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CONSULATE GENERAL OF IRELAND 

Corifid~ntial 

P.1/14 

March 23, 1987 

The Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

Subject: Visit to Boston by J oh n Hume , M. P ., M.E.P. 

Mr. Hume's visit (18-19 March) was coordinated by the Committee 
for a New Ireland. At lunch on 18 March he spoke to the Boston 
Bar Association . It was a vintage Hume speech, unexceptionable 
(at least to those familiar with his approach) except for a strong 
pitch for economic investment in N.I. and for the fact that he had 
to deal with a question on his attitude to the MacBride Principles 
(prompted no doubt by an article in The Boston Globe some days 
previously reporting his opposing argume nts). He repeated his 
opposition to the Principles (mainly on the basis of the potential 
damage to investment in Northern Ireland) but he was conciliatory to 
proponents in the U.S. - "sincere but misguided" would not be an 
incorrect summary of his remarks in this regard. 

On the afternoon of 18 March Mr. Hume spoke a t a reception hosted by 
the Irish Society at Harvard University a n d l a ter that even ing was 
an honoured guest at a fundraiser in Charl e stown for Field Da y (Derry). 

At a working breakfast hosted b y Ma yor Fl ynn on 1 9 Ma r ch a nd a tt e nde d 
by local inve stors and city /sta t e e co nom i c pl~nnc rs th e Irish Economic 
Re search Pro j ec t wa s l a unche d. The c1 i m o( ti 1 i:c; j11iti .?t i v0 i s t o 
promot e an economi c r e lc::i tiunsh i ? be tween :,. : t · ·: · , ; . , L· .. ; ,·:· .ir:, ! Uos ton , 
with the a im of stimul a ti ng i nve stmen t f r or:i _;: i.cc; ...: i. ·:' >1 tl,c no rt hwe st 
region of Ire land. John Hume exp r e ssed hirr,s....:lf , s L:..-iny d r.:: lighte d 
with this development (which is d e s e rvi ng of a scpJ ~~tc r epo rt) a nd 
he was fulsome in his praise f o r the Mayor and h is ~dvise rs . 

It should be added that the Co nsul Ge ner a l of Gr ea t Brit a in an d the 
local representative of the Northern Ireland Indus t r i a l Deve lopmen~ 
Board were at every function attended by Mr. Hume (wit h the e xception 
of the student affair at Harvard.) 

~ .f ,J_ lAA "--
Patrick H. Curran 
Consul General 

cc Ambassador 
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Boston 

P.1/14 

Confidential · 

March 23, 1987 

The Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

Subject: Visit to Boston by Seamus Mallon, M.P. 

Seamus Mallon was in this area 14 - 18 March and was the featured 
speaker at the 250th. dinner of the Charitable Irish Society on 
17 March. 

His visit was coordinated by the Committee for a New Ireland, working 
in cooperation with Mayor Flynn's office and the Mayor's press 
secretary, Frank Costello, hosted a fundr a iser for Mallon at his 
home on the evening of 14 March. Both Costello and Jim King 
of the C.N.I. took turns in introducing him to local contacts and 
media outlets. 

A meeting with some political figures and members of the Irish
American Labor Coalition gave rise to problems in view of 
John Hume's attack on the MacBride Principles in a Boston Globe 
article some days previously. (Hume's reported remarks had 
offended some of the local proponents of the Principles and 
Mallon, as the available S.D.L.P. representa tive, was the recipient 
of the criticism). 

In general terms Seamus Mallon's visit seems to have been successful 
and helpful.While attacking the record of Unionist intransigence in 
fairly trenchant terms in his speeches/public utterances he stressed 
the ultimate necessity for reconciliation and the viability and 
potential of the Anglo Irish Agreement. 

fJd.tv»--
Patrick H. Curran 
Consul General 

cc Ambassador 
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