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29TH ~CT08ER 1985 IN,n 

TO HQ FRO~~ LONDON 
FOR A/SEC lILLIS FRO i'l R YA N 

/1/ 11 '" ., . 
• \ 

I C ALL E D T HIS r" 0 R N I N G 8 YAP P 0 I N T MEN TON G ERA L D C L A 'R K, RID / F C 6:
AND SAID THAT I WAS INSTRUCTED TO MAKE AN URGENT DEMfRCHE IN . 
THE FOLlOWI~GTER~S 

1 • 

2. 

3 • 

• I 

THERE HAVE BEEN FREQUENT CONTACTS BETWEEN THE EMBASSY --... 
AND THE FrO OVER THE PAST 11 YEARS CONCERNING THOSE 
CONVICTED~FOR THE BIRMINGHAM BOMBINGS: WE HAVE MADE , THH'i AWARE ON A L-ARGE 'NUtiBER OF OCCASIONS OF 
PRO T EST A T ION $0 F fN N 0 C E N C E 8 Y . THOSE C 0 f. V I C T E D . AND 
BY THEIp RELATIVES. WE HAVE OVER THIS PERIOD_REFLECTED 
CONSJD~t;A8LE UNEASE HET IN 'VARIOUS_.QUARTERS THAT THERE 
COULD HAVE 8EfN A MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE IN THE CONVICTIONS 
OF HILL, WALKER, HUNTER, MCILKENNY, CALLAGHAN AND POWER. 

NOW, HOWEVER, THERE IS CLEAR AND SERIOUS CONCERN ON THE 
P~RT OF A NUMBER OF PEOPLE, W~OSE MOTIVES MUST BE ABOVE 
SUSPICION, THAT THESE CASES MUST BE RE-OPENED .. 
WITHOUT DELAY. SIR JOHN FARR, 'CONSERVATIVE MP FOR 
HARBOROUGH, WILL LODGE WITH THE HOME StCRETARY LATER 
THIS WEEK AN IMPORTANT BODY OF NEW EVIDENCE IN THE 
CASE, EVIDENCE W~ICH WAS NOT AT HAND AT THE TIME OF THE 
T R I AL ' AND W H I CH, "· tJ E 8 ELl EVE, t1 U S T, I' I T HAD BEE N 
TO HAND, HAVE ~L~YED AN IMPORTANT PART IN THE PROCEDURE 
AND VERY POSSIBY THE OUTCO ME OF THE TRIAL. 

THE NEW EVIDENCE INCLUDES 
- "I M P 0 R TAN T N E YJ 'S C I ENT I F I C It! 0 R K \,./ H i C H C 0 U l D PRO V 'E 

THAT CONTACT WITH NITRO-CELLULOSE PRESENT IN 
PLAYING CARDS, LEATHERETTE SURFACES ETC COULD GIVE 
THE SAME RESULT UNDER THE TEST FOR NITRO-GLYCERINE 
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USED BY DR S~UCE IN THE CASE AND WH1CH WAS THE MAJOR 
PIECE OF EVIDENCE ON WHICH THE CONVICTIONS WERE 
REACHE~:~ ~ 

.' . , 
THE F ACT T HAT THE MEN CON C ERN E D ~! ERE S EV ERE L Y' B EAT E N'" 
AND T HAT S 0 rl E 0 F-"" H E P R ISO N 0 F F ICE R S CON C ERN E D NOW A D M IT , 
IN THEIR OWN VOICES ON TAPE RECORDINGS, TO HAVING 
PAR T J C t'P ATE D I ~ T H E,S,E BE A T H i G S: T HAT S rAT EN ENT S C F 

A D M I S S J 0 N 0 F G U It!- T, W H J C H ~i A YHA V E 6 E E N E X T RAC T E D t Y 
BRUTAL MEANS AND AFTER VERY ~XTENDED PE~IODS OF 
INTE~SJVE I NTERROGATIO N, ARE IN THE MSELVES 
CON r1:( A DIe TOR Y I N A NU M El E R 0 F FU N D'A '1 ENT A L \~ AY S • 

M 0 R E T 0 F 0 L L 0 vJ 
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4. PEOP LE SUCH AS J OE CA HILL A~D AITHI O'CO NA IlL ARE 
ENEC UIVOCAL I N THEI R R EPU D JATIO~ OF THE NO TI ON THAT THE 6 
(1 E N W ERE ~'1 E ~1 8 E R S 0 F THE J R A O'il 0 F S I ~I N F E I r~ • TO T H J S nu S T 
bE AD DED THE FACT THAT T~E 6 MEN, THEIR FA ~ ILIES AND FRIE hDS, 
ARE ALL UNEQU IV OCAL I N THE I R PRO TES TAT10 NS OF I ~No rE N CE: THI S 
I S UT T E R L Y UN L 1 K E K N 6 w~ I R p.~ P R'A C 1 J SE. 

