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- hTeelrly n ~ Analysis of published Pr ovis io nal IRA / ~inn 

comment (week ending 9 April, 1987) 

1. Marley funeral 
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Extensive coverage was given in all the leading N~rthern 

newspapers to the funeral in Belfast of IRA member, 
Lawrence Marley and t he story dominates the 9 April edition 

of "An Phoblacht". Headlined "powerful resistance", t he 

latter carried a front-page editorial on the funeral, 
highlighting the fact that "for two da ys and nights, the 

eyes of Belfast, the rest of Irel a nd and beyond turned 
towards Ardoyne and to the bravery of the Marley family in 

the midst of their grief. That bravery inspired others". 

On the RUC presence, the editorial stated that "ignoring 

the vast array of plastic-bullet gu ns , helmets, armoured 

cars and rifles which are part and pa rcel of the machinery 

of repression seen at every Republi ca n funeral in recent 

years, the people came out in a spontaneous and moving 

gesture of solidarity and defiance". It went on to echo 
Martin McGuinness' recent comparison (after the funeral in 

' 
Derry of Gerard Logue) of IRA funerals to those of the 
black population in South Africa, cl a iming that "nobody who 

had seen the television images of fun e rals in Soweto or 

other black South African townships c o~ ld fail to make the 

comparison with events in Belfast th i s \.J ec k". The final 
s en ten c e o f th. e e d i t o r i a 1 a 1 s o e ch o e d : ,t c G u i n n e s s ' s r e c en t 

criticism of the Catholic hierarch y : "The only difference 

is that in South Africa the Catholic hierarchy usually 

stands firmly on the side of the oppr e ssed and not on the 

side of the oppressors". 

In the inside pages of "An Phoblacht" there was further 

in-depth coverage (8 pages in all) of the funeral, the 
associated protests and IRA activity throughout the North 

in the past week. There was also a piece on international 

reaction to the funeral and the RUC handling of it. 
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The principal Sinn Fein spokesman on the funeral (luring the 

week was Martin McGuinness, with Danny ~orrison also 

involved (Gerry Adams was absent at a Conference in Oslo). 

McGuinness divided his criticism between the RUC and the 

Catholic hierarchy. "An Phoblacht" quoted him as calling 

"on the Catholic hierarchy to ask themselves what sort of 

Church they want. Do they want one which is made ~p only 

of Alliance and SDLP members, because the majority of 
people in West Belfast s11pport Sinn Fein? That's reality ,, 
and that's something which they have to face. In his 

graveside oration, he continued the attack on what he 
described as trie "gross hypocrisy" of the Hierarchy: "Only 

yesterday, a member of the British Army who was killed in 
Divis Flats was buried in Englail<l. He ivas a Catholic. His 

Union Jack-dr~ped coffin was carried out of the Catholic 

church by six uniformed members of the British Army, taken 

to an adjourning graveyard and a vo l ley of shots fired by 

his colleagues. It's not the guns t~ey object to but who 

ho l d s the g u n s . I t see ms th a t t he ;.;o rd s " s a c r i 1 e g e " and 

"desecration" are only applicable to Republicans, whilst 

"heavy-handed" and "insensitive" are the adjectives used 

for the British forces' massive and intimidating presence 
// 

at Republican funerals. ("An Phoblacht" 9 April). 

2. The IRA and the Public Order Order 

As part of their strategy on tie new Public Order 
legislation, the IRA will have no paramilitary trappings at 

their parades this Easter, a spokesman told the "Sunday 

World" of 5 April. The spokesman said that the decision 

had been taken "to avoid giving the police a chance to 

attack Easter parades in Catholic <listricts as an excuse 
for later action against Loyalist demonstrations" under the 

new legislation. 
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3. Gerry Adams and funding for the SDLP 

The on-going row between John Hu8e and Gerry Adams about 

U.S. Government funding for the SDLP continued this week 

with the publication in the "Irish News" of S April of a 

letter from Adams on the matter. He said that ".John Hume's 
admission that the SDLP's Social Democratic Group i~ in 

fact being funded by the (U.S.) National Democratic 

Institute is revealing, given that the declared aim of the 

NDI is to influence the direction of international politics 

and supplement the activit1es of the CIA". Adams called on 
Hume to respond to this allegatio~. 

T. O'Connor, 

Anglo-Irish Di~ision, 

9 April, 1987. · 
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