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OIFIG AN AIRE GNOTHAi EACHTRACHA 
OFnCE OF THE MINIST E R FO R FORE IG N A'-FA ' R S 

1,,1..-March 1985 

The Honourable Mario Cuomo" , 
Governor of the State of New York, 
The Executive Chamber, 
Capitol, 
Albany, 
New York 12224. 

Dear Governor, 

BAILE ATHA-CUATH 2 
D U B L IN 2 

Thank you for your letter of 14 February, 1985, in reply to my 
earlier letter of 24 January, 1985. 

I recognise and welcome your deep concern~ about t he tragic 
# 

situation i n Northern I r,e l a nd. It is r ight tha t de~o cratic 
polit ical l eader s eve rywhe re should be concernefr about the 
a ppa lling consequence s of the underlying political problem in 
tha t part of Ire land. Your determination to address specific 
issue s of discrimination is commendable and supportive of my 
own Governmentfg errorts in th~s regard. I feel hopeful that 

o r c1.ear statement in your l.etter to me that you "have 
end sed t e o~ or tbe ew :re1.and Fo~ and the attempt to 
~~ d a _ olit_ca1. so ut_on t'l the continuing tUI"moil in oI"thern 
:reland rerleets a gro~ing un erstanding o~ tbe eomp ex 
~ea_it_es ~ e~t:-~ea by tne eonst_tutiona1 national~st parti~® 
no _ ar.4-ic_pa-ted in ... be :Form])}": e in lre1.a. d aI"e deep, 11 

a __ reciat_ e o.f the in-teres" )sho'WD in OUI' :pl"obler.lW t:r;J majoI' 
kneriean political _eaoers .'~ Tne str-engtb o.f tbis intel"est is 
demonstrat ed by the extent of the bipal"ti£an support for tbe 
Fri ends o.f Ireland Organisation in the Uniteo States Cong!"eos~ 
That a Son of Italy shonld wish to I'espond to tbe specific 
concerns of Irish- Americans in New York Stat~ in a positive and 
meaning.ful wa y i~., of course, particularly ~ppreci.ated. 

I n hoping t ha t we may be able t o meet to dis cuss our common 
conce rn ab ou t Nor t he rn I r el a nd in the near future., I r ema in 
concerned t h a t your recent l etter ·tjo t h e d i nner Cha irman of the 
so-call ed Irish Northe'r'n Aid Commit t ee wi l l di l ute t h e publi c 
perception of your cl ear opposition , as stated in you r letter 
to me, "to any group or faction which s upports violence in any 
form, as the so~ution to the conflict in Northern Ireland". I 
reiterate that ~praid is seen by the vast majority of the Irish 
people as an a~ of the Provisional IRA, seventy per cent of 
whose victims have been Irishmen and women. It has been 
declared to be , an agent of this murderous organisation by the 
US courts. To be frank, any association with Noraid is .. 



If 
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incompatable with the conclusion of the New Ireland Forum 

Report that: , 
"Attempts from any q~arter to impose a particular solutiQn 

through violence must be rejected along with the proponents of 

such methods. It must be re90gnised that the New Ireland which 

the Forum seeks can come about only through agreement and must 

have a democratic basis. (Chapter 5.2 (2) Report of the New 

Ireland Forum)." 

The endorsement which American ,political leaders including the 

President, the Speaker of the House of ~epresentatives and 

yourself have given to the work of the Forum has been and 

"""€ontinues to be an important encouragem'e~t t'o us in our 

dialogue with the British Government on the problem of Northern 

Ireland. We in the Irish Goverqment are hopeful that this 

dialogue will shortly yield the political progress which is now 

so necessary to meet the needs of the situation. We have 

always attached particular importance to informing Irish 

Americans of our efforts to promo,te peace:\and reconciliation 

among all the Irish people. I can assure you that Iri-sh 

Government Ministers who'regularly visit New Yor~ make every 

effort to deepen Irish Americans' understanding of these 

efforts and of the true nature of the Provisional IRA. Our 

Consul General in New York City, Jim Flavin, is always at your 

disposal should you require his assistance in any way in 

elaborating the position of the Irish Government. 

I want to thank you again, ~overnor, for your letter and I am 

glad that you wished to inform yourself regarding the feelings 

of the vast majority of the people of Ireland on the issues 

with which we are both concer~d. I look forward to our 

meeting, be ~t in your great State or. in our country where I 

can assure you we would hope to welcome you before too long. 
\ 

Yours sincerely, 

fu~ 
Peter Barry T~D. J 
Minister for Foreign A~fairs . 

