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• RCJIN~ DI! P.GUS Gf.T, 
~eo ou cno 1r e stu.ira1..Lh - (Der,?r lment of J:,~ ti<:r i. 

~nu T t ;,i i, 10 1:1L g romn .. u ,ucnt ;on 
shou1cl br add , c.,.<rcl tu :--

72-76 FAICHE STIAPHNA, 
(72-7G St. !;1.e~: ,en ·, Greeo ), 

An Runai 
(The Secretary ) BAILE ATHA CLIP.TH, 2. 

11)uotm. 7 · 
fe 'n ui,n'iir seo·-
an d ! h l fol lowing number quoted. 

Telephone ( 01J789711 

L~· 

l ) 

February 1986 

Dear D~ 

/{-~ ~ I I(~ ,: 
~(-.-£~ /'f,f , 

/I. : ' -e. ~- fL,{_ ) ~ ~ 
I/~..-..<,, c,,(. ~ ~ 

~ f&-. I'(~~ . 
I refer to previous correspondence regarding the re-opening of ~ 
cross-border roads with particular reference to your Department's // 
minute of 21 January concerni ng five bridges. rr ~~ ....... «...A, 

t) ~~ 
Your minute was referred to the Garda authorit i es for observations q ..te., ~JAi 
and I enclose a copy of their response which contains the views of~ / 
the local Divisional Officers. The cases in question were not /;Vf ~. 
raised at any of the meetings of Border Chief Superintendents or l I" 
Border Superintendents. . 1~ Ci.ft..,/. 

-~ L:,t- "'-, 
When you have exam i ned the Garda response I would be glad if you f _ 
could let me know if you still wish these cases to be assessed a t luu1, ~ 
one of the fo r mal border l i aison meetings. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Declan O'Donovan 
Anglo/Irish Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 

Cc 

~ ~ L<.v'r 

~a,,7a 
t.... ·~~~ 

t-£.. tf.v (_ . 
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Al ; G A RDA SI O CHA N A •• ~ (;/ C/1 
f ( " ( 

Any reply t o th i~ <:om mun,cation sl ,oulrf be 
addressed ro : 

OIFIG AN CH0IMIS1NL .C.. 9A, 

BA I LE ATHA CLIATH. 
Comm issioner 

Garda Sioci1 ana 
Phoenix Park

0

, 

Dublin 8 . 

and the following number quoted: 

D. 1495/80. 

The Secretary, 
Department of Justice. 

Re-ope,~ing of Cross Bcrder Roads. 

I attach fJr your infcrmation reports from 
both the t!strict and Divisional Officers 
conce::-ned ~~ reply to yours of 23rd. January , 
1986. 

The repor t mentioned i..~ f i nal paragraph by 
Superinter:::ent Curran, Monaghan was 
forwa!"'ded ~o you on 13/4/1984. 
Subsequent reports on Lackey Bridge ~ere forwarded 
to yoi.;. on 5/9/1984, 4/4/1985 and 17/6/1985 . 

l, ~-~~ ~ p-v 1, ____.( 

• 

jJ --
ASSIS".TANT Ca-1MISSI0NEP.. 

·~- -·-" 

' ... 
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SECRE 'I' & URGENT. 

Assistant Commissioner, 
'D' Branch. 

~ . . - -= ~· . . . -:-. ~ " 
~ I J ~ - .,. - , .,, ":: - - ... ._...... r ...... 

Re: Re-o~enlng of Cross Border Roads, 

,. 

Referrir~ to your's of 27th. January, 1986, in above, I att~~ 
report from the District Offider at Ballyshannon. The only c~osaing 
point involved in places under review within Donegal Divisio~ is that 
at Dolan's Lane(L.74A.). 

I agree with the District Officer's assessment of the situat~~n. I 
do not favour any easement in the ai tuation where all but la.::--~er type 
vehicles can negotiate the existing obstacles. At this part~=ular 
point it is, in ~resent circumstances, as benefic"ial to all ~::i Donegal 
side of the Border to have access rendered difficult as it is to those 
on the 1' orthern Ireland side. However, any change in thi,s a.::-=-angement 
which would render travel more difficult would result in local 
complaint. 

· (A. J.; li!urtagh) 
Chief S~perintendent. 

, ·. 
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Ctief Superintendent, 
Letterkenny. 

GJ.hDA SIO.,H.l. ·~f .. 

SUPEf~il-aEh'. QENT'S OFFICE 

- 3 FEB 1986 
BALL YSHANNON 

DIVISION OF 001\'.:GAL 

Re: Re-opening of Cross Border Roads. 

I refer to your of the 29th. Je.nuary 1986 .and I am to report thet 
I vie,,ed the Border Crorising et Dolans Lane ( Ref: 1. 74 (A) · -
2C7 New Ref) on the 31st. January 1986. 

