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statement of Speaker Thomas P. O'Ne!11, Jr. November 15, 1985 

THANK YOU MR. PRESIDENT FOR INVITING ME TO JOIN YOU IN 

B>:PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE HISTORIC ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT REACHED 

T()[)!\Y. lAM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE. 
I CONGRATULATE THE LEADERS OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF IRELAND AND 

GJlEAT BRITAIN FOR TAKING THIS IMPORTANT AND COURAGEOUS STEP OF 

CC'N:3TRUCTING A FRAMEWORK FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION IN NORTHERN 

I IlELAND. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AGREEMENT TOMY DEMONSTRATES IN 

Ut\MISTAKABLE FASHION THAT THE WAY FORWARD IN NORTHERN IRELAND IS 

NOT THROUGH THE BULLET AND THE BOMB BUT RATHER THROUGH DIRECT 

NEG()TIATIONS BETWEEN THE FREELY ELECTED LEADERS OF T~ GREAT 

WE:S'fERN DEMOCRACI ES • 

. I AM HOPEFUL THAT THIS AGREEMENi WILL PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR 

BUIl.DING A BRIDGE OF HOPE AND RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE TWO 

GltEAT -TRADITIONS IN NORTHERN IRELAND. WE KNC"M FRCM OUR 
EXPI:RIENCE IN AMERICA THAT DIVERSITY CAN BE A SOURCE OF STRENGTH 

11\ A SOCIETY RATHER THAN A SOURCE OF DIVISION~ BEGINNING TODAY MUCH MUST BE DONE TO BUILD A LASTING PEACE 

_ I N nORTHERN IRELAND. BtCAUSEOF THIS, I AM PLEASED TO HEAR THE 

PREE:IDENT REAFFIRM THE COMMITMENT OF THE UNITEP. STATES TO HELP 

PRQ{OTE PEACE AND RECONCILIATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND IN A 
CO~C'RETE WAY~ 

I C~ ASSURE THE PRESIDENT THAT AS SPEAKER I WILL DO 
EVSF;YTHING IN MY POWER TO SEE TJiAT SUCH A Ca-1MITMENT, INCLUDING 

APPF:OPRIATE fiNANCIAL AND ECON()11C ASSISTANCE, IS HONORED BY THE 

CONG,RESS AS SWIFTLY AND AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE. I AM SURE THAT MY 

COLI.EAGUES SENATORS ICENNEDY AND MOYNlHAN AND CONGRESSMEN BOB 

MleBEL,TOM FOLEY AND JOE MeDADE WILL JOIN WITH ME AND THE MANY 

F Rlf:Nm OF IRELAND ON CAPITOL HILL TO HELP MAKE THIS IMPORTANT 

AMJ~RICAN CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE, JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION IN 

. NOR'l'HE~ IRElAND. 
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