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Prime Minister : 

Taoiseach : 

P r· i me M i n i s t e r : 

CONFIDENTI AL -v · ' . \S, ' 

Meeting between the Taoiseach an d t h e Bri t ish Prime Minis te, 
Mrs Thatcher, Brussels, 30 June 1987 

The meeting took place in the delegation rooms in the 
Charlemagne from approximately 9 . 30 a.m. to approximatel y 
9.50 a.m. I ts tone was friendly. The Prime Minister 
was obviously preoccupied with the business of the Coun c il 
which was due to s ta r t at 10.00 a.m. 

The dinner las t night was one of the worst I have e ver 
experienced. I have the feeling that people are 
trying to bounce me. Of course this won't happen . 
I believe that the Republic has some problems 
economically. I should be interested to hear about 
your approach to these. 

In many ways, we are right up against the wall. We 
have serio u s problems with public finances . There 
is a large budget · deficit, unemployment, no economic 
growth. 

The situation in Northern Ireland is terrible. Terroris m 
is continuing even under the Anglo-Irish Agreement . 
I intend to implement that Agreement . My intention 
is very firm. At the same t ime, I cannot stress enough 
how disaffected the unionists are. Th e y make noises 
about talks fr om time to t ime bu t when we get down to 
findi ng out what they are about it turns out to be 
something in place of the Anglo -Ir ish Agreemen t . 
I did not expect the extent of this disaffecti o n at 
the time I si gned the Agreement. I thought that the 
document had all the requisite guarantees up front . 
But it is not logic but emotion that governs their 
actions. I thought they would ac ce pt the guarant ees 
for their future. But no ... th e y sa y t hat th e Agreeme nt 
e nables another State t o co me in - ev e n th o ugh t he 
Ag re e men t itself says that ea ch Gove rnm e n t i s r e s po nsibl e 
f o r all t h i ngs wi t hin its ow n ar e a . 
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Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 
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The SDLP are not as helpful as they could be. They si t 

back as if they think they have all the power - relying 

on Dublin. 

I will do as much as I can to emphasise that the Anglo­

Irish Agreement stands and it stands and it stands. 

Everyone says "you would be quite alright without the 

Agreement". A lot depends on how you handle it. I am 

sure we must treat it with kid gloves. It is a thing 

that common sense does not enter into. 

The number of murders by the IRA recently is enormous. 

There have been a large volume of representations on the 

subject. I was in Scotland recently and we experienced 

it there. Yesterday coming into this building I saw a 

lot of "big green things". 

flags and another protest! 

I thought these were Irish 

On your major point of concern, we will of course handle 

the Agreement sensitively. You will have noticed that 

we have been very reticent on the question since the 

general election. We will continue to do that. I 

certainly will not exacerbate the situation. 

You should know that you are the first British Prime 

Minister who has said to the unionists there must be 

progress. You have stood firm and that is an historic 

contribution to Anglo-Irish relations. You must not 

forget that. You did not, like Prime Minister Wilson, 

for example, back down; it is very important that 

they understand the position. 

When we were drawing up the Agreement, we were led to 

believe that as a result the minority community would 

not harbour the IRA. But the security situation has 

got worse. It is all very worryi ng . 

©NAI/TSCH/2017/10/56



Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 
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I agree with you but the IRA are attacking a large numb~r 

of soft targets. 

in that respect. 

That situation has certainly got wars~ 

But cross-border sec urity has got bet:sr. 

There are intense discussions going on at present and tr.~s~ 

will continue. 

I can understand that you have tro uble with resources. 

(Jokingly) If you would lend us £2 billion or so 

It is very difficult for us when we are cutting public 

expenditure very severely to allocate so much to securi LJ 

but we are doing what we have to. 

The trouble is that mortars can be put in position on 

the other side of the border to attack security forces 

and people on our side ....... . 

We can deal with that very effectively. The problem is 
that they can now use mortars in the middle of Belfast. 

The system is in . place on the Border however. 

Co-operation is very good. 

There is a far better flow of information. The 

communications between the two forces have improved. 

Prime Minister: What we need is pre-emptive intelligence which prevents 

these attacks - . 

Taoiseach: 

You and I have a very busy day ahead of us. 

When things settle down, we could perhaps talk through 

our respective aides as to whether there are ways in 

which we can make progress and also placate the unionis ts . 

We will be asked if we hav e arranged a further meeting. 

If we are I i ntend to say th at we meet whenever it is 

appr op ria te and, anyway, normally meet at these Council~. 
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-Pr i me h inister: Yes "appropriate" is the right word. I agree with that 

approach. 

There was then a brief discussion about the text of 

the statement on the meeting, which is attached. 

Private Secretary Charles Powell attended with the 

Prime Minister. 

30 June 1987 

c.c. Secretary N Dorr 

c.c. Secretary D Mathews 
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European Council Br ussels 

The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach had a very useful 

and constructive discussion of current issues. They 

committed themselves to continued co-operation within 

the framework of the Anglo-Irish Agreement, and to all 

possible measures to defeat terrorism. 

30 June 1987 
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