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Meeting between Taoiseach Dr Garret FitzGerald and 1..~{~'.? ~,Lt 
uL._C-

Secretafy of State for No rthern Ireland Mr Tom King, ~ 

Present: 

Embassy London, 28 Novem ber 1986 

Ambassador Do rr, lir D tially, Mr E O Tuat hail 
and Sir Robert Andrew . 

. -
(T he f ollowing , which is i n direct speech, is re co nstructed 

from fairl y detailed notes but is not a verbatim acco unt of th e 
meeting) 

Taoiseach 

1•\r Kin g 

Ta oiseach 

(after wel comi ng ?I r King and some discussion of 

the developments in Sir Robert Armstrong's 

evide nce on the ;,11S Pete r Wright memoi r es case in 

Australia) . I understand that yo u have a time 
co nstraint . 

Yes , a nd I r eg r et that [ ca nnot co me t o yo ur 

dinner tonight but Nicholas Sco tt will be 

present . I have t o go to Wales. 

CROSS - f30RDER SECUUTY COOPER:\ r [ON 

There a re a few poin Ls that we migh t discuss. 

firstly, on securi t y cooperati.Jn , I und erstand 

that there is t o l.,e a meeting between the two 

sides nex t Friday in Dubl in on coope rati on on 

exp losiv e devices on the border. Bas i ca lly the 

ar r a,igeme n t i s t,iat it our explos iv e e xp e rt s .Jre 

no t a vailabl e the11 one o r t1.;o ot yo ur people can 

come across. Tn e re is a rso the is sue of 

questio nin g - ch i s is being dis c ussed i n the \·,orki1q 

C r o u p s t o d a y . l I: we 1-1 e r e t o a l l ow t h e i<U C L o b e 

pr e sent at the questioning of terro r ist suspect s 
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held by the Gardai there would be l egal 

difficulties and also it could be 

counterproductive from a political point of view . 

I would like to explain what the Unionists say to 

me. They say: "Just look at all those IRA 

terrorists strutting around in tne Republic and 

nothing is done to lock them up". But I answer 
' -

tnat til ere are terrorists at large also in 

Nor the r n I re 1 and l, u t the prob 1 em is th a- t there is 

no evidence o n which to arrest them. We ca n of 

cou rse bring in suspects for questioning and it 

appea rs that the 1•osition is that in every other 

European country our pol ice are a ll owed t o go for 

questioning. It 11ould be unfortunate if t11e 

kepublic was different . 

Iv i t. 1 u s d e t e 11 t i o n f o r '-l u e s t i o n i n g i s i 11 e g a l. 

There are considerabl e p r oblems in this whole a r ea . 

At the special (011ference on cross l.iorder secur it y 

on 31 Octobe r in London it i)ec11;ie clear that our 

s y s t em o f j LI s t i c e i s 111 u ch r.i o re ;1 ea v i 1 y we i g h t e J i n 

favour of the citizen as opposed to the 

authorities . 

I understan d that the prese11t rositi o n on 

questioning is that the 1: UC c .111 c 0 1.1e ,Jo1,n Lo ;OU 

a i 1 d g e t i n f o rm cl t i u n t I tr o u 6 n r_ i 1 c .~ .J r ,i J 1 . 

T n a t i s J :11 a t t er Lo r L h c (j cl t" , I J i l J u i] I l ,, J) J \, 

1, ,, a t t s i 11 v o L \. ·~ d . 

T he p r o b l e rn i s t h " t i t d o e s n o t h' o r. . T il e L ,n J r e 

train ed to resist interrvgJLton. I-or i..nstc111ce, 

some of the terrorists rel eased as a resulL o[ the 

Black supergrass ,1ppeal are now l.iack tn business 

©NAI/TSCH/2016/52/19



• 
• 

Taoiseach 

:,tr King 

Taoiseaci1 

Taoiseaci1 

i•lr King 

3 

and they would be twice shy abo ut interrogation as 

they know they have said things they should not 

have when they were in custody. Although 

information is difficult to get you have the best 

chance if you use trained interrogators . 

