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: I::: "::::,:0:: I::: :::' THIS . tI BV (ERAl D (lA~:':~) ~ : ~a;:. , 
RID, ~I HO RESP OtHHD PERSO N ALLY, TO OU R DH1ARCHE DF LAST I.LJ'..J>~.IM{ 
TU E S DAY, ON PAP E R IN THE F 0 L l 0 vi H I G T E R f'; S • re-~ , I ~ 

"RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATIONS BY THE GOVERN MEN T Of T HE (!J-; 
REPU BLIC Of IRELAND REGARDI NG 'THE BJRMr~GHA M BOM B1NGS CAS E ' , [11 
1974 

.i 
I 

HER M A J EST Y • S' GO V ERN f'IE III T HAS fIi 0 T'E Q. T oH E CON C ERN E X P RES SED 8 Y 
IHE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC DF IRELAND REGA~DI N G THE 
CASES OFS]X MEN CO~VICTED IN 1974 OF OFFE NCES OF MURDER ARISI NG 
fR 'Of1 THE 80 MBING OF ' HI O PU BLIC HOUSES I N BIR MI NGHA M IN THAT 
YEAR: AND HAS "NOTED THE RE QUEST THAT THE CASES BE RE- OP ENED. 

THE HOME SECRET AR Y H ~S STATUTORY PO WER TO REFER A ( R J M J ~ AL 

(ASE TO THE COURT OF APP E AL SO THAT THE COURT M~Y TREAT THE 
M A TT ERA SAN A P P El. L A G A J N S T CO N V I Cl T0 N t! Y THE PE R SON CON C E RJH L..~ 
IN DECIDING WHETHE R HE SHOtJL' i) v a--s"O-;-" fHE - li O'l1fS7 EC 'RE TAR Y M U ST~ ~-
PAY .0 U E, RE G A fi D T 0 ANY I N FO R ti A T J 0 N PR E S E ~, 1 E [) TO H J f1 " I 1/ P A, R T I ( !J L A R 
I NFORMATION PURP ORTI NG TD OFFER hEW , EVIDE NCE '. 

THE HO ME SECRETA~Y HAS BEEN PRESENTED WITH NEW MATERIAL ABOUT 
THE CASE tiF THE SIX ME N C O~ VICTEDIN 1974. HE1S CO NSIDERING 
VERY CAREF!III Y )<'HfTHE 'I jT I-JQ ULD S E ' APeRQpRIATE TO REFER ' THE r 
CASE TO THE COURT OF APPEAL~·. 
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_ AS I NH IID'" . TO AP P LY AS d £T IIEH OUR 1\;0 AUTHOR ITIE S , 

'Z 

~ R (LA RK WAS THANK ED FOR HIS R E S~ ON S E WH IC ~ WO UL D 2 £ r RA ~ S M ITTE D 
TO DUB LI h . , WE WO ULD, I SAI D, EXP E(T TO lE I Nf ORMED Of THE OUTC OME 
OFT H E I N V EST ' 1 GAT I V E' P R J C E S S fS [ F OR E T HE U U T C 0 ~', E 11: " S M A D E K N 0 vi ti 
EL S E ~I HER E: I N TH IS CONTEX T J I-l E NTI 0NED J OH N ~1U r'; E ~i P ' S r~ EE TJ NG 
~ IT H MR HUPC LAST T HUR~DA ~ E VEN I ~ G , AFT ER ~H IC H HE ~AS A8 LE TO 
A ~NOUN CE MR HUP D' $ DE CISI ON TO OPEN A P A I ~ S TA K r N G r N VESTI G ATI O ~ 
I NTO THE MATTE R. MR CLA R~ AC KNOW LE DGED TH E I MPOR TAN CE O F THIS; 
AND SAID HE WO ULD TRY TO E ~ SURE THAT IT WAS DON E. 

1 RECALLE D THAT THE H. O. WAS ALL fG Eb T ~ LAST THU RSD AY~ S ' 
I RI S H lI MES TO HAV E SAI D THAT IT HAD I~O TYET ~ E C[IV E D THE 
I RIS H GO VE RN MENTrS DE MAR CHf ( PRESEN TED TO THE F( O O ~ TUES DAY ' 
AM). J SAID THAT I WAS SUR E TH AT M ~ CLA RK HAD PRO CE SSED 
9U R DE MARCHE WITH OUT DELAY, SU T TH AT . IT MJ GHT BE CON SI DERED ' 
WHETHER THE . HO tH O'FF.JCE WAS SuFf lCH NTlY ALERT TO THE NH D 
TO P REVE NT MISTAKES LIKE THI S TA KI NG P LACE: · THAt PR ESS 
QUE RIES ON SUCH A MATTE R AS THI S CASE ARE VI RTUALLY 
I NE VITA BLE, AN D 'AS SU{ H THA T THE H.O. DEPAR TMEfH RESP ONS I BLE 
MI GH T US EFULLY HAVE , I NFOR MED ITS PPESS /I NFOR MAT IO N OFFICE TH AT 
SUCH A DEMARC ij E H~ D I ~ FA(T b EE N RECE I VED . MR (( ARK F~ LLY TOOK 
THIS P OI NT AND, I ND EE D, S fE~ E D TO BE I N AGR EEMENt h IT H IT. 
THEY REGRETTE D ANY EMB AR RASSM ENT THAT MI GH T HAVE BEEN CA US ED. 
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ON TI M1 NG, MR (LA RK SA I D THE NAT TER WILL 8 E DEALT WIT H 
URGUULY. HO~; EVE R , C O~iP LEX i'i A TT cR S S UC H AS THE FOR ENSIC 
EVI DENCE WOU LD HAVE TO BE T HO~ O OGH LY I NVESTIG ATE D. ALSO , 
THE STATE MENTS OF T ~ E BARM AI D' AND WARD E ~S CONCE R~ E D WOULD 
HAVE TO BE THOR OU GHLY , CHEC KED. IT COU L D WE LL 8 E THA T A 
TH OR OUG H EX AM I NATI ON OF ALL TH E NE ~ ~ A TE R I A L AT H A ~D COU LD 
TAKE 6 - 8 WEEKS, T REITERATE D TH E OBVI OUS URGENCY OF DEALI NG 
WIT H THE MATT ER AS QUIC KLY AS POS S ' I ~ LE, ANDOuR ( O ~ ( lRN THA T ~ l 
SHOU LD HEA R THE OU TC OME WIT HOU T DEL AY. 

J~ I S , I 8 ELIEVE, CLE AR LY UNDERS TOOD . ON 8 0 TH S J DE ~ T HA T WE . 
W ILL 8 E 1 N FO R f1 E. D BY lH ~" . Li R. 1 T J S H AU T H 0 R I TI E SAS TO T HE. (; UT ( 0 J'''i £ . 
O F ' THE P RES t N TI N V EST ] CA T I ON , = ~A~'l D. \} HER L_ J1 _ td -L l- .LE-"~~ ~-E f-~ [ 
THE OU TC OM E 1 ~ MADE KN~WN TO OTHERS . 

END E t~ D " EN D 
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