ~ '. 

~ . !+ ~ 

011 0 p!'loud, ha11dwotifli 

mention one in partic 

know of no-one who 
; 

Ulster. 

Si r Kennet h has ~or 

prov ince. He has ;de 
and has been gen~io 

economically d~rtvi't 

His acco mplishments 

the special character 

salute you, Sir ~e~na 

. ;. ;; . ... ..... 

' ' ;~ 

! L !'-

i -~ 
I 
I • 

I-~ ; 
I: ' • 

' I: i I 1 

l I 
t .. 1 
i i 
I , 
I . i 
j' i i 
t ' i 

~ev. ·. 
t(, l98& 

7 December 1988 

' ~ ~RICE,· II, AT THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
' . ' 

U . ~, LUNCfi TODAY: 
i 

' ' ' .I detson, the Preeident of the t-..Jorthern Ireland 

ist1'4n~heon. 1 'think most of you know that, since 

erri~ triducti:n~ a n_ot so :secret "love affair" with 

f r:Jnco and' three of them hove been at the ts ~ecome somewhat biased in favour of this 

bl~f' 
tfli i,ou about some of the hopeful changes I've 

e

1
,_Pfo}ince: -~hen - inevitably - I'd like to leave 

:·~P~h friends over the years t~at ! feel free to 

o ~~y I've become such an $v1d and outspoken 
' ' . t 

- · --: -;! • ' . 

l ·:~ f 
F ., -~ 
;. . ; l . 

n(l~ tf,at the people .. folks such as yourselves -

0 I!' toemanL T hnr,A yni I \Mill f''l<l"'t IRR mf'l if f 

n ~o :be here today • Sir Kenneth Bloomfield. I 
.. .t 

:t~e stren~tth and courage of the people of 
' ·ci 
• I . .... 

. : j 
... f 

. f 

np ~ politlcial solution to the problems of the 

rtb41ng the gap between the two communities 

i h: IJ,e plight of those living in Ulster's most 
' I .. --+ . 

' .;. ~ . 
j .. ! 
f · ' .I 

hf H the Northern lrelilnd Civil Service reflect 

e-_p~ople who live _here. I would therefore like to 

1f ,;;1t, Lady Elizabeth. • , 

• · ' i 

l
l f i 
.I 1 
. ' t . . ; ©NAI/DFA/2018/28/2298
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1' ' " "T ' ~ ~·· t:l ;· 
l ·, F ;. 
f .cc, . . t !· _.. r-· . ... . 

Now, I'll turn to spm ;~( he posl 
t: : ... · 

easier for an ocdasfori"" . ~'lis dr iike 
. ' 'i ' ~ 

And I've seen some ;rifp fa " 
; f . ~' 
:. ;: : .7 

. . ~ 1 { r . . . 
As I walk along th'e s rfie of 'Bel 

• _ ~ l _ 1 .L .i . _. . 
spirit of hope that . pr v;air here. . . . ! . ·, . ' 

~- . :i · : 'i:' : ·. 

conceived publi~ h?~:~i ~! ;; ne~: cit 
waterfront all test(fy . cl y .: r .COtflm 

:. t : : .. 

I :. , 
J :: 

. t ~ ·.. : . 
Then there is th~ ~ay l.~r er ~on 

' : i: ::. 

\ 

Jack Hermon, the RU f ~ ~- bee.om . 
not flawless - no poll _fof. e is.- t 

L. : 
well-organised terrori 

divided community~ · 
~ :g: 
. ij, -

j i .. · 
( ; . 

I; -. 
I also see the Gov~rn $n( 

t. f ~ ~~ 

a number of dlff~r~ t: :Y>!; YQ. ~sp 
. : .. ! : -

example is the recent pro 
; +--1- . 

existing law agains'.t r. f~i: 
~ ; -; 

I· i' .,. 
To be successfu'l, ~ha \~gr 
encouraged to lea~.n t 4~ t 
operating with the '. go Jr.n 

, I, .. 
. ' ~ . -. 

- " ... . ! - ,. 
.. • .. ,N, 

TherB is also the ae~ M,f' ent . ~f i 
i ' i' ' ,. . 

about this being a: pa 1¢e;~ t db. r 

see ing Catholic a,:id . r!qt. 
morning at Lag~m tel ehef 

. . ! : ~: 
I : ~

Another change t~at . q.c:l~: well_ for 
. '. , . . 

I've taken a per.so~a1 t~r.· t lri th ! : .; · ... 
one hundred and twe · y: ni 111an. do 

acute budget st~inpen ~ ·ef 
! ; 
i ' 

~ -· . ! 'I' 
i: 
1 · 
1 '. ! , 
1 ' ·. r: 
I' ; .. 

