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PRESS STATEMENT 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Peter Barry TD, referred 

today to a statement issued by the Secretary of State for ........... . .~ .. ~ 
Northern Ireland, Mr Tom King, on the recent rem~rks attributed 
; 

'to the head of the RUC, Sir John Hermon . 
. , 

"-
The Minister reca11ed"that on his instructions, the British 

\ 

Am'bassador had been summoned to the Department of Foreig'n 

Affairs on 21 October and had been received by the Secretary of 

the Department in the Minister's absence. . .. .. 
->- . 

Theattestion of the British authorities had been drawn to .. , 
press reports in 'the Toronto Sun of 17 October, the Houston 

Post 0} 17 October and the Irish Times of 21 October of remarks 

made by the head of the .RUC at a police chiefs meeting in' 

Hous ton, Texas. · Immediate investigation of }hese reports ha~ 
been sought, together with an explanation of the remarks 

• 
attributed to ' Sir John Hermon. The British authoritiei had 

been informed that., t~ remarks attr~buted to the head of the 
. I 

RUC reflecting on the s,curity policy of the Government were 

completely unfounded and damaging to the efforts of both 

Governments to tackle the ~iob1em of Northern Ireland. 

-
The Mini6ter said today that in reply the British Government 

had stated their view that Sir John Hermon'.s remarks to the 
• 

fonference in Houston had been seriously misrepresented and had 

i 
. ./1,: ,. 
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• l 

'I 
assured the Government .that they g.reatlyappreciated the 

, 
measures which have been taken in co-operation with the 

security forces in Northern Ireland to pr~vent acts of violence 

on both sides of the border. 

The Minister noted the statement issued today hy the Secretary 
t' 

, 

~f State for Northern Ireland. The statement indicated that 
., 

the Secretary of State had discussed the 'matter w~th Sir John 
'\ 

Hermon and was satisfied that the speech had been seriously 
" ml'srepresented in the media. The Secretary of State note<:l that 

while Sir J. Hermon had expressed concern at the scale of 

resour~es available to the Garda he had paid tribute to the 
f . '. '" 

force. Specific~lly Sir John Hermon had said it was an 

excellen~ force ~f f~nemenJthat the RUC and Garda had a good 
, , 

relationship alodg the border at working level and that there 

was n~ lack of will by the Garda to combat terrorism. 

It has thus been made clear that the news reports which have 
1-

appeared of the head of . the R~C's p!~~entation in Houston, 
• Texas do not represent the views of the British Governm~nt of 

the Government's s~curity policy or the level of security 
. '.~ ., 

cooperation with the Not~hern Ireland authorities, and that, on 

the contrary, t~e Government~s p~lilcy and operational 

cQoperation are highlY valued by the British Government . 

. , 

,. 
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ill I" i \;"i,i~ ! '!i 1 11II JI I'll cH , ' .. , 1 ' I 

I'll 11"ft I; ,;il'" he sec~etary of State for Northern Ireland today held one of 
I" li 1 I . I" III ~ L I ',I ~i s reg'11ar meetings w!i th the Chief Constable of the RUC and 

i,ll! J: I ' .!; t lhe GOc. l· ' After thd me~ting he discussed wi th, Sir John Hermon 
!'! • :I! I 1 ! 

ill t lhe lectlure given_br..the latter to a gathering of professional 
11 I I ,1 

i 'p:olice o:fficers in the l United States on 16th' OctQber lon 
~" 1 I, I 'I I , I 

Hsiubj~ce oflborder terrorism in an international context. 
j ,'I!: ill 

I" Chi~£ ' Coins table took the opportuM ty of showi ng to the 
J I I' I I . ' . 

the 

The 

It was .. ,sFcr~tarr of State t'he speaki ng Rotes for hi s lecture'. 
. l ' 

j'c llear that hi s speecp had been ser i ous 1 y mi srepresented, in the '" I j \. I 
;,l m~(Ha. !I Indeed the reporter concerned in an interview 0~ BBG 

, l;~adios~lbsequentlY mrdi it clear that thEt article whifh h.e 
11'1 J II. _ 
wrote wa~ an expression of opinion and included some extracts . I \ I T 

npt ne~ehsarily verbatim from the Chi 'ef Constable's address. I ' r' 

;",111' I i ; "i 

, Tlt e 
I Secrftary of S~"1~te Inoted that whi le ~he Chief con~.tablehad 

'i expressed concern at l tHe scale of reSOMrces available to the 
I 1)" 1 l ! I I 

b',r' rda: he lllad pai~ tri,bute to the force. Specifically he had ' 
j, ., I I , , I ,sf i9 i1 fas an extel~ent force of fine men that the RUC and I 

Garda ~a& a good rel~tionship along the border at working level 
~; . I 1 I "1 11 r . I _ 

a~dt~~t l there was n~ lack of will by th~ Garda to co~bat 

i t~rro~ts~I . ; The Sec~e~ary of State expressed his fuli sup~ort 
'f I ,I i I' J I 

If6r the; I hief Constablel. He comlmented that it was re,' grettable I 1 I, I I . . i- -! 
t~at ~uc, widespread ! p~blicity should have,been given 1to an 

tl~rel i albIe I report and t'ha t unnecessa rt co:ntroversy sh9uld 
'I I I I· I I, tnerePYr hav:e arisen.~ I ! ,," 

,I 1':11 I . I , I .,1 ., I i 
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