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SPEECHES BY PRESIDENT REAGAN AND PRIME MINISTER 
MRS. THATCHER ON LAUN OF UHITE HOUSE ON UEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 20, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

IT IS ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO EXCHANGE VIEUS UITH PRIME M:NISTE~ 
THATCHER, A DEAR FRIEND AND A .RESP£CTED LEADER OF ONE OF AMi~ICAS 
CLOSEST AL!.!ES. 

UE HAVE H~D A CORDIAL DISCUSSlCN ON A UIDE ~ANGE OF MATTERS. OUR 
CONVERSATIONS REFLECTED TH.£ EXCELLENT RELATIONSHIP UH!Cli EXISTS 
BETWEEN OUR TUO COUNTRIES. AS UELL AS THE UARM FRIENDSHIP BETUEEN 
MRS·. THATCHER AND MYSE.LF. 

WE DISCUSSED EAST-UESl RELATIONS AND IN PARTICULAR THE 
PREPARATIONS FOR lHE UPCOMING GENEVA TALKS UITH THE SOVIETS. UE FULL 
AGREE THAT THE UNITY, PATIENCE AND DETERMINATION OF 'fHE NORTH 
ATLANiIC ALLIANCE ARE ESSENTIAL IF' ARMS CONTF\OL NEGOTIATIO,NS ARE_ TO 
SUCCEED. UHAT UE ARE SEEKING ARE SIGN1FlCANT REDUCTIONS IN 'fHE 
NUMBERS OF NUCLEAR UE~PONS THROUGH FAIR AND VERIFIABLE AGREEMENTS. 
PRlHE MINISTER THATCHER AND I AGREED THAT IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
TO CONTINUE NATOS INF DEPLOYMENTS ON SCHEDULE IN ACCORD UITH THE 
ALLIANCE~ 1979 DECISION. WE ARE aOTH HOPEFUL THAT THE DIALOGUE 
OPENING IN GENEVA UILL RESULT IN PROGRESS, AND UHILE THAT PROGRESS 
CONT I NUES HOWEVER UE UILL BE S.iEAitFAST IN THE MOD.El~NISATION OF OUR 
FORCES AND IN OUR DETERMINATION TO PROMOTE FUL~ ADHERENCE TO 
EXISTING ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENTS. THESE ARE CRUCIAL INCENTIVES TO 
ANY REAL PROGRESS. 

PRIME MINISTER THATCHER AND I -ALSO DISCUSSED THE CURRENT 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AN~ A~REED ON THE NEED FOR PARTIES IN 
THAT REGION TO TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TOWARD PEACE. 

UE REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN ~ENTRAL AMERICA AND I ASSURED THE 
~ PRIME HINISTER THAT OUR DETERMINATION TO PRESERVE DEMOCRACY AND TO_ . 

SEEK PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS OF THAT AREA. 

. · ... . 

UE ALSO DISCUSSED THE THREAT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM AND UE 
AGREED THAT INCREASED INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS CALLED FOR TO 
COHBAT THIS EVIL. 

YE EXPRESSED OUR WILLINGNESS TO UORK TOGETHER AND WITH OTHER 
GOVERNME'NTS TO F !Gl-IT TERROR-ISM AND Dl~Tl!R THOSE WHO GIVE SUPPORT TO 
TERROR I s·rs • 
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SPEECHES BY PRESIDENT REAGAN AND PRIME MINISTER 
MRS. THATCHER ON LAWN OF WHITE HOUSE ON UEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 20, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

IT IS ALYAYS A PLEASURE TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH PRIME M:NISTER 
THATCHER. A DEAR FRIEND AND A .RESP£C1ED LEADER OF ONE OF AMZ~ICAS 
CLOSEST ALI.!ES. 

WE HAVE H~D A CORDIAL DISCUSSION ON A WIDE ~ANGE OF MATTERS. OUR 
CONVERSATIONS REFLECTED TJi,£ EXCELLENT I~ELA1IONSHIP WHICH I~Xl$TS 
BETWEEN OUR TUO COUNTRIES. AS UELL AS THE UARM FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
MRS'. THATCHER AND MYSE'LF. 

