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El L J OTT HAS '. ,i O i~ RESP O iJ DE D J rJ AN AU T HO K J T AT JV E A 1J D f-1 0 RE FOR MAL WAY T 0 
T H E T A 1-J A J S T E ' S Q U E S T J O I.J S C ON C E R tJ J 'J G T H E LOU G H GA L L. I I~ C I D E i-J T , A S 
CO r-1 V E YE D J 1-l YOUR 2 5 8 C , W H J C H WE RE PUT T O T HE 8 R J T I SH O iJ 1 5 ·1 A Y • T HE 
RESPO iJSES HAVE NOT B EE. iJ CLEA R ED B Y Vi J iJJSTE RS B UT \.JERE DRA \~iJ UP BY Tht 
S E Ii J OR O F F J C JAL S H AN D L J NG T H E J S Su E J ;J T H E ii ORT HE RN J R EL A IJ D OF F J C E. • 
THEY ARE THE RE FOR E 110 RE AU TH() R J T AT JV c TH A l·J ? REV J OU S RESP O IJ SES • 

E 1. LI OTT A S KE D T H AT T HE J rJF OR M A T I O iJ BE I i·J G G J VE j.j I N T HE R ESP O tJ SE S 8 E 
KEPT CO rJF I DE rn JAL • HE SA I D THAT SO 11 E OF T HE A:~ S W ER S ARE rm T AS FULL 
AS \JE w OU L D HAVE L J KE D A rm· HE GAVE TWO RE AS O l,l S FOR TH JS • 

THE RUC ARE STRONGLY OF THE VIEW THAT THE JNVESTIGATJO N WO ULD BE 
SERIOUSLY PREJUDGED JF THE NJO ~E RE TO PUT OUT ANY STATEME NT 
CONCERNING THE INCIDE NT SUCH AS THE NU MBER OF WEAPO i.J S FIRED BY THE 
IRA PART Y, THE NUM B ER OF SHOTS FJKED OR WHO FI RED FIRST. TliE NIO ARE 
A \-i A R E O F R U MOU R S T H AT T H E P R O V J S J J i-J A L S J N T E N D T O P lJ T OUT A S T AT E. f,1 E IJ T 
ON THE I NCIDENT . THEY ARE SEEKJ NG ADVICE FRO H THE DPP AS TO ~ rlAT 
THEY r, JG HT SAY J N THE EVE iH OF Ti, E PU a L IC AT IO r~ 0 F A PROV JS IO IJ AL 
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• 
ST.ME N T W HJ CH w·A S PATENTLY FALSE, BUT THEY DO N v T TH JI~ K THAT THEY 

WOULD BE ABLE TO :SAY VERY MUCH. THE SECO~D REASON IS THAT THEY 

CA :-1 ,JOT SAY W HA T TH E F A C T S ARE UN T J L T HOSE F ACT S ARE DE F I r, IT I VE L Y 

EST A 6 L 'JS HE D B Y THE POL I CE J NV E 5 T JG AT J ON AND THE CO Iii S 1 DER AT JO ill OF THE 
DP P • THEY CAN rm T FORE CAS T W HE 1J THAT PRO CE S S WILL BE COMP L. ET E • MAN Y 

ST ATE 11 E fJT S ARE BE J NG T AK E N AND THE RE JS CO NS J DER ABLE F OR Ef.l S IC 
EVIDENCE TO BE EX AM I NED . PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WOULD SUGGEST THAT THIS 
P R O C E S S W J L L. T A K E I~ E E K S R A T H E R T H A N M O 1-l T H S • E L L J O T T G A V E I T A S H I S 

PERS ONAL VIE W THAT THIS I NVESTIGATION MIGHT TAKE A TOTAL OF 3-4 

WEEKS. A GOOD DEAL OF THE HARD EVIDE N CE HAS ALREADY BEEN 
ACCU MU LATED. THEY DO NO T HAVE ANY DOUBTS ABOUT WHAT HAPPE N ED '' UU T 
IT J S J N THE NATURE OF SUCH J rH J DENTS THAT J rJ IT JAL DE TA I LS C A It BE 

H J S R E P O R T E D ' ' • T H E Y D O N O T 8 E L J E V E T H A T I T W O U L D 8 E J ,Ii T H E I !,I T E rt E S T 
OF EITHER GOVER IJME. ;JT TO GIVE US FACTS WHICH LATER TUR fJED OUT TO B E 
rnCORRECT. 

