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SECRET 

CALL ON THE HOME SECRETARY TO DELIVER LETTER FROM THE MINISTER FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS - 12 MARCH 1986 

1. I called yesterday <Tuesday) afternoon on the Home Secr-eta.ry, 
Douglas Hurd, to deliver the letter to him from the Minister fm
Foreign Affairs dated 5 March relating to the Annie Ma guire and 
Birmingham bomb cases. I spEnt about 20 minutes with hirr, . The only 
other person present was his Private Secretary who took notes during 
the discussion. 

2. I e x pl a i ned at the outset that, rather th.an simply sending on the 
letter-, I had asked to see him personally to deliver it so tha.t I 
could have an opportunity to elaborate a bit on the context and 
background to the letter - without going into detail or expecting 
him to give any immediate reaction to what 1 sai d. 

3 . I e>:plained that then:.> are several cases at present ~..ihich have 
been br- ought to the at tent ion of his office - the Birmingham Si>:, 
the Annie Maguire case and the related Guild fot- d c ase. In ea.ch of 
these , onc e rned p eople who became interested came to h6ve serious 
doubts a ou t the validity of the convictions. It was not a case of 
seeking l eni _ nc y f or- p eople involved in bombing i nc..i dC?nt s but rather
o f r eal worry as to whether the wrong people had been imprisoned. 

4. In man y of the cases those involv e d had been born in Northern 
Ireland and hc<d lived in England. \!Je appreciated - a.nd thought it 
righ t - tha t the Br itish authorities had never t r ied to raise 
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• objections of pr-inciple about the role of the Embass y in such cases . 

5. I touched on var-ious aspects of the ases which wer-e a cause of 
concern and mentioned, among other- things: the Minister 's meeting 
with Annie Ma guire, the visits to some of the Birmingham bomb 
prisoner-s by Ms. O'Hanrahan, the mee_ting be ween Patrick Hill's 
solicitor and Ms. O'Hanr-ahan and myself; Hill's pressure to see me; 
the possibility that the Birmingham Six ould be br-ought together 
for- consultation if their- case were to be referred to the Cour-t of 
Ap eal; the interest of Gerry Fitt in the Annie Ma guire case; and 
the var-ious books, TV p rogrammes etc. made or in prospect. I also 
referr-ed to the PQs to the Minister for answer on Wednesday 12 March 
and left with him, informally and as a cour tesy, a copy of the 
proposed draft reply. I made it q u ite clear- that this was simply an 
official - l e vel draft not yet cleared by t e Minister for- use. 

6. Hurd h a d with him some papers on the cases to which he referred 
occasionally in. r-eplyirig to wha t I s a id. He istinguished between 
l.he Ma,;u ir- e case and the Birmingha m case which are "at different 
s ages". He said that he would of cour- s e c_onsider the Minister-'s 
l etter and reply in due course. However, in relation to the Maguire 
ase wh:ich has been considered by the Home Offic.e , he thought that 

there may be little that he can do now without ne w evidence beyond 
that considered at the trial. Without t is, it is not possible for
him to , refer a case to the Court of Appea l simply because he would 
like that Cour-t to have another look a t it. He agreed however, in 
re s ponse to my question that he would r e ga~d some thing now which 
as ts a g eneral doubt on the validity of a particular scientific 

... es t such as that used at the tr-ial, as "new evidence" (ie the "new 
e vi d ence " did not have to be s omething con~_em· oraneous with the 
t rial ).· The Bi rmingham bomb case on the other h and is at an earlier
stage o f consideration. He said that he wi ll 1,:an t to look at "some 
aspects" of the confessions and the allegati ons that they wer e 
extrac t e d by beatings. 

7. Hurd wa.s g e nerally very fr iendly and t·.r:. 11 - disposed but I took 
this as more personal lo me (since I knol'li hirr; reasonably well from 
hi·::; NI O da.ys) than as an indicat ion of r a t sympo. thy in relation to 
the ci=lses r-ai s ed. If anything, he sound€ d ITiildly s eptical of som e 
asp~L~s of these. For e~ample he r ~marked a t one o int that 
virtuc1Jly all p,.-isone r- s claim to be i nnocent; and a t another~ sta ge 
ti a t t he standards o f evidence and j urlge~2n t appl ied by TV 
pr- ogr·amme s and books ar-e very differ·er. t ft-om tho s e which mus t be 
appLed in the Cour ts. He did at the same t.ime p romise to consider 
t~1e Mi nister ' s letter carefully and let him have a considered reply. 
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He also e:<pressed appreciation to me for letting him have the draft 
PQ reply (which he accepted was simply a draft>. 

8. On the way out ~he Private Secretary, in response to a question 
from me, s ai d thal he t ought that a decision in relation to the 
Birmingham case might t ake as long as si:< weeks. I said that we are 
not by any means pressing for an early decision CI had in mind the 
hope e xpressed to Ms. O' anrahan and myself by Ms. Gareth Pearce, 
solicitor for P atrick Hill, that a decision would not be reached for 
some time - since she is hoping for some new material to emerge from 
a forthcoming book by Rubert t<ee>. 

4 
N. Dorr 
(Ambassador-) 
13 March 1986 
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