WE ~ISCUSSED EAST-WEST RELATIONS AND IN PARTICULAR THE · 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE UPCOMING GENEVA TALKS UITH THE SOVIETS. YE FULL 
AGREE THAT THE UNITY, PATIENCE AND DETERMINATION OF THE NORTH 
ATLANiIC ALLIANCE ARIE ESSENTIAL IF ARMS CONT~OL NEGOTIATIO,NS ARE. TO 
SUCCEED. UHAT YE ARE SEEKING ARE SIGN1FICANT REDUCTIONS IN 'rHE 
NUMBERS OF NUCLEAR UE~PONS THROUGH FAIR AND VERIFIABLE AGREEMENTS. 
PRIME MINISTER THATCHER AND I AGREED THAT IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
TO CONTINUE NATOS INF DEPLOYHENTS ON SCHEDULE IN ACCORD WITH THE 
ALLIANCE~ 1"9 DECISION. WE ARE BOTH HOPEFUL THAT THE DIALOGUE 
OPENING IN GENEVA UILL RESULT IN PROGRESS, AND WHILE THAT PROGRESS 
CONTINUES HOWEVER WE WILL BE S,TEAIIFAST IN THE MOD.EI~NISATI0N OF OUR 
FORCES AND IN OUR DETERMINATION TO PROMOTE FUL~ ADHERENCZ TO 
EXISTING ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENTS. THESE ARE CRUCIAL INCENTIVES TO 
ANY REAL PROGRESS. 

PlUME MINISTER THATCHER AND 1 --ALSO DISCUSSED 11-1£ CU1~~RENT 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AN~ AGREED ON THE NEED FOR PARTIES IN 
THAT REGION TO TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TOWARD PEACE. 

WE REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN ~ENTRAL AMERICA AND 1 ASSURED THE 
I' PRIME I1INISTl~R THAT OUI~ DETERMINATION TO F'RESERIJE !IEMCCRACY AN'D TO _. 

SEEK PEACEfUL SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS OF THAT AR~A. 

.. ' . 

UE ALSO DISCUSSED THE THREAT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORlSM AND UE 
AGREED THAT INCREASED INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS CALLED FOR TO 
COHBAT THIS EVIL. 

YE EXPRESSED OUR WILLINGNESS TO WORK TOGETHER AND WITH OTHER 
GOVERNME'NTS TO F !GI1T T 'ERr~OR-ISM AND DI~TER THOSE WHO GIVE SUPPORT TO 
TERROR I s'rs. 
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MRS. THATCHER ON LAWN OF WHITE HOUSE ON UEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 20, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

IT IS ALYAYS A PLEASURE TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH PRIME M:NISTER 
THATCHER. A DEAR FRIEND AND A .RESP£C1ED LEADER OF ONE OF AMZ~ICAS 
CLOSEST ALI.!ES. 

WE HAVE H~D A CORDIAL DISCUSSION ON A WIDE ~ANGE OF MATTERS. OUR 
CONVERSATIONS REFLECTED TJi,£ EXCELLENT I~ELA1IONSHIP WHICH I~Xl$TS 
BETWEEN OUR TUO COUNTRIES. AS UELL AS THE UARM FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
MRS'. THATCHER AND MYSE'LF. 
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ATLANiIC ALLIANCE ARIE ESSENTIAL IF ARMS CONT~OL NEGOTIATIO,NS ARE. TO 
SUCCEED. UHAT YE ARE SEEKING ARE SIGN1FICANT REDUCTIONS IN 'rHE 
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ALLIANCE~ 1"9 DECISION. WE ARE BOTH HOPEFUL THAT THE DIALOGUE 
OPENING IN GENEVA UILL RESULT IN PROGRESS, AND WHILE THAT PROGRESS 
CONTINUES HOWEVER WE WILL BE S,TEAIIFAST IN THE MOD.EI~NISATI0N OF OUR 
FORCES AND IN OUR DETERMINATION TO PROMOTE FUL~ ADHERENCZ TO 
EXISTING ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENTS. THESE ARE CRUCIAL INCENTIVES TO 
ANY REAL PROGRESS. 

PlUME MINISTER THATCHER AND 1 --ALSO DISCUSSED 11-1£ CU1~~RENT 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AN~ AGREED ON THE NEED FOR PARTIES IN 
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WE REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN ~ENTRAL AMERICA AND 1 ASSURED THE 
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SEEK PEACEfUL SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS OF THAT AR~A. 
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UE ALSO DISCUSSED THE THREAT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORlSM AND UE 
AGREED THAT INCREASED INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS CALLED FOR TO 
COHBAT THIS EVIL. 

