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AMBAl>AID NA hEIREANN, LONDAIN 

., 
IRISH EMBASSY, LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL 

;J Aprii 1987 

17, GROSVENOR PLACE, 
SW1 X 7HR 

Telephone: 01-235 2171 

TELEX: 916104 

. ~·Lr Lunch w i th John O ' Su 11 i van , Special Adv i s er to Mrs Thatcher . ~1, 'l..l 

Dear Assistant Secretary 

O'Sullivan, as I reported previously, is taking two years leave of 

absence as Associate Editor of the Times to join the Prime Minister's 
Policy Unit. When he returns to the Times Murdoch may offer him the 

editorship_of either the Sunday Times or Times. 

O'Sullivan.is presently engaged in the election campaign with 

speech€s;and manifestos. He and the other five memb!rs of the unit 

work directly with Mrs Thatcher and also liaise with Norman Tebbit 

and Central Office. Their offices are on the second floor of 

' 1 0 Do w n i n g S t re e t b e s i d e t h e Th a t c h e r.S • fl a t ; 

O'Sullivan· said the only danger to the Agreement now, in view of 

Dublin's clarification, would come from a hung Parliament where 

Uniqnists would have le~e;age. O'Sullivan, himself, was never 

enthusiastic about the Agreemen t but if one wanted confirmation of 

Mrs Thatcher's support for the Agre€ment it is reflected in 

O'Sullivan's new-found accef)tance of it. 

O'Sullivan said that the Irish budget seemed impressively resolute 

and had confounded the c riti c s. 

As for British elections he t hought a lot depended on how the Soviet 

visit affected the polls. He denied that Mrs Thatcher was angry 
,, 1-tc..is 

with Tebbit about his attack on th e Alliance; ~Rhodesia ~o her South 

Africa". 
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va c an c j es to be f il l e d ~in t h e Ca bin e t j f 

Mrs Thatcher is elected and he sp o ke of John McGregor· , bo t h 

Chris and John Patten, Ce cil Parkins o n, Norman Lamon t and Leon Bri ta i n 
· among others. F o r t h e po s i t i on o f Se c r e t a r· y o f St a t e f o r N . I . h e 

speculated {with no par t ic ular a u t ho r ity) ab o ut Malcolm Rifkind, 

McGregor (very able,tough a n d di mlo ~a t i c) or even Parkinson. 

job could always be used as a s te pp ing stone to Home Office or 

Treasury if the candidate's s t a r was in t he ascendant. 

The N. I . 

Finally O'Sullivan asked if the r e was anyway Mrs Thatcher could 

maximise the Irish vote in Br i t a i n giv e n Labour's signals to Union i s t s. 

Naturally on a purely pe rs ona l in for mal basis I mentioned such issue s 

as the outstanding items on t he Agreem e nt Agenda such as the Cour t s 

and RUC Code of Practice, the Bi r mingham Six and Guildford Four and 

I said that critical stories fr om Ministers about Irish immigrants (~f this week's Daily Telegraph) should be stopped. 

would write a memo and be ba c k t o me on all of this . 

He said he 

Yours sincer,ely 

Ted Smyth 
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