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Dear Assistant Secretary 

Lunch with John Boyd, Deputy Under-Sec r etary of State, FCO 

(David Goodall's successor). 

1 . Boyd has just returned from Hong Kong where he has been Political 

Adviser to the Governor. He is a China expert but has served 

too in Washington, Bonn and New York . He has as you know 

inherited Goodall's total "bag" of re sp onsibilities including 

Ireland and Intelligence (about which he spoke with some 

frankne ss). 

He is very direct and personable, and has a clear enthusiasm for 

his Irish responsibilities. He has already been to Belfast and 

is anxious to visit Dublin as soon as possible to meet yourself, 

Dermot Nal ly and any other officials recommende d to him : he 

a s k e d w h e t h e r , i f c on v en i e n t , y o u c o u l d a r r a n g e t h i s s h o r· t l y . 

2 . He has, he said, no doubts about the Prime Ministe r's commitment 

t o t h e A g r· e em e n t a n d h e r e n th u s i a s m f o r c on t i n u e d i m p l em e n t a t i o n . 

This for her, he said, means of course an em phasis on continually 

developing security co -operation, and l1e said he wa s sure that 

successes in this area will have a very good effect on her . 

He was himself a little taken aback but not, he said, surpris ed 

at the strong line taken by the Prime Minister· in her recent 

far· ewe 11 me e t i n g · w i th ( th en ) Am bas sad or· Do r r· ( he had seen th e i r· 

internal note on this meeting). I pr· es s e d him a bit on wheth er· 

this reflected her briefing from officials and/or political 

sources. He felt that this is a bit of a bee in her bonnet that 

she comes back to, and she hears (indirectly) from Unionists 
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- h o b a n g o n a b o u t s e c u r i t y c o - o p e r a t i o n - o r· t h e l a c k o f i t -

flowing from the Agreement. 

Boyd said that he received during his recent visit to the North 

the distinct feeling that co-operation between the police forces 

is very good and improving continually. He thought that much of 

what is buzzing around in her head may originate in fairly low 

l e v e l m i l i t a r y ( A r my ) a s s e s s me n t s i n b o r ct e r· a r ea s w h i c h f i n d 

way back to London and then infect the briefing material she 

their 

receives. He said he is t~yki ng this pr o blem up "under my wider 

i n t e 11 i g e n c e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s " a n ct " I a m e n c o u r· a g i n g a s m u c h a s 

possible wide recognition that security co - op eration is much 

improved and is improving." 

3. He feels that, while there is no movement within the Unionist 

population toward an acceptance of the Agreement , nevertheless there 

is willy-nilly an emerging recognition that the Agreement is a fact 

and will not go away. While it will tak e a re-affirmation of this 

fact by the new British Government after· the next election to bring 

it really home to th~, he thinks that t hey are nevertheless well on 

the road to that necessary recogniti on . 

4 . H e s a i d t h a t , i f h e we re a s k e d w h a t i s t h e i r· ( t h e B r i t i s h ) a t t i t u d e 

to the new Irish Government vis - a - vi s the Ag r· e em en t , he w o u l ct say 

they genuinely expect full (and pretty vigo r·ous) implementation 

from the Irish Government; 

t h e y a r e r· e a ct y f o r· b u s i n e s s a s u s u a l ; 

they hope that Tom King's invitation to Minister Lenihan to have 

a meal in London will enable an early meeting ; 

they expect officials to get on with the business of the 

C o n f e r· e n c e w i t h a v i e w t o a me e t i n g o f i t p e r· h a p s i n A p r· i 1 ; 

they envisage a meeting between the Taoiseach and the Prime 

Mi n i st er· in the f i r· st instance en m "- t· ~ e o f the Eur· ope an Co u n c i l 

t ow a r· ct t h e e n d o f t h e Be 1 g i a n p r e s i ct e n c y i n J u n e ; 
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( s p e a k i n g f o r h i ms e 1 f ) t h a t a J u n e o r· 0 c t o b e r e 1 e c t i on i n B r i t a i n 

(to _be won, surely, by Mrs Thatcher) could lead to a foc us on 
-

N O V em b e r· 0 r e a r 1 y De C e m b e r a s a 1 i k e 1 y t a r· g e t d a t e f O r a n A n g 1 0 -

Irish Summit . 

5 . H e s a i d t h a t r e 1 at i on s b e t we e n t h e F CO a n d t h e N I O a r· e g e t t i n g 

better·. There is of course , he said , a wide spec tr· um in the NI O as 

regards both quality and point of view on the Agr eement . He is, 

h owe v e r· , c o n c e n t r a t i n g on t h e q u a 1 i t y ma t e r i a 1 a n d h e i n t e n d s t o pay 

attention to the problem of NIO " Home Office mentality". Above all, 

he said, he and Robert Armstrong see themselves as having a firm and 

d i r· e c t o v e r· v i e w r o 1 e on t h e Ag r e em e n t , a n d t h e y i n t e n d t h a t no - o n e 

in the NIO who matters will be left in any doubt about th at . He 

spoke in very positive terms about Mark Elliott, who he th inks is 

c e r· e b r a 11 y s t r o n g an d o f a c o o 1 a n d u n f 1 a p pa b 1 e d i s p o s i t i o n , " j u s t 

the right man in the r i ght place ". 

6 . Fin a 11 y , Boyd said he had been briefed on our e ff or· ts to bring home 

t o M . p . s a t We s t m i n st e r the re a 1 i t y of t '.1 e No rt h er· n I r· el and p r· ob 1 em 

a n d t h e b a c kg r· o u n d t o and p u r p o s e s o f t h e A g r e em e n t . He sai d he 

p e rs on a 11 y f e 1 t t h i s t o b e a n e c e s s a r y a n d i mp o r t a n t pa r· t o f t h e 

w h o 1 e p r o c e s s a 1 t h o ugh h e p er s on a 11 y w o u 1 d r a t h e r su p w i t h t h e 

devil than some of t h e " Roy Be a n - type " figures on the right wing 

o f t h e C o n s e r· v a t i v e P a r t y ! 

Yo urs sincerely 

_[,~~ ./k0(_ 
Richabd ~yan / 
C ha r· g e d I A f fa i r e·s· a . i . 
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