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\1l6V'- August, 1987. 

Mr. John Fahy, 
Solicitor, 
Main Street, 
Strabane, 
Co. Tyrone. 

Dear Mr. -Fahy, 

You recently forwarded to the Taoiseach - via Ms. Mary McGarry, 12 Rosslyn 
Court, Bray, Co. Wicklow - a copy of a joint statement issued by the Devine 

and Breslin families. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to tell you that he has noted the statement and 

that he has brought the matters raised in it to the attention of the British 

authorities. 

In response they have indicated that the Secretary of State has no 

jurisdiction in relation to coroners. Complaints about the behaviour of 

coroners are a matter for the Lord Chancellor's office and are forwarded 

through the Northern Ireland Court Service. 

On the question of possible further court proceedings, the British 

authorities have indicated that decisions made by a coroner's court may be 

challenged only by means of an application for judicial review. Under 

Section 18 of the Judicature (N.I.) Act 1978, an application can be made for 
an order of certiorari, i.e., one which would quash the verdict of the 

court. It would be a matter for you and the families• legal advisers to 

decide whether adequate grounds existed for such an application. There is a 

time-limit on such applications of three months . 
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Another course of action open to the families would be to make formal 
complaints about the conduct of the police and army personnel involved in 
the incident. These complaints should be filed in the normal way with the 
appropriate authorities. If the families so wished, however, they could 
also be raised with the British Government through the machinery established 
under the Anglo-Irish Agreement. 

Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE SHAW. 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 
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Telef6n 
Telephone 

} (01 ) 780822 

elex25300 

Tagairt } 
Reference 

5/ July 1987. 

Mr. Brian McCarthy, 
Department of the Taoiseach, 
Government Buildings, 
Upper Merrion Street, 

AN ROINN GNOTHAi EACHTRACHA 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
Dublin 2. 

Dublin 2. fL ~ 
/ ~ v -- 111 

Dear Bf)/n, ~ ~ I) , 

You ·recently forwarded a copy of a letter which the .Taoiseach 
had received from Ms. Mary McGarry, enclosing a copy of a 
statement issued by the families of Michael and David Devine 
and Charles Breslin ( three members of the Provisional IRA who 
were shot dead by the security forces in Strabane on 23 February 
1985). 

We brought the matters raised in the statement to the attention 
of the British side through the Secretariat. We have incorporated 
their response in the attached draft letter which the Private 
Secretary to the Taoiseach might wish to send to Mr. John Fahy 
(one of the solicitors acting for the families and on whose 
behalf, Ms. McGarry had forwarded the statement to the 
Taoiseach). 

