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(NSC/BE) NOVEMBER 15, 1985 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I AM DELIGHTED TO JOIN WITH SPEAKER 
O'NEILL IN WELCOMING THE IMPORTANt 
ANGLO-IRISH ACCORD ANNOUNCED TODAY BY 
MRS. THATCHER AND DR. FITZGERALD. 
WE APPLAUD ITS PROMISE OF PEACE AND A NEW 
DAWN FOR THE TROUBLED COMMUNIt IES OF 
NORTHERN IRELAND. I WISH TO CONGRATULATE 
MY TWO GOOD FRIENDS -- AND OUTSTANDING . PRIME 
MINISTERS -- WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED SUCH 
STATESMANSHIP, VISION, AND COURAGE. 

THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND 
• Of IRELAND HAVE MADE A GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE POLITICAL AND INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND TO OUR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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WE ARE PARTICULARLY PLEASED THAT THESE TWO 
NEIGHBORS, FAITHFUL FRIENDS OF AMERICA, 
SO CLOSE TO THE UNITED STAlES IN THEIR TIES 
OF HISTORY, KINSHIP, AND COMMITMENT TO -
DEMOCRAllC VALUES, HAVE JOINED ON A COMMON 
CAUSEWAY TOWARD HOPE AND HARMONY IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND. ALL AMERICANS -- AND ABOVE ALL 
THOSE OF IRISH DESCENT WHO HAVE PRAYED FOR 
AN END TO VIOLENCE IN THE LAND OF THEIR 
ANCESTRY -- CAN TAKE PRIDE IN THIS IMPORTANT 
STEP FORWARD. 

WE VIEW THIS AGREEMENT AS A CLEAR 
DEMONSTRATION OF BRITISH AND IRISH 
DETERMINATION TO MAKE PROGRESS CONCERNING 
NORTHERN IRELAND AND IN THEIR BILATERAl 
RELATIONS. GIVEN THE COMPLEX SITUATION IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND, ALL MAY NOT APPLAUD THIS 
AGREEMENT. 
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BUT LET ME STATE THAT' THE UNITED STATES 
STRONGLY SUPPORTS THIS INITIATIVE, 
WHICH PLEDGES TO BOTH COMMUNITIES IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND RESPECT FOR THEIR RIGHTS 
AND TRADITIONS, WITHIN A SOCIETY FREE FROM 
VIOtENCE AND INTIMIDATION. 

.. . . 

ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS WE HAVE JOINED 
THE IRISH AND' BRITISH GOVERNMENTS IN . 
CONDf.'lNING VIOLENCE AND DISCORD IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND CALLING ON ALL AMERICANS NOT TO 
ASSIST, EITHER WITH HONEY OR MORAL SUPPORT, 

.:THOSE MISGUIDED EFFORTS THAT PROLONG THE _ 
NI GHTHARE OF TERROR I $M AND HATRED. OUR CALl: 
IS EVEN MORE COMPELLING NOW tHAT A FRAMEWORK 

FOR PEACE HAS BEEN AGREED UPON. I 'WISH-TO 
RECONFIRM AND" ~INF{JRC£ OUR CONDEMNATION OF 
TERROR I SM WHEREVER IT HAY TAKE PLACE. 
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NOW THAT A FRAMEWORK HAS BEEN 
ESTABLISHED, THE WORK OF CONSTRUCTING 
A DURABLE PEACE I'1UST PROCEED. THIS WILL 
INVOLVE REBUILDING WHAT HAS BEEN DEstROYED 

• 

BY HATRED AND VIOLENCE AND GIVING HOPE TO 
THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TEMPTED BY DESPAIR. 
WE HAVE OF-1EN ENCOURAGED AMERICANS TO LET 
THEIR FOREIGN 'INVESTMENTS AND VACATION 
DOLLARS, AND THE EMPLOYMENT OPpORTUNITIES 
THAT ACCOMPANY SUCH SPENDING. FIND THEIR WAY 

, . TO THE EMERALD ISLE. I AM PROUD THAT 
NORTHERN IRELAND ENTERPRISES IN WHICH 
AMERICAN MONEY IS INVOLVED ARE AMONG THE 
MOST PROGRESSIVE IN PROMOTING EQUAL ' 
OPPORTUNITY FOR, ALL. 

THE BRI1ISHAND IRISH GOVERNMENTS HAVE 
PLEDGED THEl R COO.RERAlION IN PROMOT I NG THE 
ECONOMIC' AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THOSE 

, AREAS, IN BOTH PARTS OF IRELAND, WHICH HAVE 
, 'SUFFERED FROM THE INSTABILITY OF RECENT 

YEARS. ' 
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IT IS ENTIRELY FlliTlNG THAT THE UNITED 
STATES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS JOIN THIS 
IMPORTANT ENDEAYOR.AS PRESIDENT CARTER 
SAID ·ON AUGUST 30, 1977, "IN THE EYENT OF 
A SETTLEMENT, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
PREPARED to JOIN WITH OTHERS TO SEE HOW 

, "-~ 

ADDITIONAL JOB-CREATING INVESTMENT COULD BE 
ENCOURAGED, TO THE BENEfIT OF ALL . THE PEOPLE 
OF NORTHERN IRELAND," 

. THERE ARE MANY IN CONGRESS WHO · HAVE 
SHOWN THEIR CONCERN AND SYMPATHY FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND. AND I WILL BE 

• WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE CONGRESS INA .. 

BIPARTISAN EFFORT To FIND TANGIBLE WAYS' 'FOR 
THE UNITED STATES · TO LEND PRACTICAL SUPPORT 
TO THIS IMPORTANl AGREEMENT. THE .SPEAKER-
WHO HAS KINDLY JOI.NED ME AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

.' 
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IN CLOS I NG, . PERM IT ME TO UNDERSCORE OUR 
ilEA RTF ELT SUPPORT FOR THIS COURAGEOUS 

, ;'ND DETERMINED EFFORT TO PROMOTE PEACE AND 
I~ECONCILIATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 

AND NOW I UNDERSTAND THE SPEAKER WOULD 
1.1 KE TO SAY A FEW WORDS. 
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