
Reference Code:  

Creation Dates:  

Extent and medium: 

Creator(s):  

2018/28/2231 

13 September 1988 

3 pages 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 
reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 



IJ September, 1988~ 

17 Grosvenor Place, 
Sii1X 7HO. 

CONFID~TIAL - BY COURIER SERVICE 

Mr. Dermot Gallagher, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Foreign A!fF.irs. 

Dear Assistant Secretary, 

A m~eting with Anthony Teasdale, Political Adviser 
to Sir Geoffrey Howe 

I met Teasdale by appointment to renew contact af~: ~ the Suomer brea.~. 
After a general s-..unma:-y of developments, I :nentic~. - : a number of matters 
of interest, including recent meetings in London c:nveried by Hrs Thatcher, 
and tried tc draw him out on what has been happen : ~~ ar.c what the present 
state cf mind is in British Governoent circle~~ - -

Teasdale had only recently come back fro~ vacation anc was, he said, 
s.arr.pec with prorlems other thai:. Northern Ireland, includins the preparation 
of a number of ~ejor speeches for Howe (suet as the Tcr~ Conference speech); 
I felt, however, that the general reticence detectec in London about the 
recent meetings extended to him too : there would see~ to have beer. sorne 
for~ of restriction placed on any publicity to de ~ith t hose discussicnE. 
However, the following broad points emerged ~ro~ Teasdale i~ the course 
of e lengthy conversation. 

The fact that the Prime ¥.inister chaired tte mee: : ~fE s ~a~ld n~t :Ea: 
ue to conclude the~ tbey have beer. ha...'1'.mer:r:g: cu: E. m:::,~!" ne"' F:- 2. icy 
line. ~e should "not o\"er-dre.· concl~sions". Tr.ey -we:-e "r.: :; t grea: 
-weter-shed sessicnE, brain-etcr~ing sessions to pr oduce n~• pol icy' ' , 
Rather, "the P. ~'. . waE. getting in on meetin[E wr.i c:: go on anywa)·" anc: 
which, he saic, in August's circumEtances, were b0unc to be more 
frequent and more urgent. The ?Tec.ie attention tr,?~- f"'neratec is 
ridiculous : Le\t'£;On irete her several tirnei: every wee~. l t only 
attracts attention when ther~·e a potential policy difference in 
the air, when the fact of such a meeting becomes a gr-eat matter in 
the media. 

The starting point of the two meetings (other than the first meeting 
which she convened following the bus bomb when she returned to London 
from Cornwall) was Gibralter, at two levels, 

I • ....• 
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firstly, they - Ministe~- are not at all happy Yith the way things are 
going in Gibralter; secondly, they have b~er. considering a very big 
oTerhaul o! the way Mini~ters and services concerned 8.!'e briefed on 
developments, the way they are tc react to the~ and t~e co-ordination 
of intelligence. 

Ori the first point he said that there has been ver~ serious dissatisfaction 
on the part of Ministers with the way the Gibralter operation was 
co-ordinated both before and after the killinge. As to the operation 

f
: itself, he said thet relatione between the NIO, the RUC and the British 

Arrr:y were very bad and co~n:unications, the · sharing of intelligence and 
co-crdinatic,r. suffered badly as a ree:u:t. J..s it all came out afterward, 
the=-e vas incre:h,lity anc a deterrrinstior. to put it right. As to the 
follcw-up to the killings, he said thst Ge~ffrey Howe ~as only told 19 
minutes before his ColI:l!one statement almost 24 hours after the killings 
that there had been no bomb in the suspect car. Ee .. ·as "all over the 

!
// ropes" putting together a l:ine for the Comrr.ons. "This car1 never happen 
'/ again''• 

I 

On the second point he said that there has b~en a big overhaul of the way 
in which Ministers (Howe, Hurd, Younger, King and the AttorLey General) 
and their services (~16, M15, Arrr.y/SAS, NIOjRT_1C, La-..· Officers' Ikps.rtrr,ent) 
will all be lockec into each other in futurf crisp~ (to de with Ireland 
or vi th anythitg- elE'e ) regardj ng bc,th the sharing · :- int.<:lJ. irence and the 
co-ordination of actior.. Th:iE> has no ... t o. en cor.e, :-.~ said. I: ar.y individual 
or service haE: reason to held sol!le:r.ing back, the .:c: c~ that it has b ~er. 
done will ::,ecor.'.e appa::--er:t (he die. net sa: hoJ and :: 7 ,.-ill bE- dealt with. 

Apart fro~, these :wo points which, he sai::, too!,,: UF di scuss i on time, 
there wa~ alsc cor.cer~ at the s hifting fc~~~ of the p::-c~ l e~ cf vi olence, 
as ~inisters sa~ it. He eXJ>laine: the: w~':::-eaf u~ti: r ~cer. t ly - until 
Gibraltar - the focus has been or. !Rh viole~ce aE: it ~axec an= wanes, 
and ho~· to deal witt it - waiting for the ne,.. .. e:;:-,asrr ar. :: r,:::; :: r.r for a 

/

i break on th<: pre-emptive intelligence side, 1. 1P'••, h <: ~::.c, t!'", ': !- 8 Ct..E 
' haE bE-ccme their o\ofl': a.Lti-terr:)rist met:iociE, ! Ee sai:: t r,f':\" d o n::, t s.-e 

th~ "dil~!n~,c." poe~~ t'y Gitrs.lt~ ae- s.·one-c!'f ~-!"" ot:~::- ":::· ... rJE7°' . ~ ~ ~a : = 
the;e i: a "e-?~:ou~ d:2.etrirr.a. ir. th~ G0,· -?!":--~::~::t'· ov e ; ·"·~- €'=--~ : :-~: E ""':5.~- ~ 

i _! vi E--o-vi E :;:._ t f- !"~cr: 61!· . 