H :¥. 
; ~- ~ 
I, ' 

J ~- ~-· 

.IJ1ges 1•v8 seen here. Sometimes it's a bit 

e i·o,~ n,,iasure the pace and scope of these things. 

t~"t"'· Let me describe a few. 

stL r lm impressed by tl'le economic growth and 

wr~s~urants, modern shopping complexes, well

hf~ei~al, and ~!11aglnativ~ plans to redevelop the 

nt 11o· the futt..1re of Belfast. 
' t 
. i 

' .o I 

b l~r~. Under the leadership of my good friend, 

n b~ the be$t police forces in the world. While 
:.r i 

UC: ls coping effectively with the challenge of 

.• t: J,e same time, providing fair policing ln a 
~ .1 .. . . 

· n,~Uahmerr\~~ 
. I 

.. .... 
: ' i . 
• - It la warklng to improve the quality of life in 

; : ! . 
la ly for the province's poorest citizens. One 

. _, -i . . .. . . 
Liei,n's speech for legislation to strengthen the 

. ; l . .. 

n ~ip1 ln emplcymant • 
. . c • 

. ' 

ted!the support of the private sector. And I am 

l s;s,; lncludlng many of you here today, are co

t at ft works ln the way it is intended. 

l : 1 : 
efr~ttd schools. While I am under no delusions 

. ! 
rp {t .;as a giarit step In the right direction. Just 

r4n ·studying Qnd playing together, as I did this 

$~e~ptimistlc about your future. 
. i 
: ! 
pr6vince is the International Fund for Ireland. 

~ 1 . . 
. ·i .· 

u ·d;b)cause my Government lias contributed ov0r 

ri. tt it. And, we have done so during a period of 

.. 
. , l 

. , ·I 
.. _ t 
; i 

1 
'l 
J ., ! 
! 
j 
f 
I 

r 1 
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i.: _-_ 
i 1 .: r i ··· 
,. ! · : ' ; . · - r1 :: 
1. 

In rny opinion thls ~up rt ;-ill conti 
,. - 7 • .. 

the Prirne Minis~er: o~. '11!r;;. islt_, to 
number of indivtdufi!ls ~'Ho ·. 1B ~dv 

concern for the ~e~pl~t JJ ·~ ~th~rn 

appropriate and po*ibl {~o; e of:hal 
l ~ ~· 

Why have we contribu ed t 
~ ]I ! . :. 

hope that it stimul~t t: 4 onornlc 

Ireland. We also hop, it ' U eoco 

who share this iQ!a'fdc 

I 
j ( ; 

on this trip I have hf~: th opport 

could see the dedlc~ti~n; ~~ enthusi 

\ 

leaders. I havB sp~cl1lf yt?. dJ qf pr 

Brett, who has p'erfor· . ed fi diffic 
! : 

I 
... l 

.. : . 
[ 

. ! 

.L~dir the Bush Administration. l accompanied 

af,i:nqton last month. I was able to talk ta a 

rr~~dent Bu~h. They all a8sured me of their 

l(n~ pnd their commitment to doing everything 
f . ~ 
t -- ~ 
i ~ 
1 :r . 

, i9nd~ why will we continue to do so? Well, we 
• • . t. ' . 

efrief atlon bQth here and in the Republi~ . of 

g~ reponclllat.lon between the two communities 
I . t 
· - · - "I' lit :: 
I' ~ 

t , 1 

i+ "t~ visit one of the Fund's projects, where I 

fl'\ of ~11 those . involved, from the workers to the 

sepo~i the chaH·man of the Fund's Board, Charles 

w.ork1n a reso.urceful. intelligent manner. 
I - ; 

Moreover, I note: wi ~ -1i ~su;e etJ ihd IF! Board recently approved a project 

submitted jointly ~y . f~ C ery ow td:uit of Northern Ireland and the Irish Goods 

Council. This wiU lnvr~ve £280, irogramme of North/South trade promotion. t 

~m h.opeful, as ~. k~owj·~~u:_ re, that· hit l:iglnative campaign will sustain and create 

Jobs m the provlnc,. .. L :, l .~ i . ; l i .: 1· i . 1 ~ ., 1 1 

One more point apou :th ·~ L ~-und it has been successful in attracting 

AmBrlcan investm~nt t.~ ' e · ~dj A US company, Neotech Ltd, recently 

opened its doors a; th f A.~ gy(F>ark. Within a few years it should employ 

1 some two-hundred: wo ~~r~ x c~lf the kind of p~ogress we Americans were 

\ hoping for when. wt d Id i tynd, . . 
t. . : . ' ~ . 