E L L J OT T R E F E R R E D TO T H E L E T T E R O F T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T AT E R E P L Y I l,1 G T 0 

THE TANAJSTE'S LETTER OF 11 MAY, WHJCH HE ALSO GAVE ME. (A COPY JS 
CO IJ VEY ED IN A IJ AC CO MP A IJ Y J NG TELEX • ) KI :~ G SAY S HE WILL d AKE SURE THAT 

THE TANAJSTE JS KEPT FU L LY INFO RM ED THROUGH THE SECRETARIAT OF ANY 
S J G rJ J F J C A rJ T D EV E L OP ME i,j T S J N T H E J NV E S T J GA T I O Iii A N D T H A T T H E T W 0 

M Hi J STER S COULD ALSO KEEP J iJ TOUCH BY TELEP HO IJ E WHERE C J RC U 1-i ST A /-.ICES 
REQUIRE. HE B ELIEVES THE L OUGHGALL FUIJERALS WERE WE LL HANDLED bY THE 

RU C AND MUCH OF T HAT WAS DUE TO A f·1 E ET J /JG B ET W i: E JJ HE R f·10 I~ A r·rn Bl SH 0 P 
CAHAL DALY. 

T H E L. E T T E R A L S O S A Y S T H AT 6 A L. L A S T J C T E S T S H A V E C O !J F l R ME D .T H AT T H E 

\·/EA PO '.Vi J N T HE P JS SE S S J O 1,J O F T H E J R A :-1 E .'4 K J LL. E D rn LO Ll G HG ii LL ~J E RE 
RESP O IJ S J 8 LE FOR EVERY S J tJ G LE Vi UR DER A IJ D AT TE f'l P T ED j,'] UR lJ ER J IJ FE R I l A iJ MG H 

A iJ D T YR ONE T H I S Y E AR AS \.IE LL AS BE I I.JG USE D J I~ 0 T HE R AR EA S • M Ll R D E RS 

I N T H J S A R E A H AV E J f.J C l. U D E D T H R E E C IV J L J A N C O IJ T R A C TO R S • T H [ A D V I C E 
AVAILABLE TO K J NG 1-IO ULD I ND ICATE T HA T T HA T PARTICULAR JRA GROUP 

K IL I. E D A T L O U G H G A L I. H A D C O 1·1 :•1 IT T E D 4 0 - 5 0 M U R D E R S O V E R T H E Y E A R S • 

THE LETTER ALSO STATES TH AT FIVE MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY F ORCES WERE 
J rJ THE ST AT J O r~ AT T HE T J i1 E OF T HE ATT ACK A ND THAT T HE Y O IJ Ly I~ ARR Ow Ly 

SU R V J V E D B OT H T H E B O I J !:3 A rJ D T H E MA C H I N E GU N AT T A C K O IJ T H E B U J L D J iJ G • 

----------------------------------------------------------------
BEFORE ELL JOT T A NSWERED THE SPEC J F J C Q Ll EST J O iJ S l UNDER L I IJ ED THE 
J ~ P OR TA NC E O F PROVIDING T HE FUL L EST POSSIBLE ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPE NED 

AT LOUGHGALL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AN D J ASSURED HIM THAT HIS REQUEST 
T HAT ANY J N FOR f·1 AT J O I.J G I VE I~ T O US 1:3 E t·i A J ;.J T A J IJ E D C O :.J F J D E !.J T J AL w O t.J L D 8 E 