W~ile I was there I hed photogrcphs teken (attached) of a Fiat 
Re~ate motor car as it went through the crossing fron South to 
Nc=th. As can be seen it barely got through the barriers. A 
sk~tch of the crossing scene with measurements ~s also attached 
'fc:- your information. 

As the crossing exists at present a smell motor car or van of the 
Hi~ce or Lit~ace type ce..n negotiate the barriers and tiia is 
disturbing in view of the fact that the crossing is ad~acent to 
Cliff Pow8r Station and ~leo to the E.S.B. Installat1c~ ef 
Ka"";hleen· Falls, Ballyshe..nnon. 

Tc, open up this crossing would in my view be a serious risk to 
te:re. J..s it is I e:n nc,t happy that even cers o::- VE:.!lS can Itake 
tr.eir wa.y through it, as thiE route could be use1 in tbe event of 
ru:. escalation of ectivities by the Loyalists or attacks on the 
Be:leek area by the P.I.R.A. 

Fc::-,,,~rded for yot.:.r information, please. 

Superintendent. 
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~ .)r.,miasioner 'D' 
.( Sccuri ty). 

• 1: . 
..... '-" twJ,;,. \ , , ..., u 

L:· . . ·. . . : · 

:.L-oneninr: of Crose Borde~· Ro1d !l 

~he attached TE!J)urt ci & ted the 29th instant from 
tho District Office::- at r.:anor:rnmil ton, on,above 
n..1!3 tter, iu for\'Tarde ::. to you hL'.:!rf:vr :.th in . res1:J onse 
to your minute of t Le 27th Janur..ry, 1986. 

~~e only Cross-Border road involved affecting 
~:1is Division is tht L, 62. A:~ can be seen -the 
:istrict Officer hes out11..ned the position in 
!"Bgard to this BordEr Crossing ..... ~d has given his 
,iews end observatic-ns, which I shnre in full. 

: .. certainly would n::t fevour the :re-opening of the 
~order Cr~,ssL"le at 1. 62 under any circumstances. 

©NAI/DFA/2016/22/1932



D. 495/ 8~. 

SECRET. 

. -............ .- ~. 
• · 1- - :-4 -' ' . .. 

l 
i 
l 
I 

, ·. ·. - .. .... ; - . 

• r-:- .. _, ;-:· . . .. ... - .. . 

Chiet·superintendent, 
Sligo~ 

RE- 02ening ot Cross Borc~r Roada. 

. .., _ .,. . . .... . 

In referenoe to above and Comm1aa1oners mi.nate of the 27th., inst., I wish ~o report as follows c- , 

L. 62 - Cashel Bridge, K12tyologher, Co. Leitrim is situated in thms District. This Br.d~e was demblished by the British Army by explosives on the 13/9/1974. The road has been closed since that date. A footbr1e~9( wooden) was ereoted adjacant to the original =~id3e which waa used by pedestrians. This footbridge was'reple:ad by a new footbridge (Steel) on the 7th., August, 198 5, ~his new footbridge now epa.ns tha CoW1ty River between :Gitrim and Feroanagh where ,the· original B~idge was, that is the bridge referred to above whioh vms .blo11n up ill Sep~amber, · 1974. My report of the 9th., August, 1985 has re~3rence. 
I would be totally oppose! to the re- opening of this Cross Border road in the presen1 time. Before this road was closed it was used extensively b;,- Subversives and Smugglers. A number of attacks were mounted o~ members of the Security Forces from northern Ireland by ~3ing this road. The village et Kiltyclc0her is within a ~3W hundred yards of this Bridge and if the road vJas openec. to vehicular traf'fio the possibll1 ti of an attack by ~e~bers e! the u.DeA. and U.F.F. could not be ruled out. Since the closing of these Border roads there have been very fow inoide~~s in the Kiltyologher area. In the early s eventies the then T, cational School at Kiltyclogher was destroyed by an explo~ Lon. It was suspected that Prodestant paramil itaries were respo.:..3ible. T~ere is no Cross Border roads open on this part of the Border except L.59 at Blaok.11on/ Belcoo where there is a p c~manent ~y/ Garda checkpoint. · The present strength of K:.ltyclogher Garda Station is I Sgt. and 4 Gordai. rrnen this rc1d was open the strength was much bigger. There was a stren~h of Five Sgt's and 28 Gardai at various times in Kiltyclo:~er. If it uaa decided to re- open this road the strength of ~hia station would have to be greatly increasod. As wall lt would also be advisable to ha~ a per;:1:mcnt Check Point s:..:iilar to that in. operation in Blacklion at this Crossin.~ aa well. I can appreciate that ainc 3 the closing of these road.a K1ltycl o~hcr ·village h.9.s ~:ffered g!'antly as far as busint ia concerned. On the other hand as already stated there b be o incidents in the e:aa. The people of Ktltyologhe· 

1 ,_ QW op:me() to accept tr.~ s1tuatS.o.n. 
'---- \,...,,,_ l -L /{r --~3.,,.v/ sup' • • 

V • • ,.e (J -ur.1.) I 
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i).495/GO. 