L ·-
M - • ;- - .:. 

Speaking of Amer~ca,1 r:o~ 

increased bilateral tr 4e C 

. ~ . t • . 

and return to the bus ~ess 
: ': : -

good news about tll~ p OYI 

But let me be frank: 

violence and feel. Irit rn)d 

distorted. But until -, l th 
. ~. 

differences in ;S Rea ~(14' 

negative perce~Wtn. t: -
i . 
l 
T 

i 
i -
1 • 

i .- j 
all ·knot· t~a~ ~I have long been an ardent proponent of 

t~e~n . ~~1ry and · Northern Iteland, When I get home 

orld s e}tt,mp early next year, I promise to spread the 

! - ! 
1· ; ; 
I : ; 
'3DY~taak. Northern Ireland has an unfortunate 

rn!ricjins look .at the endless, senseless sectarian 

nel 1 know that this image ls exaggerated and 

· ~ ~rovince learn to get along, to resolve their 

S: ~iO not be able to erase this commonly held 

I - ~ 
i -j 
( j 
t i 
I t ©NAI/DFA/2018/28/2298
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ll : J ~ j t ;: : J 

Now, as l promieed pt , Ii i rt of mrlr ~ :aJks - or should 1 say threatened? - I'll leave 

you with a couple of :,u p~es,. ons. F'if t,jI ~1d other outside supporters can only do so 

much in prornoting
1 

Ncyt~~ . Ir.eta ,s~eflally given the unfortunate irnage 1 just 

described. So it is µp 1·01 ¥9. to do t f' ~t.f You can speak from experience and with 

authority. If yo~ d~n'·t; Its;, 11 - i 
:. : f - : .· ,· ', . ; -~, . 1 

Don't be bashfutor~e,~n:· Th~ pr i~e ~aa a lot to boast about. Ga abroad and tell 

the rest of the . wcprldt r~, t the f oJ_r~bie . industrial environment you've created, 

ab Jr w•ll-edr!Tf; ~' rkars, a "I Y;Or determination to set things right. 

Second, you, as busJnetre: must PflY P", irportar,t role in the larger community. I'm 

talking about polit~.cs.t!No.. I know·r, p'ltlcs is often considered a dirty word, both 

here and in the l:Jni p &. atea. t. unless businessmen are prepared to involve 
r. r · I· ·U j 

themsel~es in po. Hf_ iost· ~n~: 88 their · of" ml~ment to the community goes deeper than 

econom1cs, the~ th!,! p lht :- l situatl un)lkely tc> ,change. 
- . I-. - ' 

. : ... ! : . - :·: : 1 . : . 
You can help mak~ i pr_ ge, pee' s; yo~ are t$.ngibly committed to the future of 

Northern Ireland. : Wi ~: h,, d work ' n4. de~l.c.ation,. your involvement rnay be able to 

bring the various ~nd T~ : i:,ting g ut t~gether. Then, at long last, your goal of a 

peaceful and pros$rD f1C; m~oity i littf Wlthin rtach. 
. ,. f ., ·" l i . 

i !· ~;: J " ! . ' 
We Americans sh~re . hl~ :. · '°l' ; td, llke you, we have many urgent problems 

of our own the~ w, rnf ,~ ~- dress. e m,p,rtant thlng, though, is that both you and we 

are tackling our prob~ . ~\al . ' : 
.. . 1·· ..• -

. t P ;· I : l 
When I return l:lon,e,. ~'}t_ ~, t9 mat t~aficans aware of that fact. I hope it will help 

to put Northern l~ela · f; i~ o ptrsp ti,~ e sf that it can attraet the kind of investrnent 

and good press :th't j . die ves.: · ! 

I wish you 

J ~ .:. i 
! : .. . - 1 
. ! 
~~n you si rrly for having me here with you today. You've 

made my la.st off,cl . Mi~: to ae1 tjmerrorable, instructive, and, not least, a lot of 

fun. !: 1· _-_·_. 1
1 

. ; , ... fl i ;' -
·, 
'. ' i : 

I i 1 : ·1· 
11 I 

!i . 1· ~ -~l_4 Ii · _ • 
t ' - ~-
• I " ' 

i J -:: . 

f~ ~ IT·· . . '. 1' 
< • i ~ ~ 

Ii • 

f~ - i·· ~ J i .; _ ; 
I ~ I • • ~ J i.i ~ . j 
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