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AMB4~ N4 h(1RL.A•Of , LONC).AJN , 17 Grosvenor Place 

SWIX 7HR • 
CONFIDENTIAL - BY COURIER SERVICE - . (,s...fft{~ 

41~~ September 1986 
. C. l : 

Lunch with Charles 

;,=~~ 
Powell,~! Private 

I 
Dear Assistant Secretary 

to the Prime Minister 

L A1cd£, 
~~' 

~~ 
/f-1 -

,,J/-1 ,l__ I. -
Secret;ry ~ -

\1\ ,~/ \'. ~,rr -
Poweil expressed the strong convi~tion that three-man courts are 

not on. He said 

it is very important that we deliver the Convention, but we 

must eitheJ'_del-i-ver' it or, if we can't, drop it. 
- :-- # 

It is not on for us to say we need three-man couits in order to 

deliver the Convention and, despite the fact that theyappreciate 

that it is not simply a neg~tiating or bargaining counter on our 

part, they dislike having it put up to them in this way. 

They have analysed the case on 

believe it is a very good one, 

than any possible advantages. 

three-man cou"rt~ and they do not ~ 

that the d i s a d_v a1
n tag es a re bi g g e-r ··.:::~ -

I I ,_,. 

He said their anqlysis is not .. 
based on the views of the Northern Ireland judic~ary and Hailsham/ 

Lowry only, but has been done by London. He s·a~ d Havers shar.es 
I I ' 

the analysis. j 

' ' , : . 
1' 

They accept that something needs to be done on {the administratfon 
of justice but want to look elsewhere: he mentioned the abolition 

of supergrass trials as a personal preference. 

If, however, we are hooked on the three-man courti point, we had 

better get the point and the implications of failure across again 
to hie boss. ( I m e n t i o n e d t h a t I u n d e r s t o o d o u r A t t .o r n e y G e n e r· a L _ -

is meeting Sir· Michael Haver·s next, -Monday and he said that is 

welcome and we should perhaps seize that opportunity too to g_et ._ ( 
our message through.) 

... / ©NAI/TSCH/2016/52/65



2. 

'• 
More generally, he listened to our ideas on procedure with the 

parliamentary body, and said he thought Mrs Thatcher would find 

this quite acfeptable (subject to Wakeham's and King's approval). 

He believes the Agreement and the p~oblem of the Unionists will 

take some years to work out, and that we should all be prepared for 

a long haul involving successive Governments on both sides (if .. 
that is what those Governments want)l ~·. 

,.. 

In the meantime, he feels we must harden outselves to resist the 

gloom and doom scenarios which w~[l, he expects, continue to plague ~­
\ ~. us. 

i 

He expressed appreciation for the Taoiseach's sensitivity when, 

duri~g the Hague meeting, Mrs Thatcher briefly lost her concentration. 

-- .. ~ _ ...... 
Yo.urs0-si nee rely 

~~~ 
Richard Ryan 
Counsellor/ 
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