. 
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·.>."2J)'f' vV' STATE Of New YORK 

EXECUTtVC CHAMBER 

I MARIO ~. CUOMO n 
QotrNOR JL J 

('G~~ C'A},~ .~ . -0 /~ ''--/ ~~~ I~~~~~<i: . J: Honorable Peter Barry 
Office of the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2, Ireland 

Dear Minister: 

Thank you for your letter of January 24, 1985. 

As you may know, I have long been an active supporter of the peace process and an opponent of those who advocate violence in Northern Ireland. I have sought on many occasions to press anew for negotiatiqns "to end the bitterness ~nd strife that has been devastating to' both the Catholic c'. rld Pl:otest.O.nt communi ties. t10st recently, ' I asked for the appoint.ment of a special u.s. envoy to the ·area~ Currently,! am backing legislation tntroduced by senator Patrick Moynihan that would authorize the designation of a.n American diplomJ.t to assist in finding peace. " \ 

In other ways, ·I have activ~ly sought to bring a halt to the bloodshed. I have endorsed the work of the New Ireland Forum and the attj;mpt to find a poli'tical solution to the continuing turmoil in Northern Ireland. I havo insisted on an end to detention without an attorney in the priEons of Northern Ireland; requested a stop to constant strip f;earchcs in the women's jails; demanded that.plastic bullets no longer be used by Un! ted KingdQJn police i arid ac·ked for recognition of full civil and human rights for the Catholic minority in employment, education and housing. -

I have, finally, taken the public position that I will work with any Ir~sh-American orgcmization thctt \shares these same goals. Above all, I remain adamnntly opposed tu any group or faction which supports violence, in any form, ~s the solution to the conflict in Nor~hern Ireland. 
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'J'he Honorablc P.ctcr Barry -2- February 14, 1985 

I think my position represents fairly the majority 
opinion of the one million Irish-Amerioans who dwell in 
NevY' York State. In any event I even if it didn't represent 
the overall sentiment, I would ·still adhere to my stance 
because I regard it as right, both morally and" legally. 

- I would be happy to meet with you or any representative 
6f the Irish government to discuss further our mutual concerns 
in this regard. 

I would hope, in addition, that, on some other occasion, 
I might also have the opportunity to invite some representa­
tives from the Irish-P.merican communi ty 1nl the No\.{ York area 
to provide a full exchange of viev,1s on thesEi irnpo,rtant issues 
with you or your representative. 

I look forward to your reply. 

Si~ce~el.y, I 
11cWvJl1I. ~vO 

Ma io M. euomo 
, Governor 

. , 

\ 
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CON£ULATE GENERAL OF IRELAND 

· -
Office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2, Ireland 

January 24, 1984. 

The Honourable Mario Cuomo 
Governor of the State of New York 
The Executive Chamber 
Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224. 

Dear Governor, 

, 

A copy of the letter which you wrote to the Chairman of 
the Irish Northern Aid Dinner Committee has been brought 
to my attention. ii 

On behalf of the Irish Go~ernment I have to inform you 
that we are deeply distressed that the Governor of the 
State of New York should express good wishes to this 
organisation. The Irish Northern Aid Committee has 
links to the Provisional IRA in Ireland and has been 
described by the U. S. courts as the U. S. agents o'f the 
Provisional IRA. Members of the Irish Northern Aid 
Committee supply arms and amml,lnition to kill innocent 
men and women in Ireland. The Con~ittee supplies 
money to further the campaign of violence in Ireland 
and has been directed by th'e U.B. Federal Courts to 
register as aR agent of the Provisional IRA in the 
u.s. 

Your letter is a source of deep anxiety not alone to the 
Irish Government but also to Irish people whose families 
have been the direct victims of the activities or the 
Provisional IRA and their U.S. agents' Irish N~rthern Aid. 

We appreciate that you are genuinely concerned about the 
situation in Northern Ireland but I would like to ~mphasise 
that it is my firm conviction, and the conviction of 
successive Irish Governm~nts, that activities such as 
those of the Provisional IRA and the Irish Northern Aid 
COIDhlittee are doing irreparable damage to the prospects 
of achieving peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland. 

I am sure that it(was not your intention that your corres­
pondence would give legitimacy and respectability to Irish 
Northern Aid but, from our own experience, you can be 
assured that correspondence from such a high office as 
yours will be used in every way to gain support for 
their activities; i~deed this has already begu~ to 
happen. 

..2/-
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, 
'CONSULATE GENERAL OF I RE~AND 

Honourable Mario Cuomo 
January 24, 1985 
Page 2. 

Office , of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Dublin "2, Ireland. 

I would be glad of an opportunity to meet you so that 
we may discuss further our concerns in this respect ' 
and also other aspects of Irish Government policy in 
relation to Northern Ireland. ,"\ 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Barry, T.D. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ireland 

. 
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