... • 

t 

FULLY RESPECTED. r 
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TO HQ FROM BELFAST 

II II I 

LOUGHGALL 

FOR O TUATHAJL 

PART IJ 

FROM O CEALLAJGH 

ELL J OTT THE r~ WENT THROUGH THE QUEST J O IJ S • (THE R i: ARE SOME M J NOR 
ADDJTJONAL QUESTJONS ASKED BY US). I TOOK A DETAILED NOTE AS 

FOL.LOWS: 

( A ) \J H A T \~ A S T H E O B J E C T J V E O F T H E S E C U R I T Y F O R C E S O , J 8 f·l A Y A T 

l.OUGHGALL? 

R E S P O N S E : T O P R OT i:. C T J !~ NO C E tJ T L J F E A N D P R O P E R T Y : J F PO S S J t3 L E. T 0 
PREVE iH THE CO i1M JSSJ OI! OF A CR H1E OR F AJL J iJG T HA T TO AP?REHE,H> TrlE 
PER PETR ATOR S : US J 1.·J G Orn Y SUCH FORCE AS W /.I. S RE AS O iJ Ao LE A i,JD rJ EC E 5 SARY 
J IJ TH E PART J CUL AR C J R C U f·1 ST AN C E S • 

( B ) \·J H A T A T T E 1,1 P T S W E R E M A D E T O P R E V E N T T H E J R A AT T A C K ? 

RESP O tJ SE : HO ·,·J TO RE SP O 1·1 D TO THE THREAT E ;n D ATTACK WAS AN OPERA T J O 1J AL 
DE C J S J O tJ • J T J S U IJ L. J KE LY T HAT THE POL I C E HAD SU F F J C I E IJ T J lJ T ELL J GE: IJ C E 
T O :1 AK E PRE E 1i PT JV E AR R EST S • IJ O C HAR GE S C OU L D HAVE 8 E UJ B RO U G ii T J ;J 
R E SP E CT O F T H E ATTA C K B E F ORE J T HA D 8 EE IJ SET J N T RA J IJ • THE RE IS IJ 0 
REASON TO B ELJEVE JT WOULD HAVE BEEN PRACTICABLE TO HALT THE 
T E R R O R J S T S O N T H E J R iJ A Y T O T H E S C E iJ E i~ J T HOU T AT L E A S T A S MU C H 

V J O L E i·J C E A S J IJ F A C T O C C U R R E D • 

( C ) I~ HAT AT TE 11 PT S WERE MADE T O O a TAJ IJ THE SUR RE IJD ER OF THE I R A PARTY 
OR OTHERWJSE TO DEAL WJTH THE ATTACK WITHOUT RESORT T O LETHAL 

FORCE? 

(D) WAS ANY ATTEMPT MAD E TO DJSA3Lf THE JRA PARTY ~ITHOUT RESORTJNG 

.,, . 
("- . 
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T O K J L l. J fJ G T HE M? 

CE) DJD THE SECURITY FJRCES FJRE ONLY AIMED SHOTS AND NO MORE ROUNUS 
T HA tJ W E RE NE C ES SARY TO ST OP THE ATTACK A rm P kE VE rn ES C APE ? 

RESPONS E : THE E X ACT SE Q U E IH E OF EVE IH S JS ST J LL 8 EI NG EST AB L JS HE D J IJ 
TH E POL J CE EN QU I RI ES • IT W J LL 8 E F OR THE DP P TO CO IJ S J DER THE DEGREE 
OF FO RCE THAT WAS USED AND TO DECIDE WH ETHER THERE JS ANY CASE TO dE 
PUT T O T HE C OU RT S • (EL LI OT T , S PE AK J NG PE RS O iJA LL Y A trn C ON F IDE NT J AL L Y , 
S~ID KING'S LETTER WENT AS FAR AS THEY DARED JN POI NTING TO THE IRA 
FJRI IJG THE FIRST SHOTS. KJNG HAD WANTED TO MAKE THIS POINT I N PUaLIC 
BUT HAD BEEN PREVAILED UPO N NOT TO DO SO B ECAUSE OF THE POSSI ~LE 
LEGAL RA MIFICATIO NS.) 

