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l AN TAOlSJGII 

Ulmhir ......... ...... . ........ .. . 

Taoisertch 

The Iri sh and Bri t,i s1l df'l( ' gCtt ,) ons mf't in London on Sunday 
and Monday, 13th and 14t,h Oct,obf'r. 'Jhe subjects coverpd 
wpre, in the main, 

(1) timing of the Summit, if any; 

t2 ) status of Northern Ireland; 

( .)) Sf' eT' f' t . a r i at; 

( 4) t .ext.s: 

('ommulliqllP TC'ff'rences to the Convention on Terrorism : 

namc' of CJn~' nev.· body to be established; 

( 7 I l'DR: and 

( ~ Fund. 

Timing 

You will know the' po s itjol J on thi~. 

~1.atu~ 

1 ht , Bd t j:::.h aT' £' pushing that there should be a recognj ti on 
o n OU T' p art I' t hat any change in the consti tutional statu s 
o f \ u Tt heT n ] 1'(>] and as part of the Uni t .ed Kingdom woul d 
<In ] , (om( ' ab o ut "ith the consent of a majority of 'the 
p (' 0 P J ( (",] ~ 0 I ' t h p J r J ] J' 1 and" . 

\\(' ri J'f' lll'cJ t hilt t h( v.·oJ ·din& of the preamble must be sl,uch 
le) : ti lil 1 Ar1 1 c l ( n of ,}ll' Constitution }'emainc; and that 
v.h;n ~' ( ' 01( ' !-';,~in ~ i~ that as a matter of practical realjt ~ 
t ,hl'rt ',OlJ 1 a bt n o change- in the prC"sent posj t j on unlpss 
t ,heT'(' j~ (Ol) .... ('nt of a majorit,y of t ,hf' pC"ople of l\orther'n 
Ireland. TlH' BJ'itish accept that t ,hjs; is "a mat.t .p}· of 
pr e d i c t, j 0 n I rat her t ha n ale g a] i n t . e r p r e. tat. ion. \\' 0 rh i ~ 
goi ng ahpad and shoul d be comp 1 ('t (·d bp orC" t ,hp cnd of 
next week on exact for-mu 1 at i on _ v.·h i rh v..j 1 1 be suggP c;. t (· cl 1. C 

~' ou and to t .hC' British Pr:imt' !-l:inister' or use in dc-aline 
v. it} I 1. his m 0 s t <., P 1I .;:; j t j \ . ( ) s.s tJ (> • 

... I .1' - ( ,;: ~ 
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S('crrt a r i at . 

WC' said that, initially at least, the Spcr~tariat should 
not be a bureaucratic organisation. It should be flexiblr 
bO as to be able to deal quickly and effectively with 
the innumprablr different pressures and stresses to which 
it will no doubt be subjected. As time wears on, 
bur(~aucrat i c conventi on can grow up out of practi ce and 
precedent. Jt would. however. be a great mistake to 
allow rules laid down beforehand, in the abstract, to 
determine future courses of action. The British appear 
to accept this approach. 

We also argued for a stronger recognition than in the 
British note they have given us of the necessity that 
the Secretariat should be in a position, as far as possible. 
"to resolve differences". Their work should be aimed at 
getting results and limiting as far as is practicable the 
flo~ of work for resolution at Ministerial level. 
The Bri ti sh fear t ,hat. the Secretari at - and the ICommi ssi OT1 ! -
may be used as a way of limiting the discretion ~f the -
Northern S('c)'et.ar~' of tate or of other Hinisters. We 
said ~e recognised this problem but that the way in which 
th Secretariat - and the I Commission 7 - worked will 
depend very much on thr Stat, lls and fl rxi bi 1 i ty of the 
Secretariat staff. 

WC' said. and the British apprared to accept. that as soon 
as an Agreement is signed. persons would be designated as 
secretaries on each sid ' . These individuals would meet. 
~' i th the gui dance of the Steering Committee, if required, 
to draw up an agenda and, perhaps, draft conclusions, for 
the first meeting which would be held in about a week or 
]0 days from the conclusion of the last parliamentary 
debate t.o rat, i fy the Agreement, . Thr secretari es woul d. 
unless )' equired to absent themselyes. attend th meeting. 
~' i th t,hr Hi ni steJ ·s. t,ake recOl'ds and arrange all 
or'!!ani sat i ona] dpt a j 1 ~ . The 1 r ish S('cretari at. woul d then 
J' C'mai TI in St. Ol·mont t df'pending on ci T'cumst ancps) to carr:) 
() ut""· hat r \ p J i t \\ a ~ t . h ;n t h C' / C () mm i .s s ion '" ~ ant e d don e 
and t() pI ('pal'r foJ' t hp n(,xt mc·pt i ng. 

