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e Note 

I received the Libyan delegation this morning. A report on the discussion 

is being prepared and will be circulated. Following consultations with the 

Secretary, I raised the question of publ ic statements previously made by the 

Libyan leader which were supportive of the IRA. I thought it more 

appropriate to do so after the meeting in private conversati on with 

Mr. -~latr~sh, leade~ of the Libyan delegatio~. 
. , • .. ·: : .. . . ' . . . . . -:. : .-.· . . . · .:· 

I based myself on the speaking note furnished to the Ambassador Rome for 

his demarche to hi s Libyan counterpart in May 1984 following 

Col. Ghaddafi 's public statemen~ of support for the IRA in the aftermath 

of the shooting incident at the Libyan Embassy in London in which a 

policewoman was killed. I made the following points~ 

T 

Referred to public statements previously made by the Libyan 

leader which were supportive of the IRA. 

These statements had compelled t he Irish author itie s on a number 

of oc-ca. sions to make clear to the Libyan p.uthorities their view 

of the IRA and its activities. 

The IRA is an illegal organisation engaged in terrorist activities in 

Ireland, North and South, as well as in Britain. The IRA's stated 

object ive i s t o subvert the Irish State. 

The IRA's murderous campaign makes the achievement of a peaceful 

sett lement t o the complex Northern Ireland probUem, t o which the 

Irish Government is commited, even more difficult . 

In the light of this, the Irish Ge ernment must view support for, 

or offers of support for, the IRA as totally unacceptable. 

Mr. Alatrash asserted that Col. Ghaddafi had never made any statements in 

support of th~ IRA. Any statements he may have made relating to Ireland would 

have been confined t o support for the ac hi evement of the independence of 

Ireland. Press reports to the contrary were untrue and prqbably instigated by 

the W~stern enemies of Libya, particula rly the US. Mr. Alat r ash referred 

to the fact that our countries did not ha ve reciprocal resident diplomatic 

miss ions and that this had obviously led to misunderstanding on this matte r . 

If there had been resident missions, what Col . Ghaddafi had said on occasion 

relating to Ireland could have been checked and clarified. I pointed out that 
I 

ou r Ambassador in Rome, who was accredited also to Libya, had made a 

demarche to his Libya n counterpart in May 1984 arising from reported 

©NAI/DFA/2016/22/2027



,. 

e 

. ~ · . . -
. : .. ...... : 

statements at that time by Col. Ghaddafi which were supportive of 
the IRA. The Ambassador, however, had got little or no satisfaction. 
Mr. Alatrash suggested that our Ambassador in Rome keep closely in 
touch with the authorities in Tripoli on such matters involving 
relations between Ireland and Libya. He reiterated that Col. Ghaddafi 

did not support the IRA's activities in Ireland. 
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To see, please 

23rd Ja nu ary, 1986 

c. c . PSM 

Mr . O'Tuathail 
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