:-/r'om·.,1· ~s-' on°.,.. 
• Oo V . u .:) .L • "' - f 

(::>) Jrr,:,ch. 

;:i.e: Opcni :1c:; of :ros:, :::ord.er i1c:;.ds. 

i 

I 
I 

----------------------------------------

c; 
~- ·. ·:.~j/J. ~-;:OCl·l/,i JI, 

:.r s:Jilf ::-::t-11 E~,iDE~JTS 

13 FEB 1986 

D!'-/ ;.:,; ,:)\·J OF 
c:.:J.t".'.~ I ~-.': Ot·.•:..CHA~J 

:'o s~e t:1e .::.tt:~hed re;iort fror:i Su_:Jc:::-inte.nde.:t ~ Currz...11, 
3-Jrder !3uJe:::i :·J:s.;c.e.1t on t ;1e ~c,ove s·..::,j ect • =:"'le facts 2re as 
s:2.ted by :.;u_p -:: ::-i n t'.') ::de:1t Curr.ill. 

;12.s incre2sed 
::·..:.::i':Jer cf -.·:eeks, .?.c ': iv:.:y b:i s·J.bv (? r.sive::: 2lon :· -:he t0rder 
~s)eci2lly i:: t:1e :.ress of t ::-, particul;r cro;sin[;s. 

' 

I u,1 completel:' o_:::,osec t _) t:1e re-:::i:_:;:::-iing o:f s"1y of those bord-:r 
decision is me.de b~' iiGh~r .2.uthori ties to re-ope?;, 

t~:e. I ·:;culd recor.:. .~ ~end full ti:·.1e 1Je:-::: :;n2:1t ::1ec ~:points "' at AL";:1f.1e::e 
:;::ci ::e 1.47(a) 2 .. :d :;:.,e.c:i-~e:,' 3rid..:;e (L.39.) 

J. J. ;.:c ::ell:; 
Ciief Superi~te~de~t. 
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"'al··'a c::: ~ .... i... ,..,a lJ u ..., __ , d , .. 

Security 2f .- ; i:: e 
11 rE:;~·S6 

T·)011: · '1 }n 

i Di\'~ s i on of l : ·.:: ;11·"~:ighan I 

Chief Su~erintendent, 
Monaghan. 

Re: Open:ng of Cross Border Roads. 

Reference to attached corresponjence. The q~:stion of 
re-openin~ of the three roads i~ Cavan/Monagh~, area 
referred :o in attached corresp~ndence has beE~ initiated 
by local ?Oliticians at the req~est of interes:ed parties 
in their ~espective areas and i: my informatic~ is correct 
Sinn Fein me~bers on the local Councils are pl~ying a 
prominent part in this type of activity. 

I will de~l briefly with each o: the roads ref:rred 
to. 

(1) Ag~alane Bridge L.47(a) :s the main roa: from 
Be~turbet to Enniskillen. Eefore and ~t the start 
of the Northern troubles in 1969 it was widely used 
by local people and tour:sts. In the early seventies 
a ~umber of shootings anc Bo~j attacks :n the 
No~thern Ireland Security Forces took p:ace near the 
Bo,jer and it was allegec tha: the road ~as used by 
sutversives to make good their escape i=to the South. 
It's closure came in early 1973 after a car Bomb 

·ex;loded in Belturbet killing two people. This Bomb 
was planted by the U.V.F. and it was we:1 established 
afterwards that the culprits used this road to convey 
the Bomb from the North a~d the culprit~ returned to the 
North by the same route. 

The closure of the Road tad and still hc.S a very bad 
effect on the economic life of Belturbe~. it has 
coc?letely cut off Co. Fermanagh from tte town 
whi:h geographically and traditionally ~~s a major part 
of its hinterland. 

The nearest Cross Border ~cad accessible to traffic is 
six miles distant on the eastern side oi the town and 
ele~en miles on the western s:de which nakes the town 
al rr.Jst out of bounds fro~ a business po:..:;t of view. 

/over 
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-~Y' v:- ~ 

2 

To re-open the road at this point in time from a 
security point of view Nould not be a very good 
proposition. It would leave the town of Belturbf: 
again vulnerable to a ~imilar attack as it suffer3d 
in 1972. It would on:y be feasible if a permane::t 
checkpoint was maintai:~d on the roa~ either Nort~ 
or South of the Border. 