Yours sincerely, 

~~~ 
David Donoghue. 
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Mr. John Fahy, 
Solicitor, 
Main Street, 
Strabane, 
Co. Tyrone. 

Dear Mr. Fahy, 

You recently forwarded to the Taoiseach - via Ms Mary McGarry, 
12 Rosslyn Court, Bray, Co. Wicklow - a copy of a joint statement 
issued by the Devine and Breslin families. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to tell you that he has noted the 
statement and that he has brought the matters raised in it to 
the attention of the British authorities. 

In response they have indicated that the Secretary of State has 
no · jurisdiction in relation to coroners. Complaints about the 
behaviour of coroners are a matter ·for the Lord Chancellor's 
office and are forwarded through the Northern Ireland Court 
Service. 

On the question of possible further court proceedings, the 
British authorities have indicated that decisions made by a 
coroner's court may be challenged only by means of an application 
for judicial review. Under Section 18 of the Judicature (N.I.) 
Act 1978, an application can be made for an order of certiorari, 
i.e., one which would quash the verdict of the court. It 
wouldr sf cs~re~, be a matter for you and the families' legal 
advisers to decide whether adequate grounds existed for such an 
application. There is a time-limit on such applications of three 
months. 

Another course of action open to the families would be to make 
formal complaints about the conduct of the police and army 
personnel involved in the incident. These complaints should be 
filed in the normal way with the appropriate authorities. If the 
families so wished, however, they could also be raised with the 
British Government through the machinery established under the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary to the Taoiseach. 
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l i) May, 19 8 7 . 

Mr. John Fahy, 
Solicitor, 
Main Street, 
Strabane, 
Co. Tyrone. 

Dear Mr. Fahy, 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of a document which was sent to 
this Office by Mary McGarry. 

Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE SHA\J .. 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Mr. 

For 
you 

Brian~, 

your ~nformation and any 
consider appropriate. 

action 
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(<6 May, 1987. 

Ms. Mary McGarry, 
12 Rosslyn Court, 
Bray, 
Co. Wicklow. 

Dear Ms. McGarry, 

Thank you for your letter of 13th May, 1987, addressed to the 
Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D. and for enclosing the 
document. 

Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE SHAW. 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 
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1:Je the Parents of the ~ t ,hree de ceased, ;_.fi chGel . and David. Devina 

6r~slin, decided th'at we had no 'r,1-ternativ:~ cut to instruct cur 
-

legal re:::ir(~:rnn t.:1.tiVf, /3 tc ,.i:J ft 1f! c·~v: i' :t·0:r. tho lnr;u::.::_·i. ir1 vc~tdst, bec :~.u.s~ 

i -1- ,_ .... -~ ,., ... ., .. , \ ., t ., J., 1 --· - •., ·- i ... ~ 1· ...... l· t:-, ,, 
L, l!o. ,.,.. l)L· C(), .,e L) .Ll?. ., t,·.fl '·'-·./ c·~_; i:,, ... 1..lo , . .:u 1.,.• :4_::., 

ir..te:;d .:: d to b0 ~n J.:r.t~)u·tii.,l ic1q 1.liry i~1to the circil;r1~tanc P. i; which 

resnlt~:c.'i ::..~i t:ie k il.l:Lng cf :) ,H' 3;:,n.s. '.fhe r'oints cf concern to our• 