\\'t> did no·t. at this stagf', C'onY('y t .hp composition of the 
likely J) ' ish l'1inistrda] t .eam. 

I .. · 
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We sai d that Wt· could accept. the' inserti on ·.of the words 
at the end of Article 2(b) indicating that each 
Government retains responsibility for the decisions and administration of Government within its own jurisdiction. We did not. accept thp dplption of t ,he wOT'd "/permanent7" before S('cretariat in Article 3 but have indIcated, -ad J·p.fcrc·ndum. that the 5ubst.it,ut.ion of some words like "on a cont.i nui ng basi s" mi ght be acceptabl e . 

On t .he t ,ext genprall y, and in reI ati on ~ in parti cular , to status. th British have madp it very clear that if there is any departurp from the declarations in the 
preamble. the ~hole arrangement will fall. 

Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism 

In the communique, ~e have got, as the Government appeared to wi sh. t,[le i nserti on of the words I' at. its i ni ti al 
me·(·tings" in paragraph 7 for t .he reference to the 
Commjtt.ee's considering "in -rh{' first iTlstanc{''' cert,ain i t . ems . 

v; (' h a v (' a 1 so got "' .. 0 r' d s t' 0 t h p p f fee t T hat t h (' t , ",. Cl si d {' S 
a J ' £' ('ommj t t ea t .u 11 ""or'1\: for early progl'f' ~s 11 ra t.hcr than t hat t h f' t . "" 0 S i d (' S "1 0 0 k for" ear 1 y pro g res s . 

The passage which had been paragraph - indicating that "Against thi s background ~ the Taoiseach said it. was the intention of his Government to accede ..... ~ is now 
no longer a separate paragraph but runs into the 
prcceding paragraph. In other words virtually all the 
chan~es ""hi ch t.he GovcJ'nment had looked for have becn achi ('Yed , The> onl ~ excepti on is that the ~ords "i t was t.he intf' ntion ll ha\<, not. bpen changed t. o '!it would be the i nt.('nt. ion" . The Bri t ish. ",hf'n t hi s change ",as suggested st.art,(!d t Cl put up Cl consi dprabl e baTTag<' - so ",'e di d not 
PUT'SUP t he mat t PJ too st J' nuousl \'. 

\\(' hit\c' 110\ been through virtually ever) collective noun in i..1Ie> (lxj OJ'd Ne",' Engli sh Di cti onary, Chambers and Roget' s Thesaurus} Thf' choice seems to be narrowing do~n 1.0 
Commission (which thp British ""on't have), Confer('Tlel'. Council. or Committ, p(, (which "'( ~on't have). It look:-- a!=-. if oTle of t .hese t.erms wi 11 bp chosen wi th aqua 1 i ~ :i ll!.: adj('ctive inl.ended t ,o soften or take a""a~' the' oll('ct llH .... 1hl · · f ('a t . u J'e ::. ()f the n nun. 
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4. 

Thc' Br'i t , i sh handed us a paper summari si ng thcd r i nt,enti ons in rc>l at, i on t,o the Forc('. We res 'rved commc:nt s un'Li 1 we had an opportunity of reading the- paper. However, we r(>marked immediately that the paper did not appear to go far ('nough in relati on t,o t.he UDR in rural areas of Armagh - out si de t .hose- in South Armagh al ready pa'Lroll ed by the' British Army. ""e had in mind in particular, Mr Mallon's constitu(·ncy. 