(2) Leitrim Bridge, L.39 i~ a link road between the 
Clones/Newtownbutler Rrad and the Clones/Cavan 
Concession Road. It ,3s first closed in . the ear:y 
seventies and was re-o;:•=ned in the late s'eventies 

( 3) 

by the local people. It remained open and was u~ed 
daily by local residen~3 until mid 1985 when it w=s 
again closed by the Nor:hern Ireland Authorities. The 
reason for its closure :hen is difficult to under~tand 
as there were no incide:ts in the area at that ti~e 
which would have necess:tated such action. The road 
is indeed of little sig:ificance, it is used only ~y the 
people who reside in cl:se proximity to it and .its 
closure does not advers!ly effect them in their e~ery 
day work. · 

The area is thinly pop~:ated most of whom are small 
farmers. None of the :arms straddle the Border 
therefore its closure i; not of vital importance tJ their 
livelihood. The neareit Cross Border road which ~s 
accessable to traffic i! 8 ciles distant on the ec3tern 
side and ten miles on t:e western side. 

The Road in its present state makes security that ~uch 
easier as it is one cro!sing less to man in the ev!nt 
of a major incident Nor:~ or South of the Border. 

Lacky Bridge, Lima 17(c . is very familiar to everyJody 
and it has been the sub:~ct of numerous correspont!nce 
in the past. There is ~o change in the position ~ere 
si nee my report of the ~'1d April 1984 and su~seque::t 
reports. 

ftJ4 - ' QV . 
11/b 1rJ 

I I / 
I 

~ -~~·-·~/_r........,., ________ .Superinte1dent 
(-:.J. Curr;in) 

©NAI/DFA/2016/22/1932



Telef6n 
Telephone } (01) 780822 

Telex 25300 

Tagairt 1 
Reference [ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

April 1986. 

Mr. Michael Lillis, 
Joint Secretary, 
Anglo-Irish Secretariat, 
Belfast. 

AN ROINN GNOTHAi EACHTRACHA 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
Dublin 2. 

Reopening of Cross-Border Roads 

Dear Michael, 

You will recall raising the question of the reopening of 
cross-border roads last December and the British response in 
January this year which suggested that the matter could best be 
progressed by a comprehensive joint review by the Garda/RUC on 
the implications of reopening each particular road. 

Before pursuing the British suggestion we believed it would be 
desirable to have the views of the Garda authorities and we 
accordingly requested their observations on the five most 
pressing instances where the reopening of cross-border roads is 
being sought, i.e., Lackey Bridge, Cashel Bridge, Dolans Lane, 
Aghalane Bridge and Leitrim Bridge. Response from the local 
Garda officers at superintendent and chief superintendent level 
was extremely negative in all cases as you will have seen from 
the Department of Justice letter of 26 February (copy attached 
for convenience). It is notable that in one case, Lackey 
Bridge, the local superintendent was in favour of reopening but 
was overruled by his superior. We have considered with the 
Minister the security issues invoi:Ved vis-a-vis the political 
importance of the reopening of at least some of these roads. 
The Minister is very strongly of the view that local security 
considerations should not override the political requirements 
as a matter of course, he has therefore instructed that we 
press the British authorities again on the matter. Before we 

©NAI/DFA/2016/22/1932



- 2 -

do this, we feel that it will be necessary to get at least the 
acquiescence of the Minister for Justice, and possibly also the 
Minister for Defence, in order to ensure that the Garda 
authorities take an overall view of the situation and do not 
simply 'play safe' on each road. 

We have discussed the various issues informally with Department 
of Justice and with the Army and we understand the main 
security arguments to be as follows: 

- The reopening of a route could lead to paramilitary 
activity along it and even to the resumption of 
paramilitary organisation and local influence in 
neighbouring centres. As an example, Army sources cited 
Kiltyclogher which after the road closures of the 1970s 
ceased to be a route of paramilitary activity and (more 
importantly) ceased also to be a centre for the 
provisionals. Kiltyclogher is now regarded as very 
'quiet'. 

- The continued closure of routes, makes it possible for the 
British security forces on the Northern side, and also for 
our forces on the Southern side, to organise their 
resources more effectively by concentrating them on those 
roads which remain open. As you know, many of the closed 
roads, are little more than muddy boreens and ~ scarcely 
suitable for high speed dashes across the border. They 
can be used however for transport of materiel in farm 
vehicles or, increasingly, in four wheel drive vehicles. 