lec-,·c.~ l r•0,;1 '"· ~; .·~t 1 i..~·tiv,, 0 • •·r1·J' ·0 11,,o.e:.:l·v'· S ,,,,i,-1'.c.h. hu:.:: ari:::;;~r:i c:uri.G._::_,: th?. cour·3e 2 ,. ~~.. - , . .I. • . , _. • -~ ..- ·'. ,..) (.'1. , I •.A, J. ...J , ., .-. , 'V .., 

3inee:. Lho · 1rn1ue .st 
. - · .1. 3.r.·d 

incp~·;F.:c.;i11zly c,:mvin~5o t.h :.:· t t:ie Co1:.'.)n.c-,-::· hac'i .abd icated hls authority 

and had p ,::r:-a:'. it:.t:: d t.Lt'> Crc-irn ri~)r_-::·:;0,1tc: livas .s;.1d the i; . -::~ .c. i:-i f.iE-•. 1•t.iculo.r 

that tr.·)Y.t J:lr. Fary rmc :fr . Collins hsve _done &.n e.:r._cellent job c:::1d hr .. vc 

succeeded in bringing to light cs rtain £~els wbich the R. U.C. did not 

wish .· t :) bi:- coml3 pnblic kY1 ·:iwle 1.lge. 'l.'he mo:3 t . ita1)ortap t of the sd l'i.1.c ta 
came to lif:,h t d11!'illg cross exa:niiw tion of the E'or0n3ic Scientist when 

to wnlk ·pas.t et le ~Jt t~o _of the:i.p kill~~r's befo::.·o hGin,: shot in the . . . . ~ 

back. By thei~ ow~-a~mi ~3lon our}o~3 1 killer3 i3sued no challenge 

cJr <.: / 11 tc s1.~~ 1 r=,·~lli.irJr'. \:t:1ile ;~ ivir1g :~:;id.01.iC~ to t1'1{3 I 11qL1~E;J t Chit1f 

Ir1~l r;:3 c ~~or c;re 5- .:~:h Lc>r1 o.r~r-c~cl ·~\· i ~r1 . -·1:t·. ?t..":11 t>1tt t. :p:l1rC.e r, . I:~. rf:.~.1r~ .. : .. ·:;rJ, T ~. :·,r.11·0.~ 

yet a.s I{.TJ.C. 

hr-~ · l i' i 1" i f O Ill' 1 0 ~,o. l . r'F• ,·,y . .=,. ''P"1 +._.J ti VO •> 
# C.. -. ~ --• :::;. . • - - \...:" - .., t...t .,, ~ ,.J.I. ... . : "I..J HC.. e c;ua lely .. 

est.;,bJ.:L~he ,i the fpc;t Lh1.;.t t.J .. a ·E.IT. C. di-::l Got. r;_, •1er1 csrry c,ut e.. 
:: . · . . 

su.perfici& 1 i:ive:;; ti ga tion in to the ac ti.u:i l circu;ns t1:mce s of the kill in_;::;s 

'but simply went throu.~h the torn1ali'ties oi' taking stHtement~ f1'om \ ;,} 

the }d:;tlers .and other Gr:JWTI Porceo· personnel. .h'hO :-;e ro . irnrolvc:6 in tL.e 
:, . . ; .. · . . 

murderous o p(,ra·tL.)n. '.l.~".1e se form!,tli'tie s 1.f,~? :t'c' 1.'h"=o :; gs Rr'Y in pi:·0 )~U'a t'iou 
·f.'or t h e In.qt.~est. ,'lhe fact that or._.;,·· mili.t°::>, ·; ,y,·- .:rj:·t·:1;)0 .s ,- f;i1_ci. . 0ne ·:r1.·.: ~r; . 

wi t :1:'<L~ statGd in e7idence that th :~ Lri tisl1 J~r:11-y i°- 1.EJ.}.)r who was in 

co;;1manJ. 0 f tl:i::3 opd Pu tlon, &nd t :1e H. rJ. C. wi tne s ~ toge th3 r wi t ~L the 

J 
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Major himself, sugge~ted in evidence ~hat a second ~ajor from 

' tBritish Army H.r.~. in Lisb1u·n wera pre :::ient wh-an the investig£-lting 

olli.cGr.s of the f( . i-:-.c:. too1r. stst1::rr:en t~1 fro :1 the killer2. can o:1J.y 

lr>.ud '--W to beli e, ,rn th~t U.i.':i.t·e ;,r : :'! c ~; JJ.nsL-,:1 iJGt FeGn the r:.rr.c. !!.:1d j·;rlt 

A.r:11y :9e-rsom18l lnYoJ.ved in the. killirir-;s, to con~ ---) al tna tr?le 

circ1 1rn.st.ances sur-rou:1.din ·: the i'lUY'(l0.t>ou.s e.mbu:Jh. 

l ·-i;a j_:n we · 2.:r•e not curpy,j_s ed n t the f' .s ilura of t ne f . U. C. to cs.rr·y 

out ['. f t!ll. i::iv ,3tL r;::, t :i.G: t :Lnto t h e :{i1~- <\ ;s fl ;J sll of' the ::,v£,_:ln'ol-? 

evin.enc<?; wo,J.ld. 3,_1 -r~est thf1t the H.1r.G. _r., layon a m8jor and key 

role in the. pl2nning, mou n ting and e xs c L1tion of tbe mu1°derous o_per !::, tL:.ri 

They c tmnot. E, ffo::.·d to Dllow the f u.11 .~e.cts of tr:e o ~:;era ti(,n to b,:: 

·:11e.0.e pu':Jl .i_c. AJ fer !".S we :)re concerned the:: events :\nd · · · ;-, 

· re'T'9lntir,ns on the sec'.)nd laAt d8y of the hearing .,rnde it 

i:11p03 sible for· us to co;i ti.rn!-:? to participate in wrw t ctm only be 

described S3 a judicial f~rce. O~r le ~0l reyres ~n t e tivas w0 re t o ld 

the1.t the n.u.c. harl destro7red the clothin _!: wo:--n by onr sonsi 