Mr Li 11i s rai sed in a f 01't hri ght manner t ,he- r'ecent shooti ng of two youths indul gi ng in t hf' r'obb(:ry of a ear and, apparently, using it to try to drivc> down a UDR patrol. He suggested that there- should. perhaps, bc' an aut,omati c suspensi on of personnel who shoot ci vi li ans found, .in the ev nt" t , o ha'\e been unarmed, - on lines similar to what apparently happens in Britain, on this type of occasion. Thf' Bri t ish J'eeei ved t .hi s suggesti on wi th somethi ng less than favour'. indicating that no mat.ter what the practice 
or' pr' 0 c e d u J . e. t h (' S u.s pen s ion 0 f a m e m be- r 0 f the see u r it) forces ,,'ould al"ays and ine"it. abl~· att.ract a t.aint to that i n d i \' i d u al. T h f' Y "0 u 1 d dot, hi f:., 0 n 1 y i f t h (' J . (. '" ere pr i ma faci f' C!vi dence of faul t . 

Thf'Y will. they think, no~ be publishing the Stalker Report whi ch t,hey say is the propert y of t ,he RUC and ",hi ch they have not, officially spen. If in the end. tllp mat,ter is to be publicised. they would expect that thi~ will happen by "'ay of parliamentary statement, as is the normal procedure in these cases. 

Fund 

Ther(' ""as some brief discussion of t,he- connect ion O('t.,,'e-en timing and C'xppnditur(> and ot,her technical matters, conn 'et·d ",-i t,h t ,he Fund. 

Genprb,] 

Th( mai 11 i SSUf'S ncn,' out standi n~:-

(]) timing of Summit. if it is ~o tak(> place; 

(2) the name of the bodv' . , 
en t.he t.('rminolog~· t.o be used on t , j}(' quest.ion of IIst(lt\l~" and on the quest, i on of how t hp ne'" arJ'ang('ment s nl!'t't t . h c Ch e que r s cri t e r ion 1.. hat " the i den t, i 'L i (' s - 0 f h (J t h thp majorit,y and the minority community in t\o'tJlt'f'I. 

11'('] and shou] d be recogni sC'd and J'('spt'ct (·d. allG rt.'>fl ('ct I'd in the st ruct UT'PS Clnd J)J'(I( (' .... :-- .... (If ~ ,IJ 1 1,('1 ' 1 
l! ' f>](lnd jn ",ay!:- a('C'cpta 1(' t o )(1111 (·omml.1l1 )( • 

I 
I 
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Som~ arc making ~he case 
obvjously not a(cpp~ab]~ 

not, f i ~ t his (d t . c' r ion . 
~hjs argumcn~. T ("xt.s on 

Ulmhir ........................... .. 

5. 

t .hat ar-ran{l('mc:nt", whi ch arc' so 
t ,o t,})(' Uni oni st communi ty do 
'1 hc'rc' ar'(' ob\.'i ouc; answers to 
tlw subj('ct arc' bpi ng prepared . 

A sub-group consisting of ~1c-sc;rs Dorr and Li]lis, on our 
sjd(", and Messrs Goodall (?), Mallaby and Brennan are 
meeting and would hop(" to have ~he tex~ of questions and 
answers on these and other points available by next 
w('ek. 

You know the timing of the proposed British Cabinet 
me c tin g to fin a] i se m a t . t . e r sas far a s the y are con c ern e d . 
A si m i 1 a l' t i met. a b 1 e vd 1] b (. nee e s sa r y h (' r (' . 

Th~ dates t ntativ("l~ f3x~d for the next plenary m~eting 
at officjal level is 2930 Oc.t.ober. )n Dublin. 

] (, C) C t 0 b (' r ' ] 9 5 

lanais~e Ambassador Dorr 
1-1 j n i s t er for For Ed g n A f f a i J ' s t-k s s r s. \,' a r d. Don 1 0 n. L i 11 j s 
MinisLer for Justice and Quigley. 
Attorne~ General 

:~ Counci 1 
Conference 
Authority 
Board 
1 (ld~(· 

CUIH ('nt j on 
Con~!'('gat j on 
C(lnvocation 
Oy ~ilni sat j 01, 

(JI[tmlJt'!' 

Rll T't'illl 

Cent!! 
~l('et j T1€! 

Commission 
Committee 
Agency 
Body 
Group 
S~'nod 
~yndj cat.e 
Panel 
St ruct.uy'( ' 
S('s~:i OIl 

Cnllg!'p",,!'
JyibunaJ 
c..~\'mposi urn 

Ti}! 1,113' 4111)(1 , I- }.I.- . ~~ 
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