CF) WHAT PRECAUTJO NS WERE TA K E N TO KEEP OUT OR AVOID INJURY TO 

UN I NVO LVED PERSO NS? 

RESPONSE: THE SECURITY FORCES DID THEIR aEST WITHI N THEIR TRAI N J IJG 
AND ON THE BAS JS OF THE I NTELLIGE NCE AVAJLA3LE TO THE M TO AVOID 
I N J UR Y TO I N tJ O CE IJ T PEOPLE • SPEC I F IC ALLY I IJ PREP AR I t·J G FOR THE ATTA C ~ 
AT L OU G HG ALL THEY MADE T HE 1·1 SELVES A \JAR E OF THE PAT TE R IJ OF MOVE MEN TS 
BY LOCAL PEOPLE AND DEPLOYED THE MSE LVES WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF 
~1 I iJ I i•l I S I NG R I SK T O T HE POP UL AT I ON O F LOUGH GALL • I 1~ T H E I R AS SE. S S l•i E Ii T 
0 F T H E I NT E :rn ED ATTACK T H E Y \.J E RE SAT I S F JED THAT T HE BO i 'i 8 TO i3 E US ED 
WOUL D NOT RISK CIVILIA N LIVES BECAUSE THE RUC STATI ON IS SUFFICIE NTL Y 
REMOVE D FR O f·l OT HE R 8 U I L. D ING S J IJ T H E ARE A • 0 B V I OU S LY T H E I R 

. J IJT ELL I GEN CE As AL R U1 Dy r rrn I CATE D w As rJ OT CO 111 p RE rl E N s I VE OR p E RF EC T 
AND THE DEATH OF HUGHES AND SERIOUS I NJURY T O HIS BROTrllR ~AS VERY 
!-1 U C H R E G R E T T E D • 0 T H E R I N i-l O C E II T C I V I L I A I J S H A D A L S u B E E ;-~ I IJ T H E A R E. A 
AS I T HAD 1-l 0 T 8 EE N POSS I BLE FO R RE AS O IJ S I IJ D JC AT E i) J ll ?.ESP Q 1J SE T J 
QUESTIO~ CB ) TO SEAL OFF THE AREA BE FORE THE ATTACK. AS WE. LL AS THE. 
rlUGHES 3ROTHERS THERE HAD BEE IJ AN U IJ Jl.iVOLVED ~J0 11A ;J I IJ A CAt< IJ EAR 8 Y 
A rJ D A MA I~ WHOSE ACCO U iH HAD BE E IJ PUB L I SHE 0 J iJ THE TY RO ii E DE Vi OCR AT 
( SEE RE SP O IJ S E TO QU E ST J O iJ ( B ) ) • 

(G)(1) JS IT THE CASE THAT A FURTHER PERSON WAS AT THE SCE~E AND 
FLED HIS CA R TO ESCAPE GUNFIRE - PRESS REPORTS OF 15 MAY 19 37? 
C OU L D W E H A V E I N F O R M A T I ON A IJ D C OM M E N T A S IJ E C E S S A R Y ON T H I S 
EYE WITNESS ACCOU NT? 

R E S P ON S E T O T H E F J R S T PA R T : Y E S • H E WA S T AK E I~ I IJ T 0 C LI S T OD Y A fJ D \~ A S 
RELEASED ONCE THE RUC WERE SATISFIED HE WA S NO T I NVOL VED. 

(G)(2) COULD WE HAVE INFOR MA TIO N AIJ D C0 11MEN T AS tJECESSAR Y ON HJS EYE 
WITNESS EVIDENCE? 