- The security people on either side have another reason for 
wishing to concentrate the flow of traffic which is that 
it is possible to build up a better intelligence bank by 
so doing, especially now that there is considerable use of 
computers on the Northern side and also on our own side at 
least in regard to vehicle licence plates. 

From all of this, you will see that a joint Garda/RUC 
assessment of the implications of reopening each particular 
road will be very unlikely to get us anywhere, unless the 
Gardai themselves were persuaded to make an exception at least 
in one or two places. 

The case we have decided to concentrate on is Lackey Bridge. 
This has one disadvantage, namely, that the area around Clones 
continues to be a focus of paramilitary activity (indeed, the 
recent McElwaine incident is an example) and no doubt it will 
be argued by the Northern side that reopening of the bridge 
would give renewed opportunities to ~rrorists. On the other 
hand, we expect that in the case of iltyclogher which is now 
'quiet', the opposing argument would e that reopening would 
lead to a resumption of paramilitary acitivity! We feel our 
argument should be that the closure of Lackey Bridge has not 
brought par~ilitary activity in the surrounding areas to a 
halt, and i~reopening would not have such serious consequences 
as to gutway the importance of the reopening to local people. 

~c~~ 
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- 3 -

In the case of Lackey, however, we have had rather less 
negative noises from the British in the past and indeed, on our 
side, the local Garda superintendent at least is in favour of 
reopening. We therefore intend to press ahead on Lackey 
Bridge, arguing th7 t _ ~~~~-~gverse economic consequences and the 
irritation fact~r# ~ ~the security considerations. In 
response to the likely British demand for the establishment of 
a permanent vehicle check-point on the Southern side (as well 
as their own on the Northern side) we are hoping either to get 
agreement on this jointly from Justice and Defence or, 
alternatively, to persuade our side as well as the British that 
increased mobile check-pointing can accomplish the same purpose 
more effectively. 

In considering the matter, we have also of course considered 
the likely unionist reaction and the probability that the 
British will insist that any reopening of border roads would be 
put down to the Anglo-Irish Agreement and would greatly upset 
unionist opinion. Granted that we are sensitive to this point, 
we are nonetheless not prepared to accept that no movement at 
all can take place on these grounds. We believe that the 
reopening of even one border road would have a heartening 
effect on nationalists living along the border who have seen 
dramatically increased security cooperation with no quid pro 
quo in recent months. In this respect, the possible damage to 
local intelligence gathering by the Gardai and even to their 
safety is something sharply in our minds. This has not been 
helped by the trumpetting of security cooperation by British 
Ministers particularly when, as in the case of the lead story 
in the last issue of the Sunday Telegraph, it is suggested that 
the Gardai helped to set up McElwaine for an ambush by 
undercover SAS men. 

This letter is primarily to keep you informed and to let you 
know our thinking at the present time. Of course, if you have 
any comments to make we will be glad to have them. 

Yours sincerely, 

Eamon O Tuathail. 

©NAI/DFA/2016/22/1932



Jr)y 1086 . 

Mr. Al an Du1z.es, 
Minj s teL far Ju tice, 
72-7 6 St. tephen ' s Green , 
Dubl i n 2 . 

Dea r Alan~ 

0 1..:-:0· ' ' l:.ir ~ ~ ·c'- H •. r r~·,~_ .,. 'J'·',~, .. .. , ·> f ~ > ,. r- 1-. t ~ 'i,.:.. \,;"' • .. l ., , ~ ... ,. , t_ , ) , ,>4-

Qirr h-:i.!: e,- ":' i,. E_ i·.,:,;.!3T;lr~ f"C 1~ •_ t- 1,lo..;. >- f"~_{ f-' 

Pl : I '. J.1·. ~ ('"_ 1 . • 
1.Jli, .l- ---l\ ,1, "Jw/. ,, 

:: .(. •. It,; 2 

You nre no doubt ahmre of tJ~,i rot ti r11.d "'."lg JHoblei:: ... , J1ic.h are 
exve E.i.enced in borde:1· ar(·;:>,:- &rL,L1g from die clc·sure f 
c ros:.-bo:t <~E- r 1.·o;:,ds .. ~!' d b:r 1drt:s ry tlH"7 rj .ish !-'Lr.1..<r i t; fo r c t~s 
i n !~01 t ,:1.n1 Irclc:.nd. I ., :1 ve ~~.lw:;ys (lj1;)o~;cd the }-'.-: nc ip le o f 
roe d c 1 o sure s end I ! 1 a v e t 0 n e c, n 1· cc o :· d i -, t Le .n ,; ~ 1 ,,kn y t ~ J;," s 
t o spell <ill t c:..(a rly L./ J ,) :j;_y ~.r1 ·1\L, r-, sr .c t. I h:1 ·e o·;c r 
the pa st tl.r<-·e r.n d ,, h>:1£ )'(ors r.q: sed t ie issu e wi th Brit i.s_ 
Mini ·ter.., b u t with•'1 1l1:. St c-:1:s. c:. S--11 •uity u , nsiclf ·;-,t io1 s ar 
ad vanc ed r,s the r '"a:~<,n \;!q it is 110t possi h le t v ma ke a n y 
co nces sio ns. . 