t t ' -i 1· tl· th ' 1 ·L 'l ' t r · alJ.- of' ",-.i1 i· ci., P.'nou..1.~ a' ,O ::?;s LG r w ._, 1. _ ,2: :111:-,s ,,: s &. __ e go,J y wo r n oy 1a n: , • L.i. -

have been produced es evidence ~nd made evailable for independant 

exominetion. Our representatives were al8o told that they could 

n9t q1J.,-3 s tion pr>ocedu1'e g us ,3 d f ,)r s ,~ J.ec t.ion oE the Jury, and. the 

Coroner refused to resp ond to an application made on the previous 
, 

da.y by ;:v:r. C0llins req1rnstl.ns thic:. t depositions should be t&ken from 
tho -:.~{- ,, t:I" l'•,::,t·,, ,-,·, n :ric-t shc_, tlld ') (:' 

~ ~ ... . ... ~ - • .. · ' ... l -: J ..... -· - • - · -

recelled. Tho Corone -r:' also r-=f-•.urnd to ~runt Mr. Colli::-1s a five 

min1Jte recess so th8. t he couJ_d cons11l t with his cli,mt. Finally 

the Coroner re f'o.sed to explain to our le ~:,D l re pre uen tl1 ti ve s the 

rEi.S:'lC>?:1 for t"h.e len7 thy -?.djour:1me!1ts bctwe~n bearin0 c, and tt.t:ruptly 

adjo :Jrn;:,d th,? proceedin.,~8 ;:md le.::'t t l,,:, co ,_; rt Hbiln 

addre3si!'lg hi rn. durin,_! t.h ,3 conr8e of a submi.ssion. 

'le shall now consult with our solicitors to consider the 

possibility of further Conrt proceediQgs l:i.rising out o.f the unjust 

m:m::1sr in whicrt the Inqu.;; st proc~ e,H:1_:3 s h ti Ve been conducted. h'a :3hall 

also be seeld.ng the :1nsistr,nce of vari011s human rights 

orc&'.:·_1.isati.ons to hi.r;hl i ~b"i.; a.nd per·3ue the de,nand for a public i:-;quir3 

in to the murder of o u r• sons. 

C1c 9 bv l.J )J_3 qt, :': s tion i-(-i Leh J till r e ma i ~1 s ,_ui:=::1 '.3,,G r s d is " Why 

were the killi •1gs o.f our soDs not included in the cases arising 
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the '3lloot-to--lcill 1 

Ss.mson irwestigati::,n • 
• LocG.l residents wl1o n8ve '.n:=i.1e witn•::ss de;iositi ::; n3 thro1.l;:::b cur 

egal representatives had indicGted t heir willingnes~ to g o ehe Gd 
and give evidence, ti.owev-::r, iri view oi' the fact thut we conside,:'ed the.t 

the procl:)a;lin.~~s \..'8 re to tally 1a0kh1 .. ~ in cr8dibili ty we believ~d thu c it 
, i'>d?JJ 11- • wou . .1..-i hevei\f1.1tile exercise foI' tae Ja, witnessas to come forward.. 

We also believed that the witnesses wo··1.ld h8.ve e.X;?OSl3d themselves 
to future hA.rassr1ent and intim:Ldeticn by the F;.fJ.C. es has been the 
.recent e>:perienoe of .i'1ar1-:: 'l'inney who co-1Hnenced. giving ~1vidE:nce on th~ 
second la.st day· of the hearin;?; 8th April. Hr. Tinney and one of the 

witnesses who w:as to be called have been harassed by H.U •. G. 

personnel and taunted a.bout their evidence and the statements 

contnina<.l in th-:.;ir da~Josit:1.ons. 
In ra celling th:., t in the i 1rrr1edi::tte aftermath of the ki J.linJ8 

Charlie Haughey a.s leudsr of the opposition in the 26 Counties 
called !'or a public inqairy into the deE, th of our sons, :..}ow that he 
occ1lpies the sea ·c .of power· in the 26 CoLmties, and in view of the unjus t 
manner in w:1ich the Inquest proceedings have been conducted, we would 
expect Mr. Haughey to take positive steps in support of his previous ca~' 

for a public In~uiry. 
Finally, WA would emphs.sise th .~ t it is o~Jr i:1te,.·Ycl .;-n to CE ,nr, :.:-,i :.:; r: 

with the utmcst vigour and ·by o.11 ·possible me~ms to hi0hlip:ht the 

fact that our sons were brutally murdered without mercy in a. joint 
operE, tion by th . .:; British Army end the R.1J.C. 
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