5. 1~ ADDITIO~ 10 SIR JOH ~ FARR'S ST ATED I N T~ N TIONS IN THE 
'CASE, ' I CITED THE CO MM ENTS YESTERDAY OF ROY, JE NKJ NS, THE h 
HO ME SECRETARY, WHO BELIEVES THAT THE ~RESE ~ i HO ME SECRETARY 
SHOULD NOW REFER THIS CASE TO lHE COURT OF CRI MI NAL APPE~ L . 
J ClTED INDEPENDENT EVIDEN~E BY SUCH AS OR ~AUL, CITY OF 
LONDON CORONER, DAVID BALOO~K, ~ . FORMER H.O. FORENSIC : 
S C I ENT J $ T, AND D R HUG H C'A D D Y, A L S 0 A f'o R r·, E RH. O. S C J ENT 1 S T , 
WHOSE JORK MUST THROW THE GRAVEST DOU ~ T OVER OR SKUCE'S . 
EVIDENCE USED AT THE TIME IN THE TRIAL. 

6. I SAID J WAS INSTRUCTED TO URGE MOST STRONGLY TH~T THE 
HOME SECRET~RY SHOULD LOOK URGENTLY AT THE NEW EVIDENCE NOW 
ASSEMBLED, AND TO EXPRESS THE VIEW THAT THERE IS OV~R-WHElM1NG 
REASON FOR THE EXISTING-MACHINERY TO BE ACTIVATED - VIZ 
REFERRAL TO THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEAL. I CITED THE THE N 

f'1 I N 1ST E R 0 F ·S N TEA T THE HO 11 ,E 0 F FreE, LEO N BR IT TAN, WHO H~ 
A U G U S. T 1 984 S TAT E DIN 'l HE CO M fl1 0 N SIN rH E CO N T E X T 0 F , 
ANNIE MAGUIRE AND{ OTHERS (A SUFFICIENTLY SIMILAA CASE AS 
10 MAKE HIS ,CO i"HIj ENT RELEVA NT TO THIS CASE>, THAT If NEw 
EVIDENCE CA~E TO LIGHT BEYO ND ANYTHING T~EN · BEfORE TH~ 
COURTS, THEN IT W~ULD BE EXA M I~ED. THIS ~AS REPEATED BY 
LO RD GLENARTHUR, MINISTER OF STATE AT THE H.O., I N THE HOUSE 
OF LORDS THIS SU MM ER • . 

7 • I 'R E QUE S T E D U R G ENT AT TE N TI 0 N ro T HIS D Er1 ARC HE, lA t~ D 
REQUESTED THAT WE SHOULD 8 E INFOR MEQ OF THE RESPONSE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

8. I SAID THAT IF AND (VERY LIKELY) WHEN PUBLIC STATE MENT S 

8 Y BRIT ISH M I tH S T ER; t.R E t'l A 1> E A 80 UT -T HIS f, A T TE R--:-; I N 1ST E R- S-A RR-Y---' 
wOULD 8E CO NCERNE D tHA'T THEY ~H O ULD 8 EAR VERY i"i UCH I N r'l IN D 
THE NEE D T'O NOT E X ACE R 8 ATE FE ELl N G SIN ,I; N D A R 0 UN D THE I R ISH 
cO r·!Jt<'i UNITY If~ ,B IRrHNGHA f·1 AND IN BRITAIN AS A vlHOLE (I RECALLED 
THE REACTIONS AGAI NST IRISH PEOPLE IN 1974, AND MR CLARK 
R E C ALL E'C S Jr.' IL A R REA C T ION S F 0 L L O'vl I N G B 0 Pi BIN G S . I N 8 I R n rN G H AN . 
I N 193 8 ). 1 SAID THE MI NISTE R WO UL D e E ANXIOUS THAT I N PUBLIC 
STATEME NTS, MINISTERS HERE SHOULD MAKE IT CLEAR THAT JUSTICE 
WILL BE SEEN TO BE DONE IN A TRA NSP AREN T WAY. 

MR CLARK {OOK NOTE' OF THE FOREGOI NG. ~E UND~RTOOK TO BRING 
~ ~ E D Hl ARC HET' 0 THE A T T E ti T IO N 0 F THE A PP R 0 P R I ATE AUT H 0 R I TIE S , 
ANDTO RE"PlY TO IT AS SOO N AS POSSI BLE. ~1R CLARK SEE fYlED ("'" 

8 f; "1 0 S T H~ P RES SED BY THE N £VI E V ID E NeE TO 8 E S U 8 ~1 IT T E D \ -0 iH~ T 1'. 

, r. ON f~OT OF THIS PROGRA MM E~ 
, . 

----~--~----------~~---------------------------------~~~-----=~-. 
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