Fol.. .ow· ng the si.!?,rdn; ,_; f tl1e Ai-~;lo - T:· f .. h A;2re,•1,i0nt I .a d th e 
qu esti on of the .:-2•:<;(·n1J1f o- cI"O'.~:;-h.r-oer 10 ::. ds r:1 · sed i n he 
co ,i t ~x t uf tlH /nrlc--J1.·,-;11 Co 0 if,.::i,.-nce l<l:>t Dc::1 cr· .1, :,er. The 
Br itish i."('SJ-L'nsc i!i Jr.11; :-, y this y,·~r ~uu-1.e s ted t-]ta t the matte r 
c ou l best be progr···- s eci by a l:01,,1n r. 1c-n,;_· ·e joi nt r eview by the 
G&rda/1-:UC on t he i•H_- 1."ec:,t 11);1s 0£ rct .. !),_rni1, g e a ch pa rtic ul a r road . 

Befo re :)1:j··rni1?~ L,e :Hrl t l -1t ,··11~~ 1:rst->m we l.ie1iC:' · . .:.·cl i t would be 
des L ;· b 1 e L o > :, '.' c 1 ; < , .: ,;- · , ~. c .f ]. ,] C · • ; 1. a n .. d w r i r ·: s r 1 d l e 
acc t,1_tJi:1~1:.: ·1 ·'t :t·~~t, (~ 1:~c~~; .. 1,'· t-:f' 1: t ... joi,J 0·.1 ·..:::;l; f ",:e 1·1o st 
pr·t;"·,:; i11& :1.~11: i".PS \.:!c-1,. ;Lt ,·i ._.~~: ... i,.g nr · ;''!'~-~ q· ,.~"' .. :ror(r; i 
b .-;n~ !:(..t l ~,t, i .. c ., rr,, : }:r_:,; J..,_1,~L,; , r.· ~1

··.·l,. !..rt {, . ::.ns J. ,e 
At 110 1 :=:t la 1.? 1 t ~ e ; n d "' , ; ·; ~\ ~- r, ·:· : (: ,. • 1 t ': c 1 <" 1

, • • 

G,".1' i t~ c-rr: ,'J ..... '; ,:Li.: :~ it .. , .n •. ''1 f • • ( c· {; 

e :-{ '--· t .l I t ~ t_ .. - n f T . l \_ t .. . .i ~ ! . ._ , '} ·c 
in f :J.\ft.;\.i! ~Jf \ \., d.: ~Ir ;_. pt~ I: £ , 
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I h c:: v e c o n ~; · <l e , e; i'.1 v e r y ,r, r ,. f. u J , y t he s r: c u r i r i ., '.:-', tir ::: ~ n Y o 1 ,. ,. 
vi ~> 2 ·· t1 is t :1e jolHical "e:es., ·ty of the n .openLr1 ·: {,f ;.1t· l ,;·· t 
S CH~ f 0 _; t . , H .. • 5 e i O ;,z '. S , ! .& 1:, • e : y S f'J: 0 n e l )' d. U, ,_ ·. 0

• ..~ I, d , t t .' ( : ' ,:, l 
e:.u rlt!· ..... ·1 s1 ·,:!';.:.: i ,ns shoul not OV P-tTJC::t the po~~.tic.::d 

rt'~t!i t'(c'i (: ~ ts f1S t.i 1 it 't. er ()': cou··s(·, ::: 11d I :-:rn [\[ii,.,., .. ,, to pl ' 
})'· rrtt~sl a ut h, ... ~i,.,_.__,s r.ga L OTJ t:·. · atr. er. B,_·f t.,'• 1 c,,~ 

th ii,;. ~ fc· 0 l tJ~qt -i. t wL 1 be lH::c.~~ '.-,,.- .,, t.o . r: t y c 1_rr ~ i'rr.. ,·; 
aJ ::i.J t h . '.<!.1 ~i su-:.c "'or ~ t,.-er,ce so th~< in .:-:.. coorc: L-' :-, ;: "'·d·.. . ,, 

;1_ ,.., ; ;::,i:r e t 1:at t l~L) r-·ob:_er.; i ~ :not lc.oked ;!t Jnn el:: '- :, .. 1 

S(·cu·.!."i t;· · !: sut'. 