If your interrogators got what they wanted such 

information would not be presentable in court. 

The questioning is not pr i marily for court 

presentation but to build up patterns of 

information for i11telligence purposes. 

We are more const rained in this whole area than 

you . Tile technical details will be fully gone 

into ia tne 1.orki11g group . 

In the paper we gave you on cross border security 

cooperation we gave ou r views abciut structures. 

\'ie can look at so11e of these aspects again 

particularly when the Sampson Report (third part 

to · deal with the r1anagement of the RUC) is 

completed. Generally things seem to be going well. 

What we are lookillg for is total cooperation and 

naturall y I am impa tient in seeing rnis goal put 

into effeci; . \·/e l1ave heard o n the gossip chain 

tiiat ti1ere 1.as so11e suspici on in vo ur .-'l.rrny about 

the direct contacts involved in th e new 

arrangements Lo deal wici1 exi.ilosives o n the 

border . [nJeed tlie tact that we sensed this 

difficult fecdbad : may be .1:1 inJic.1Lion ti1dl our 

cooperation is going well anJ [ shouLJ s:iv Lhat 1, 1.: 

1.ere very 6 raLetu:C f.or the respons e you i.:c1ve us JL 

tile tirne of tile special meeting of 31 Octobe r. 

But ·,;e did pick up this flavour of dis qu i et in 

your Army and nerv ousness about talking directly 

to t!te British Ar11y. We want to overcome this and 
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to build up confidence. One suggestion I woulJ 

make is that there should be increased training of 

yovr Garda and Ari1y personnel at our training 

establishments. Uramshill is our professional 

police training college. We would like to see 

more from the Gardai coming and similarJly 

Cambe(ley for somu of your Army training. Even 
your police when they hear an English accent on 

the otner end of the pnone with us, get up-tight 

because they might be talking to an army officer. 

You have in fact ~ent sorae of your Gardai in the 
past to Bramshill. 

T 11 e prob 1 e ;,1 w i ti 1 the Army in t 11 e pas t was th a t we 

sent officers almost exclusively to you . As 

reg a r d s the l.i a r J a 1 l Kn o 1.J L ha t 1, e s e 11 t t he 

trainers to you . 

That was to the security services . I kno1; tna t 

you also use the FBI anJ the :iounties . 

l'ie would like to ~;ee an increase in tnis 1.Ji1ol e 

area . For instance, we ensure that all senior 
of f i c e r s i n t he k ll C g o t o r a t e ri,1 t o 1:1 a i n Lrn d 

police forces under the general gu idan ce of the 

I n s p e c t o r o f C o II s L ab u l o r y . It 1.J e c a n !1 e l p i n t h i s 

we 1v0uld like to do so as it is J useful wa y to 

build bridges . · 

l.::<uadition 13ill 

Y o u k n o 1.J ,.., r1c1 t i s I I a ;) p e n i n 8 o n t 11 e l:: x t r d d i t i o 11 

3ill . .llichael Lillis has tolJ you about it. The 

Bill is a c iean dill anJ we should 3et it thr ough 

the Dail before 17 December. 
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I am lost in admiration at the way you handle Dail 
busi ness so quickly. 

The position has Geen made easier because the 

commencement date provision has defused the 

situation . The OJ>position can say that progress 

is not sufficient at this time but if they oppose 

t;te ts i ll, co_n_!aining the commencement provision, 

they run the risk of being seen as supporting 
action against terrorism. 

will only be a 2-day debate. 
Because of ~his there 

We- mucit appreciatl! the decision you have made on 

this but as you have seen I gave no public welco me 

to your de c i s ion . Mi c 11 a el Li 11 i s to 1 d me th a t 
such a welcome 1vould not help. 

