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Po l i t i c a l De v e l o pme n t s in Northern Ireland. 

':. _ ..... _ ··---------------------------------------

Belfast_Citt_Couci l. 

On the 16 March Unionists in Belfast City Council voted to 

restructure the Comnittee system in the Council. Under the new 

arrangements membership of the 7 ordinary comnittees will 

increase from 13 to 17 and the quorum needed for a meeting wil 1 

be raised from 3 to 8. The effects of these new proposals wi 11 

be t o hand o v e r camp l e t e cont r o l o f ,{ l l c omni t tees t o the 

u n i on i s ts and a l l ow th em to prevent me e t in gs of the c omni t tees 

by denying a quorum. 

Ouring the past 16 months, initially as a protest against the 

Sinn Fein presence in the Council an8 later as a protest against 

the Anglo-Irish Agreement, the unionist 

ad j o u r nme n t p o l i c y p r e v e n t i n g me e t i n g s 

carried on an 

the Council and its 

c omm i t t e e s • Si nee June 1986 only the G --· 'l e ra l Purposes Comni t tee 

has been re-convened and here too littl e o r no council business 

v, a s t r a n s a c t e d • The High Court found them in breach of the law 

for this action and recently fined the Cit y Cou ncil £25,000. It 

is expected that under the new system the un i o nists will direct 

rno s t o f the i r bu s i n es s t o the comm i t tee s , r: o n t i nu e t o have v e r y 

f e w me e t i n g s o f t h e f u l 1 Co u n c i l a n d t h e n , ;.J e r ;1 a p s , no t s h ow u p 

for committee meetings, thus effectively sus pending the wor k of 

the Council again. 

\Vh i l e the u n i on i s ts are ab 1 e to push th i s de c i s i o n th rough 

Council, it still has to be ratified in April and elections to 

the Corrm i t tees w i l l be he 1 d in May • Ther e is already talk of 

court action against what can only be described as 

gerrymandering and it is believed that this interference with 

the wo r k o f the Co u n c i 1 i s con t r a r y t o the s p i r i t of the H i g h 

Court ruling. 
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District Councils 

As a fol low up to the Alliance's s u ccessful p r oceedings again st 

the Unionist adjour . .f"lment pol icy, the SDLP, because of the 

absence of A lliance councillors there, have indicated that the y 

will take court action against Cookstown and Craigavon distr i ct 

co u n c i l s to f o r c e th em t o re s ume no rma l bus i n es s • 

Sinn Fein. 

In We s t Belfa s t, Ge rr y Ad ams w ill o b v i o usl y g i ve no quarter to 

the SDLP i n th e fa ce of Joe Hend r o n's· bi d fo r h is V/e stminster 

s e a t i n t h e f o r t h c om i n g 8 r i t i s h Ge n e r a l E l e c t i o n • H a v i n g 

co n dmened Presi de nt Re a g an' s s p e ech on the A I A , he went on to 

c h a l l e n g e J o hn Hume t o s t a t e p u b l i c l y how muc h money h i s part y 

had r ec ei ve d in t he p a s t and wou l d recei ve in the future fr om 

the l'~ ati o nal Democ r a ti c Ins t it u t e in : V/ashingt o n whi c h, he 

c lai me d , ha s C I A conn e c ti o ns. 

!JJA 

The LJDA co n t i n u e s to be n e f i t po l i t i c a l l y f r om t he k u do s i t s 

pr o posals f o r a power-sharing de vo l ved go v.:: r .,,ne nt and a B ill o f 

R ights ( as set out in its document "C ommons S-=nse " ) r eceived . 

Though po i n t i n g t o t he LOA ' s co nn e c t i o n w i t ~ the UVF -

responsibl e , it is. believed, f o r t h e fi r e - b o: nbi,gs i:1 the Sou t h 

and most of the loyalist sectar i an inti mi ,fatio ., in the t io rth -

the Wor k ers' Part y wel c omed t he p rop o sal 3 . T~e \'/or~e r s' Par t y , 

in line with their i d eological outlook, bcli-=ve that peo pl e 

would support r e al co aliti o ns in go vernment based on gen u in e 

p o 1 i t i c a 1 a n d e c o n om i c p r o g r amme s a n d c a l l e ,j f o r t h e ; n ·~ l o - I r i s h 

Agreement to be put i n to "co I d s tor age" a s i t has , i n t h e i r 

eyes, failed in its objectives. 

The LDA itself is trying to maintain the political focus on its 

new image and quotes an excerpt from the Police Federation's 

Bullet in in which the Federation's chairman, Alan Wright, told 

Tom King and Nicholas Scott at a recent meeting that a 
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s i g n i f i cant ma j or i t y of the pop u l at ion had been po l i t i cal l y 

alienated~or- d-isillusioned because of the developments 

surrounding the Anglo-Irish Agreement. The LOA used the quo te 

to reiterate that Secretary of State King should "give a clear 

signal to Unionists that the Government would welcome and 

seriously consider positive alternatives to the Treaty". 

I n t he s ame v e i n , t he UDA ha s ch a l l e n g e d t he 8 r i t i s h Go v e r nmem t 

to react to the Taoiseach's statement made in the US on the 

Anglo-Irish Agreement. 

~nionist. 

f'.,, lo l y n e a u x , i n a n ow r a r e a s s e r t i o n o f h i s v i e w s , h i t o u t a t t h e 

i n - f i g h t i n g be t wee n OUP and D~P r-nem b e rs , ob v i o us l y refer r i n g t o 

the contention bet,·1een incumbent OLP fvPs and aspiring DUP 

candidates and the o ngoing problems :encountered by the Joint 

Un i on i s t \'/ o r k i n g Pa r t y i n t he pas t f e w , nth s. The spectacle of 

such tension w ithin the unionist camp m r ely aided the aims of 

the Anglo-Irish Agreement, he held. 

7'0 Ma r ch , l 9 8 7 • 
PolitLcal Section, 
Anglo-Irish 

0363C 
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