Tl,e G&.:-<la aut o rities hn 'e not given explic.H -{· .. :.oc:i" fQr ;_"'") r 
v i 2;; s . '1he tLre i:.· ma.in s e curity ;..r 6 u11,~nts cid varu .. r,,:; ~ ~i th e r: ::. l 

ar e : 

7he re~peninr of a rou t e coull 1Pa: to prrb~il ita i) 
.~ ( ti V i t. y ( ii C 1 u d 5 n g p Os s i ')le ] 0 y ::., 1 .l s t i.l C: t} V 7 ~ y ) ti i (. I,;:- i t 
t -1 d e v en t o t he r e ,:; ur,1 ;)\.. i on o f Fa r a Ill · l i t ::. ·: . c :;:- :; c: rd :~ :. _ :. o : : 
"' 1:d loca l influence ill n e ighto •. r~n 6 ceni.l1•s . 

·,- .: e c 0 n t i n ~rn ct c 1 o s u r of" of r (• U t f· s I o~ 01 · , t• s i f_ ,-. o s f ~ l e f- · -r 
t.r·e Br iti :;-1 H ~C lU~.ty [ .. , rce ~ on 1.11(· t:v!:._h 71n s ·;de, 8.· .; 
r. 1 SO f Or O l! r r {· S On t h C S ; .. ; d f'i <L l c, i 1·

1 C , t O , 1'i [; ~ 11 i Sr: 

t.., e ir re. 0111·ccs 11,cr~ -rf~ 1.::t is.· c-~,- by co·n· ci~ t r.:n5ng t }1.·. ~ 

vn t::iose ru.ie's 1,:h .: c:.h r ;;,a 1n 01, ::.., n. 

The sf' cur i t y for c cs on. e i t I er ::: i rl e of ~ 1 c t. 1. 1' de r w i ~:.11 to 
c o n c e n tr n t e · he f 1 , rw of t r .~ _: f i c t o h • 1 i 1 J u p a b et t e r 
1ntellig nee h.:>nk. by so n0~.~1i 1 c:;pcciRl ly r,o•.-f that there 
L ,Jnsi <~erabl e u~ e of <. oi.1 1n.itc···s or, the ,fo rt er n s i de 
d. n d a 1 so on o u r 0 i;t1 :: id r.: a t L, ,1 s t i n reg a r d t o v eh i c l e 
l i c .., n c e p J. a t t~ s • 

For 0pcra~ i~ cal r cds ons I cRn kp1 r ec i a te t e reluctance on the 
p o rt f t.1e Ar my <H 1· he r.£-i1·d::- f to rrc orr;r,end the~ reopening of 
a1 y .h rtic ul ar c:i,·)-.:;s - ;:;n1,'ic:c- r nc. . I ;,,i ?jsc c o sci o1 s t hat 
w <- re 1 · 1: t o pr cs s ., .1 i c C ·, :i U sh <.rl e t ,.) :\ r n e: t o t He · e open i n g of 
a p.:n , ictt ar l~0 r~e r cro.s.i11g U1ere idth t be a d c 1,,and fo r tlte 
p},:ic ii:! r. of a pe r, .:·.u· nt 1.dd .J o dwcl.-_lh, > ·t ?. t the location 'i t h 
t J:>. 1..t,;'·r c·qw_ni~Uil \,·:,•,..,{10 i,il r .. L1,LY1,;:;r :-: nd otL.er ·,e<:,our ces which 
m: ~..; h•. tL (' I1 Hrise, 'fn U ,, t n ·,;nt I h(;;)f it wouJd be pos si ble to 
pc.. l·sL,.i;c tJL B·:i. c ish t hnt ,,cr111ity ,,.e.-l st11 cs on our side of the 
be -z. ··, \·' i.H1 or '.ci~ ·:out a r,c:i.,1,,i ,cnt ,el·1ic.:;e chec: ~. point, can 
a c ,: i sh 'i: L c !' ,.,. e p; 1 c· v ~~ .::- f;i •)l' c e 1. f (·c t i "c 1 y. I ave f e 1 t for 
S < "· ; ~:·-~ i '1:tt U, ,:; i-'r, , i: jc.~1t ih,p'' t·t ;:.,;.c ,~ c-;" ,:cmon'-'t· rati g to the 
l e.{ .. '\. n ii. y 1 j~ cff,r·~ i .. 1:<.,s ,,.f 'i. '.c ..'•-rlo-Ji;'-h A~p·e ement 
i · V j ; ~ ·[ ! 1 ( :: , . • : " 1 ., l 1] ; ::,. ~. i .~ H ~: t! f ,· ,. : ·.S· f #) S :; - ! " "l~ '-: r 1 j Jl : S a r 

,is t1,e :: ·.-.. - .. ',:; ,.,,· .__.- 1_ •. ·, 11_· ,~i l ::,ccll·' ty t,,;·.i,l,~c;:;.t .:ons . 
} \,11H\. O ,!J· •. :,; , .. ,,.. !- 1 ;-·. ;.: ,,' ,:.:·:1;t. · 0n. ·,; l.'. 1.d hhVC· 8. 