Yes , t 11 a t i s so , ,t n d 1v e have to go to the Sen a t e , 

probably in January, and then the Bil l will become 

law unless of cou1·se the President queries it on 

constitutional grounds, which I think unlikely. 

If that happened the Supreme Court has to decide 
quickly. 

The Supreme Court decis i on cannoL go oeyonJ L\-io 
months . 

Yo u ca n 1 o o k a t us on t he Te d c i1 e rs ' Pay 13 i 11 . hie 

want to gee tnat through by Christmas . r hope we 
a r e as lucky dS yuu . 

1ve had, of course, the co nsi derable prool"m o r th'-' 

:S - Jud g e C 6 u rL s . -.· :1 i s ca us e d J i ft' i c u 1 t i e s J n d J l s o 

it meant that there was a time-la3. 
I n G o v e r n 1;1 e n L 

it was not easy t u gee the- rigl1t decision Jnu 

there was always the risk of a Fianna Fail 

filibuster on the Bill. The r eaction by Fianna 

fa i 1 h a s b 0 •J • 1 a r e 1 i e f . 
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Last night ' s mortar attack in Newry will not 

exac t ly harm your case. 

Yes . Were there uany seriously hurt in Newry? 

At least four including a pregnant woman. I tnink 

the whole incident is a disaster for the IRA in 

the Newry community. 

PRISONS POLICY 

There is the 4uestion of prisons policy. You have 

done much on releases, but more needs to be done. 

There is the question of a political statement 

(pre-Agreement draft text) . I think it may be the 

time to do t.1is . Fr Fdul is constantly making the 

point of the effect of releases on families. 

Families are an ir1porta11t lever as was clear 

d~ring the hunger strike. You should look at this 

area and see if we can use it as a lever. The 

point is that the Agreement has greatly reduced 

support for the ILA but there is a hard core 1./hich 

can be got at through the families. 

I have had some a ppr oaches from the Catholic 

Church on this but I appreciate fully the point 

you a r e making a;1<! we will lo o K. J t it. 

As you k1101,1 I am C:hair1nan of Lil e Lif e Sent e nce 

R c v i e 1,1 Bo a r d . I n t h e t h r e e y e a r s i n 1, h i c h L h e 

Board i1as Deen opt.:rating Sl ltters nav e :Jee 11 g iv e n 

release dates (the r e is about a year ' s dela y 

be £ore re l e as e ) . Th a t 1,1 cans t-h a t o u t o f 5 l) u 

lifers there are 110w 450 left. The dil:ficulties 

are that we have to be ca reful to avoid any 

impression of an amnesty and to ensure against 
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reinvolvement ia violence after release . If the 
sec urity situation improved then there would be 

less likelL1ood of the risk of re i nvolvement and 

the question of a statement would be more 
desirable . 

. E O Tu a th a i l 

Taoiseach 

Mr King 

Sir Robert 

Andrew 

:,1 r r-- i 11 g 

l'aoiseach 

The text of the draft st a tement, at the enJ, runs 
' -

as follows : 

"It is the profound hope of both the UK and the 

Irish Governments that the Agreement will foster 

reconciliation between the communities in Northern 

Ireland and will lead to a majo r and sustained 

redu c tion in the ievel of violence . If that were 

to happen, the risk of released prisoners 

r eve rting to c riminal activity woul d be diminished 

and this would be a factor of which full a cco unt 

woulu be taken along with other considerations in 

decid ing whether the releases of prisoners co uld 
be accelerated." 

Yes , t n a t is the l' n r as e "a 111 a J o r and s us ta i n e J 
r ed uction". 

I only came in at tile tim e the text was being 
drafted . 

It was Defore yo ur time . 

I i./ i l l l oo k a t i t . 

f'ne recent case ot st ri p - _searching ot J 1,1)J;1Jn :1,~l,l 

for non-p aylilent of fin es f o r a moto ring o ff ence 

brouJht to my a ttenti on again tne wnol e 4uestion 
of strip searcttinr: . 
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There are no political prisoners so there is no 

difference as regards the custodial care of women 
prisoners. 

