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l. The Irish language is central to the identity anc trad:tion 

~··· • .. · . -· ·. 0 f.. ),:- i_ .s l:t .-. .P~.:t: ~ . .0.P9-~ i~ ~s., .a.nd ·.··. t ·ht1B'·' •i:nN<i> lves · ·?-i·gti ts·-·· 'ah d ·-·o"b:J -ec °t t~ e ~ ., ... ·. 
espoused by the Anglo-Irish Agre~ment e.g. 

(The . _two Gove:-nments) " •••••• recognising the need for 

continuing efforts •..•• to acknowledge the rights of the t~o 
major traditions (P:-emable) 

"Recognising and respecting the identities of the t·..,o ',-_ 

communities in Northern Ireland (Preamble) 

"The Conference shall be a framework ( i) for the 

a~comodation of the rights and identities of the two traditions 
which exist in Northe:-n Ireland (Article 4), 

"The Conference shall concern itself . with measures to recognise 
and accommodate the rights an-c;i identities of the two traditions 
in Northern Ireland .•. Matters to be considererl in this area 
include measures to foste:- the cultural heritage of bot:: 

traditions." 

2. The Irish Joint Chair~an, concerned that nationalists in Nor~hern 
Ireland have fel; that this vital aspect of their iden~ity has 
been insufficiently recognised, respected and accomoda~ed, will 
puc: for· . .,rard vie· .. ,s and proposals designed to give e:-:ec-: to -:::e 

objectivesof the Agreement in this area. 

3. Speedy action in four specific areas could and s~ould be taj.en 
which would bring about an improvement in the existing situation. 
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These are: 

_(a) Placenames 

·;=: ..• , •p :•,• '.. ·.·:,~ : · ·· (·b .l .,,, :. ,~Tti.e · :-.use-. ,o,f\.~.tju~:: -lr,i.sh. .~.~..anguag.~. ~.in -.of..f 4,c:i.a.~:: .. b 4~.4- p ess.. ~:, ~- ._ . ... _.;.
0
,, •••• _ 

. . . ,·. . . . . . - . · -

I 
(c) Arrangements for the 1991 Census 

(d) Irish language publications, cultural _events e~c. 

4. Under Chapter 21, Section 19, Sub-section (4) of the Northern 

Ireland Public Health and Local Government (Miscellaneous Provision~ 
\,, 

Act, 1949 '(see attached), street .names can be "put up or pa::.nted" 

in the English language only. This legislation was specifically 

intended to acco~odate one identity at the expense of the other. 

Quite apart from the !1~~!~ involved, the fact is that most of 

the placenames of Northern Ireland (many of them of immemorial 

antiquity), are Irish in their linguistic origin. The i r "meaning " 

mythological, historical and cultural - can thus only be 

elicited and appreciated by reference to their original Iris h 

. 1 anguage :form. 

Action_proposed 

5. The relevant section of the 1949 Act should be repealed and 

6. 

replaced by a provision which would entitle the reside~~s of a 

defined district, housing es~ate or street, tci decide by an appropr i a.:e 

majority, to have stTeet names etc. displayed in the .Irish as 

well as the English l~nguage. Local referenda could ~e held 

to ar:-ange for tjis along the lines practiced in Swi~=e:-land, o::-

as in the case of Wales those relating to Sunday drinking. 

It is p r o p o s e d th a t th e a p p :- o p r i a t e a u t h o ::- i ' t y ( I; e p a::- t ::i e :1 t o f 

the Env i ro:1~en t~) issue a list of t h e placena me s in Nc :-: ~ e::-n 
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Ireland giving . the o~iginal Irish as well as the Engiish forms 

and that all the relevant Northern Ireland autho~ities (e.g. 

~: ......... ,:-· ··~·'.· -. ,. thi! . .. c·o'u±-·t·s ·t ··ttdf ·p·o .. st' tftrtc·~·-i ana ···tke···--·;;a:itoi:.ts···"=trt·~-~-cfng ·--~\ith·o'; 1 t {·~ ~ 
be authorised to acknowledge both the Irish and English language 

I 

formsof placenames in their dealings with the public. The 

appropriate authority in Dublin, An Coimisiun Logainmneacha 

(The Placenames Commission), will be in a position to p~ovide 

assistance to this work as appropriat~. The principle of 

acknowledging both traditions should also be observed i~ the 
\, 

·, 
case of Government road signs. Major Governmen~ infor~ation 

publications should, in pursuance of the Agreeme~~. indicate 

at least once in the text (e.g., in the case of the Uls~er Year 

Book, in a map), the Irish form as well as the English approximat : 

of placenames of Irish origin. 

(b) Use of Irish language in official business ------ ---------~-------------------------
7. Irish as a language has hitherto had little more official status 

in Northe~n Ireland than languages such as Frenc~ or Spanis ~ . 

This is resented by nationalists and, as is well known , c~eates 

opportunities fo~ subversive organisations to "appropriate " t h e 

Irish language, the fundamental symbol of nat i o~alis~ iden~i~ y . 

Action_proposed 

8. Provision shoul~ be made for those wishing to do so tc ~a k e use 

of the Irish language i~ transac~ing official business as is ~h e 

case in the South. I n · \va 1 e s p e o p l e h av e th e r ::. 5 :1 ~ t o us e th e We 1 s 

language in the conduc~ of official and public b u s i ness. 

Furt ~ er mo r e Wels ~ c3n be u sed i~ l egal pro c e edi ~g s i n ~a! es. 
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The appropriate legal model is the Welsh Language Act, 1967 
and a similar Act should be in-c:-oduced rela:ti~~L ~o .. . t,h .e. J.is.e - .o.f _. .. , , . 
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·-, .... ~ ... , ...... . .. · the Irish language in Northern Ireland. The Irish Gove:-nmen-: 

,' 
~ould be willing to help in any appropriate way, based on our 
own experience, in framing such a measure. 

( C ) 1991 Census 

9. We understand that the NIO does not have accura-ce sta~~stical 
information on the number of persons in Northern Ireland who 

·, 

·profess to have a knowledge of the Irish language. 
seem to be useful, for the purposes of educational and cultural 
policy, that such information should be available. 

Action_P:-oEosed 

10. An appropriately framed question should be included in the 1991 
Census which would establish this information. 

(d) Support_for_Irish_lanEuage_publications,_cultural_eve~~s_et8. 
11. As we unde:-stand it, existing support comes from the Jo:-~hern 

Ireland Arts Council and, as such, is judged centrally on t he 
crite:-ion of ~:~~~!!~_merit, rathe:- than in te:- ms of ~~e larger 
objective of accomoda.ting the nationalist identity in t:iis area. 

Action_p:r-oposed 

12. 7ha-c an appropr~a~e authority be established to ;:-ovi~e ade~ua~e 
support in th i s area with terms of reference which ref:ec~ the 
objectivesof the Anglo-Irish Ag:r-ee~ent. ( No-ce: --~ 
document, 

alor.g these l ines~. 
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