.. • 1. ~ . ·~ f , (". t .; i ~ ! I' l t : d " t. ·~ t ~ • J f ~ ' : • ( \ 1 "> i. ;_ ... f '-' C :~ 1} <; (• () f .. , 
·., "1 r', i.- 1 r· I :•! l ·, ·j i • • h t {' , ~ •-. t (\ :-: t 'i.,l,; ,; 

... "' ,_ 
I 4. ' 

• ·- i ,) ' .• ' , . 

' :: .,., i ,, } :. ' .• 
. ' 

( '' . . 
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In consHt""··ng t·l,,. ti:atte r, I have also tll.K•"i e<:.ou•1 .. r.::f t.r,·:
likelr tH<d} '1~:--t ·~ e,H:Uon and t ... e pr ob·:}'lity ·~.et ar,:· rC"i)r,c:,.-:,c: 
c, bc1r ; .. ··"-ror·,rs wouJ.r~ •1psP.t uni o n. · st opjnif,r,, 1ho:.i.i)1 1 ::it'll 

~ensi t.ive- t<'! thj:: pci Jn, Jam :, onethel ·ss ::;o prq•'>"n.l t.c 
acct;;:,t that ~o i11·),'"!,<:.:t at all ca 1 take p1::c·· U! t 11::::c· 

r o, : !L 1 ':> 1 I h P.1 i c v e r il ~ t t ~, ,.. rec:;- en i n ":'t f r.:: . < • ~ [:. " e · "',. .. : r, r rt~\ 1 

roE,/s ~:01.· l&I ~.,v. ~ r_, . .;rUTl.tnf; •.fj7 ecc ~n rci.t:..o,. : ~"' '::, }~v:. 
alor;; t:t . bo:,'e:r \,\·to f!c'VC :t ... :n <lr;:;,,.ati 1·a:1_r ii~ !lc·,·1 ',;·> ·· 
cccpe1atiott dth nr cb\1'101.;.s c•uis!..J~:ro .£."· ,...:-c11. il.(· ;,.-~u:-.:i c:, .. L 

in n::Len !;1onths . 

Th,~re a ~ 260 border cro_sjngs, ove r a ;. 0 of ··he .f~ 1:r·e nr,·.,
suuject t o c o u re •rder.. On t hat ~-caYe-;· ~ ;~ew i t'':'P·· riir•1' ~ !:, 

not ,·,r.. ex,:.""ssive df' flle1nd .o the British "",tthvritic-s . i v:c,r 1_r 
add tJ-;at f?.r frc.,m :;.-e-opening roads , t.i:e 'r1 t i~\ ;:,lan t. ··:' 1c 

the first 1ew cicsur Lor som ... tLne c't Clad:, Co . Tyr0·.e "I:-, ,·:rt) 
as 1..-.> c al Ga i.,l af -ch c,1selves h;:;ve poin ed ,,1n , w.:.l: at:';<:, 
s ever nega-:i ve reac ti on (p"rt of th e local c.u·u ··· i.·; will oe 
c u t off from t he l ocal Catho i c Ct urch). 1 ' .. ~ ·e f,sked the 
BriU Ll'l side to re-co,1si'H: r e.nd I T,w 1-1 1d h .;:' th,.t t ,.e Gard1 
a 1th o 1 j ties , who have i 1. 11. cat , d n no $ e ,: li .C i t / (\', j ·ct lo n '1 , 'r · J 11 
er:1pha s ise the 1Lgative , nscq t·nces in 1cr,y c nt&c ts with t he 
RUC. 

I wou'l, ad" ; ou to -r 0·e·a:.d.ne th e w1101e, ;,".'::-tic,. in this li. gh. t. 
It wo ~l~ d be ·)&i:t icularly he.r f u1. i f yoi: ,:.;11ld point to even a 
f ew bvrder cros s i ug s i·hcre yoit feel \.C. c .11 l on.: Htrat e Jr 
effort s i n per · ~ ing t he FL·i · i s h sic for r·ov ... r.1en t on thi s 
issue. Iara wri"i:ing on sirrdlar l ines to he dinis ter for 
Def e nce a. d I •ould be g:ratefu l to } ::i ve your r<::spons e as soo. 
as pos sibl~ . 

Yours si ncerely 

Peter ,ar¥J·~ 
Min i ste r !. Foreign Affa irs. 
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