But surely there is a category of dangerous and 
less dangerous prisoners. 

There is only one women's prison and al l are 

subject to searching as even the so-called "decen t 
c r i ra i n a 1 s 11 ca n s 11111 g g 1 e in th i n gs . 

Mr King (replying to Taois eacn) That is a good point. 

Taoiseach 

Robert 

Andrew 

'Ir l\in g 

Taoiseach 

We want to see the number of strip searches 

decreased, for instance in certain catego ries 

(discretionary). What about inter-prison visits 
and cour t appeara!lces? 

There was a flurry in April wh e n there was the 

prison move fro m hrmagh and also releases . 

There are no inter-µrison visits for 1,1omen as 

there is only one priso n and ~om en prisoners are 

not ~ept bandcuffed for court appearances so there 

is opport uni ty to slip them things. 

I note 1.J hJ.t yo u s,1y. 

PUHL[l · ORUER URDE I. 

--- ------------- - -

About the Public Urder Order, can you tell m 

somet,,ing about yuu r plans? iiic110L1s .,)COtt 

referred to it in the House of Cornrno ns last ntg11c. 
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I would request you not to ask me about that. 

Please leave it to me. If I had to answer you all 

~ could do is to refer to the statement in the 11 

March Conference Communique. The Public Order Act 

is, of course , in force now and we are doing 

exactly we said we would do in the the 11 March 

Communi que . 

E O Tuathail We will ne ed to see actio n bef o re 8 De cemb er 

Inter-Governmental Conference 1'-leeting . 

Hr Kin g I do not wa nt . to i:;o in to that. 

E O Tuathail The !l December Conference Meeting will come just 

before the introduction of the Extrad ition l:lill in 

the Dail o n 12 December. 

Ta oiseac l1 

Tao i seac,1 

Robert 

Andr e 1, 

1 ca nnot be Eull y certain of the Progressive 

Democrats in the Lxtradition Bill debate . They 

have a lawyer beuind tnem 1,rho is advising them o n 

the prima facie requirement. I hope they will not 

insist on that. !,s to the Public Or de r Order, we 

expect it to contain provisi o ns o n Flags and 

Emblems , incitem e 11t to voters anJ parades and 

marches. 

I NTl:IZNAT l UN AL FU ,iJJ FOR l 1U::AL .'-ID 

- ---------- - - -- - ---- -- --- - --- -

T It ere i s a ls o the 1,1 a t t er o f LI t e l n t e r 11 a t t ona l Fund 

fo r lr e l and a nJ tl1e ElC co ntrt buL i on . hhen l see 

Heads of ::itcile o r ·._,ove rn1,1ent anJ Lney en,1uire 

about this I have no thing t o say . 

There i s a Jiffercnce uetween u s about n approach 

at Community level or bilaterally . 
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Delors is aware that a Community contrii:>ution can 

be made direct to the Fund. 

I am not clear about this but my recollection was 

that a Community contribution would mean 170% 

contribution by tlte UK. But my eyes blaze when 

the EEC Budget coues up. 

He l1ad ta-li<.s this 1,1eek, in the Foreign Office , and 

the basic problem seems to be that the UK cannot 

agree to any action that would lead to an 

increasfed financial charge on the EEC. 

Hut t~ere is also tne problem o f additionality . 

There were various ideas . The earlier proposal -

1, n i c Ii 1.J a s y o u r s - 1.J a s b y w a y o f a s p e c i a l rn e a s u r e 

and this had a problem of additionality. Other 

proposals on your side were the more cEf i c ient use 

of the structural funds under the Si ngl e European 

Act lArticle 130 I1) and bilateral 3jJproacltes to 

individual Member States . 

B i 1 a t e r a 1 a pp r o a c 11 e s 1, o u l d r e s u l t i n v e r }' l i t t 1 e 

in view of the budget problems of individual 

States . Tne Comuission can of course make a 

proposal itself. 