~" ..... . •·. ~·: t" .. ·:- .. - · :-_ , - ~ ' . 

• : • .: • .. • ( I. • 

- ·. . -. '.~ .. ··. •. 
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• 
RESPONSE: NO. ANY INFORMATION HE GAVE WILL FORM PART OF THE RUC 
REPORT. GIVEN HIS OWN STATEMENT TO THE POLICE IT JS UNLIKELY THAT HE 
S AW MU C H O F W HA T HA P P E I~ E D • 

CH) JN PARTICULAR, WHAT JS THE RESPONSE TO HIS REPORTED EVIDENCE 
THAT GUNFIRE BROKE OUT BEFORE TrlE EXPLOSION, EVIDENCE ALSO GIVE N 
BY CANON LOWRY'$ WIFE AND LOCAL TEENAGER ALAN KERR (NEWS LETTER 
9 MAY)? (NOTE: INFORMATION GIVEN BY BRITISH SIDE SECRETARIAT 
ON 14 MAY 1987 WAS THAT THE FIRST VIOLENT EVENT ~AS THE 
EXPLOSION). 

R E S P O N S E : T H E F O R i1 A L A N S W E R I S A S I N ( G ) ( 2 ) A B O V E • B R I T I S H C A I~ 1~ 0 T 
COM ,~ EI~ T S I IJ C E T H I S I S A MATT E R F OR T HE POL J C E EN Q U I R J E S • 

(I) ARE THE AUTHORITIES STILL SATISFIED THAT NO ME M8ER OF TrlE IRA 
PARTY ESCAPED? 

RESPONSE : THE BRITISH HAVE NO REASO~ TO BELIEVE THAT ANY ME ~ 8E~ OF 
T H E I R A PA R T Y W H O vl A S I N VOL V E D J N T H E E X C H A rJ G E O F G U f,J F J R E ES C A P E D • 
THERE MAY OF COURSE HAVE BEEN OTHERS WHO WERE Ill THE V JC JrH T Y T 0 
ASSIST I~ THE ATTACK IN SO HE WAY BUT WHO WERE NOT INVOLVED IN THE 
SHOOT I r~ G • T HAT C A !J ON L. Y 8 E SP E CUL AT I O IJ • 

( J ) WHAT IS THE I R RESPONSE TO LOCAL SUGGEST IO IJ S THAT SO i'i E OF THE lR A 
W E R E S H OT O !J T H E G R OU tJ D A F T E R b E J IJ G C A PT U R E D ? 

RE SP O rJ S E : T HEY CA I~ !JOT CO f1 i•l E i~ T ON TH J S • J T I S CLE;:.. R LY A HAT T ER F O R 
PO L J C E E 1-l GI U I R E S • 

( K) HAVE THE SOLD J ER S l IJ VOL VE D BE UI REL J EVE D OF OPE RAT l O IJ ,U DU T lE S 
p E l·J D I rJ G THE RE s u LT OF J NV Es T JG AT IO 1J ALO iJ G THE L J rJ Es OF s TA tJ l> ARV 
PR O C EDU RE ( I ND I CAT E D a Y T HE BR IT J S H S J D E FOLL Ow J IJ G T rl E. 1-'i C KER fJ A 1-l 
SHOOTJ!JG LAST SEPT018E.R) 1.JHE RE REGULAR SOLDIERS ARE Ir~VOLVED HJ 
SHOOTING JNCJDE 1JTS? WHAT JS THE POSJTIO ;J J rJ REGARD TO RUC 
PE R S ON IJ E L. ? 