F.o•· car, you wi~'?. h~ sa:c: if yot: e· ... ar:: e:r:pt'iE. ': icc..1:~,-, c...:,-:; a£ c: ~o':tf-~ 
cf co...:rs~ , ove:- wr:a~ t'hf St..~ do, t:!:~r. t !'"iE- 3:. t,re::'='r :!'" ::·..: 0

~ : . c::- E'."':"e : :-.: r.r 
else :in the ~u:-..:!"E-, .-ill ha.r.g a s!::-0:-~:::-ki:l rel i c;· 'l.i·J.'.e <=.:. e.. t c.::- -:; sf. 
-~~" . .;--'~- - r . , . '.;'.'.·~·- . · " ,, . _ _ _ - · ,.1. ~ - ······· · · • · ··- ' ·' - c: • • l

' a,..,.,, . .,c· V"•·- n<>c\- A m""i" ... 't"t' 01" t'" " C:.~ ·r. ... ;.,.,, G-v~-r-~r,:.-- e.~ -" · ·~ . .,. v~i:.· 
ma.2or1ty of p~o:c~e 1r_ b!'"'1ta:r., f;.Y c :..:~ e:~o~t-t o -~: : ~l. :-~ ·- : r. ': ::;:;- E~nr;·~!. ': 1 f 
hands are tie~. H~ said there iE g:00~ among ~:.nig:~:-E. ~~e :- e ~ ~~ t e l k cf 
"nc end in sig!'l t " anc "anct'her t ... ·er:t:· yea.rf;, mafoE- ~ .. -.,. r,:; ·yea:~ :'.:E-:·oni ths.t 
a.a i r.". ~:ile he ha d ni: tirr'=', he s-sid, fer t r. e co:c:::e;::t cf ar: acce:;:-t&tiE-
lev<:l of vic,ler:c€, he 'a'onde!"'ed whe the:-, at pr esent, S".:•!':': ':' :)-.::.ng like t:!: i e 
cor.:eft may not b<: settling i~ a r'='eig~rc way upor. Gc ,e:- ~~er.: ~inisters. 

/

They (the Gov ~rnrri ent) a~e not winning the fight agcinE: the IRA. But, 
cee:;::i te the s :;:: ectacular s :;,asrr.s frorr time to tirr,e (I~:;.. hi ts " ) , they are 
Dct losi ng it eith~r. The patte~n o! violence i~ a l:ne, whict so&rs 

; occ~s i onally and of:en fallE too, but is ba~~c 2lly conEis:ent. 
I 

I . ....• 
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Be vondered whether, in Ministers' minds, it can be any different for the 
foreseeable future. 

I elaborated at some length the Government'e concern across the board, includi~ 
Gibralter, extradition ar,d the desirability of opening dialogue with the 
Unionists without pre-conditions on ar.y side. Teasdale had no difficulty 
with our broad perceptions and approach and certainly not with the idea of 
Dublin trying to open up dialogue - an "Irish dialogue''. I called it -
with the Unionists. H~ for his part, would be interested to hear our views 
about the review process toward the end of the year. He favours 18.king it 
pretty finr:ly in hand and bending it to suit the best interests of the two 
Governments at the time. 

We agreed to meet again in a fortnight. 

COl'\CLPSION 

Althougr. the recent Ministerial discussions in Lender. w~re clearly confidential, 
one could not dra~ fro~ Teasdale's conversation anything to imply that 
Governn-,ent thinking has forked cff in any ne.· or drarr:atic way. He stressed 
in ar; eir.phatic way the i:-xtent to which the "dilell'llll'B" referred to above is 
affec:ing the Ministers concerned, including ~rs. Thatcher. It would s ~err. 
that there is for the present a measure of glooir. in LondoL as to how best 
tc go forward or. the se:urity front. Ho~ever, it would seeu. that, in 
ter~e of the new structures referred to, t~ey are a! least in a positioc to 
responc in a nr..Jct mere cc-ordinate= ,..a~· tc future , =r.:e:. It rerraine tc be 
seen, o! course, ho~ thiE ~ill wo~k out. Insofar E ' we have had serious 
difficulty in the pas:, however, with the p;eciFe ~~ otleu. of British decisior:s / 
actions which are unco-crdinated at Gover~~e~:/int·:-~ir:ie:erial level 
(such as Stalker-Sair.ps<>n), the ne•· arrang-::rrer:ts co'..:.~ :. .- ir, th~:)r~· at leas: -
be of positive interest to us. 

I will try to eX}:'lore these points further .,..::,_e?: I rr:ee ~ :eas:.e:~ a~a:r . • 

You::-s sincerely, 

fl-t-~.J,~ (f-1 ~ 
RlC!'i.r__-or ~YA!\ C 
~i r:i s t.e ::--Co-...:.r:se ll or 
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