There is also ou r idea of a Jirect Cor.1mL1nit)' 

contribution to tile Fund. This ·,.;ill get ove r Lh e 

pro o i e r.1 of a J d 1 t i on a 1 i t y . \~ e ,,- ,J; I l J 1 i i-.. C t ,) 

discuss this -with tiie Cor.1111issi o,1 jointly . 

You :;;10ul d tal~e tltis up 1,jit\1 _t ne "PresiJent'' l.'irs . 

Th a t c h er ) 1, hen yo u co 1i1 e a g a in n ex t week. E or the 

t::uroiJean Cou,ic i L. 
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Anotner idea is to insert a budget line which 

1.ould not be taken up until the budget position i.s 

,improved. 

E O Tuatnail The US will want to see at least one other donor 

D. i'/a 11_1_ 

Tao i seac11 

if they are to maLe the second and subsequent 

contributions . 

There are'strict l1S procurement rules 11iltre the US 

is the main donor. 

I had not · realisecl until the other day tnat the US 

contribution has to be used for business projects 

and t11ere 1,ill be not,1ing for reconciliation 

projects . We need to move on this . 

(Mr . King asKeJ Robert A,tdrew lo talk to the Foreign Off i ce) 

Taoiseach 

Taoiseacn 

POLITICAL SITUATION 

The political situation remains difficult . 

Molyneaux seer.is to have lost gt-ounJ over t11e 

Councils. He was at a high Juri.ng the OUP 

Conference, then !te 6ot i.nto Jifticulties . It is 

noteworthy ()f the 190 OUP Councillors 120 came and 

voted strongly :i. 6 ainst resi gning their seats . 

t-'IOlyneaux snould lJe the lea der 1,llo coulJ make the 

f i. r s t r,10 v e i n a p o s i t i v e t.i i r e c c i o n o u c :1 e i s v e r y 

nervous . Another notable face is che ar.iount of 

Unionise :novec1ent arDunJ ;1esc111i .1ster. 

Ian Gow came to see me recentl y. 

Ian uow, Biggs-Da1·ison and Amery remain concerneJ 

about Northern Ireland but they are much less 

hostile tnan tney were at the time of the 

signature of the hgreement. 

'/ I 

L 
'\ 

©NAI/TSCH/2016/52/19



• 
Tao i seaciH 

Mr King 

Taoiseach 

~Ir King 

Taoiseach 

~i r King 

Taoiseach 

12 

Ian Gow was arran1:ing for me to meet ~lolyneaux 

during this visit but Molyneaux backed-off. I 

wDuld, of course, have told you in advance that 

the visit was going to take place . 

Mo 1 yneaux is always Joing that . Molyneaux a n<l 

Unionists are look.ing at both our electoral 

positions. They 11an t to wait and see . . -

the 

The meeting with rloly neaux was not my suggestion. 

I 11ave taken 110 illitiatives in meeting Unionists 

since early this year. 

ifo are s tanding firm on the Agreement and we will 

see that your concerns for the interests of 

nationalists are 11et ove r a period of time. We 

are grateful for yo ur cooperation but naturally we 

are impatient to increase cooperation against 

terrorism. I was pleased that Larry Wren attended 

Lady Hermon's funeral. 

About Seamus Mallun's statement . 

Yes, thank you for your messa ge . 

and it was very helpful. 

I .iassed it on 

Her mo n Ii a s done a re 1~ a r k ab 1 e j :) b 1, i t h much 

progress in the ~UC. 
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(There was a brief discussion ht the end about handling the 

press with King suggesting that he could reflect the common 

condemnatiun of t11e Taoiseach hnd nimself of the Newry mortar 

attack and that if there were nny questions about the Public 

Order Order he would'stick to the 11 ~larch joint statement). 

E. 0 Tuathail 

2 a NO Ve 1,1 be r ' 1 9 8 5 . 

0315A 
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