RESPOijSE: NO MEMBER OF THE SECURITY FORCES INVOLVED HAS BEEN RE l10VED 
FROl1 OPERATJO NAL DUTY TO DATE. (I REMitJDED ELLIOTT OF THE 
INFOR MATION WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN TO US 0~ 15 SEPTEMaER LAST THAT I ~ 
Al. L C A SE S W H E RE A R E GU L AR AR MY SOLD J ER HAS 8 EE :J I I~ VOL VE D J 1-i A 
SHOOT ING I NC IDE IJT \~ITH T ERROR J ST S ~.JH I CH HAS rn VOL VE D LOSS OF LI FE OR 
J tJ J UR Y , T HAT SOL D J ER I S IJ OT R E Q U I RE D F OR O? E RAT I O IJ AL DU T I ES A ,J l> 
CARRIES OUT DUTIES J J 3ARRACKS, U~ TJL A DECJSIO ~ JS ~ ADE OW THE BASIS 
0 F T rl E F A C T S • T HE D E C I S J O I~ I S I l ;.. D E B Y T HE G O C iJ OR T H E R Ii J R E LA l"J D • 

. .. . . 
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• 
ELLIOTT SAID HE WOULD MAKE FURTHER ENQUIRIES.) 

WE HAD ASKED SOME FU in rl E R QUES T J Oil S AS · F O LL O t~ S : 

( L ) W J L L T H E R E B E A F U R T H E R P U B L I C S T A T E 1·1 E N T B Y T H E B R I T I S H ? 

RESPONSE: EXCEPT J N THE CIRCU MS TANCES MEN TIONED A80VE WHERE THE 
PROVISIONALS PUT OUT A STATE MENT WHICH JS CLEARLY FALSE THERE ~ILL BE 
N O F U R T H E R P U B L J C S T A T E M E iJ T B Y T H E A U T H O R J T I E S H E R E B E F O R c T H E D P P 
HAS GIVEN HIS DJRECTIONS. CI ASKED HERE ~HAT WOULD HAPPEN IN THc 
EVENT T rl AT THE DP P D I REC TS T HAT THERE IS A CASE TO BE A rJ SW ERE D, 
PERHAPS IN RELATIO N TO THE SHOOT I JG OF THE HUGHES BROTHERS. ELLIOTT 
SA J D T HAT U tJ T J L T H E J tJ VE ST J G AT J ON J S C O 1·1 PL ET E IT W J L L IJ OT BE CLE AR 
WHETHER THE HJGHcS BROTHERS WERE SHOT BY THE SECURITY FORCES OR BY 
T H E J R A O R B O T H • H E W J L L H O W E V E R E N D E A V O U R T O O 8 T A J i,j A N A N S ~J E R F O R 
US. J ALSO SAID TJ HIM THA T JT JS PROdABLE THAT THEkE WILL BE 
J N Q U E S T S • PR E '.J J OU S E X P E R I E IJ C E WO U L D J N D J C AT E T H AT P E R T l JJ E IJ T F A C TU AL 
I IJ FOR i1 AT J O i~ HA S f·J OT J ,J THE PAST EM E R GED UN T 1 L T ri E HOLD 1 I~ G O F TH E 
J IJQU EST A:JD THAT JT JS IJQT UNUSUAL FOR SUCH 1;,1QUESTS TO BE HELD TWO 
OR THREE YEAR S AFTER THE INCIDENT ITSELF HAS OCCURRED. WUULD THE 
LIKELIHO OD OF JNQUESTS AFFECT THE FACTUAL I IJ FOR MA TIO N WHICH COULD 6E 
MADE AVAJLA aL E Ol~CE TrlE DP? HAS GIVE N HIS DIRECTIO NS ? ELLIOTT WILL 

ALSO CHECK THIS ISSUE.) 

( i·I ) AR E P R E S S R E PO R T S A C C U R AT E T H AT A N A D D J T J Q IJ A L W E A PO fol ( A 
PIST OL ) HAD BEE N FOU ND ? 

R ESP O IJ S E : T rl E BR J T J SH U IJ D E R ST A ;J D T HAT O fJ E F U RT HE R i~ 0 N - S EC UR 1 T '/ 
FO RCES WEAPO N HAS BEEN FOU ND - A STAR GUN PISTOL. 
II/ II 
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