YE EXPRESSED OUR WILLINGNESS TO WORK TOGETHER AND WITH OTHER 
GOVERNME'NTS TO F !GI1T T 'ERr~OR-ISM AND DI~TER THOSE WHO GIVE SUPPORT TO 
TERROR I s'rs. 
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UE DISCUSSED THE SITUATION :N NCRTHZRN IR!LA~~ ~ND I TOLD THE 
P~:ME MlNISTER THA~ THE UN!TEb STAT!S APPLAUDS THE CONTINUATION OF 
HER DIALOGUE UITH IRISH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD AND ASSURED HER OF 
au~· SUPPORT OF ALL THOSE ~ORKING FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS AND 
RECONCILIATION. 

. 
PRIME MINISTER THATCHER AND I REVIE~ED THE CURRENT ECONOMIC . 

SITUATION AND THE PROSPECTS FOR OUR ECONOMIES IN THE FUTURE AND IN 
C~OS!NG, I YISH TO NOTE THAT 1985 MARKS THE 200TK. ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS tETUEEN THE UNITED STAT~S AND 
G~EAT BR.!TAIN. OVER THE YEARS, THESE RELATIONS HAVE TAKEN n~ A VERY 
S~ECIAL ~UALITY., IN FACT. THEY ARE GU:TE EXTRAORDINARY. UE. AS 
AMER1CANS. ARE PROUD CF OUR RELATION~ ~ITH OUR ALLIES. TH£ iRll!SH 
AND 1 AM PERSONALLY PROUD OF MY CLOSE COLLABORATION UITH ~y FRIEND. 
MARGARE1 THATCHER. 

PRIME MINISTEI~ 

Ml~. PRES! riENT. 

MAY I SAY HOW VERY GRATEFUL I AM TC YC~ FOR INUI1!NG ME FOR THIS 
B~IEF VISIT, T~E FIRST OFFJCIAL ONE IN YOUR SECOND TZRM, ALTHOUGH I 
PAID AN UNOFFICIAL UORKIN~ VISIT TO CAMP DAVID IN DECEMBER. 

OUR TALKS ARE ALUAYS PARTICULARLY VALUABLE; BECAUSE UE SEE SO 
MANY THINGS IN THE SAME UAY AND YOU CAN SPEAK OF A REAL MEETING OF 
MINDS. 

AS 'THE t)l~l~SIDENT !='C!N1'ED OUT, THIS MEETING IS A SF'~::::AI. ON~. 
BECAUSE 198S MARKS THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF DIPLC~ATIC REL~TICNS 
BET~EEN ~RlTAIN AND THE UNITED STATES AND I THINK l CAN SAFELY SAY 
THAT OUR RELATIONS NOU AR~ B~TTER THAN UHEN JOHN ADAMS PRESENTED H:S 
CREDENTIALS TO IUNG GEORGE III - IN.DE.ED, I FEEL NO lNHIBIT!CNS ABcu·r 
DESCRIBING THE RELATIONS AS U~RY VERY SPECIAL, AND IT IS A 
PARTICULAR HONaUR THAl PRESIDENT REAGAN AND MRS. REAGAN HAVE 
ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO DINNER AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY TONIGHT TO 
MARK THIS VERY SPECIAL DIPLOMATIC ANNIVERSARY. 

THE PRESIDENT HAS GIVEN YOU AN ACCOUNT OF THE D!SCUSSIONS ~E HAD 
TODAY. UE HAD SOME VERY THOROUGH ONES, ESPECIALLY A20UT THE 
PROSPECTS FOR ARMS CONTROL NEGOTIATIONS. THOS~ NEJCT:ATICNS CARRY 
OUT HOPES WITH THEM. T~~y WILL, AS l INDICATED THIS MORNING, BE 
COMPLEX ~UT THOSE MHO ARE NEGOTIATING ON THE.PART OF THE UEST KNOW 
OF OWR FUNDAM~NTAL. SINCERE UISH TO GET DOUN THE N~MSSR OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN ThE WORLD IN A YAY UHICH IS STILL ~AlANCZD AN~ ~HlCH 
STILL KEEPS CUR SE:~~ZTY. WE ~ELIEVE OUR NEGOTI.A1'0RS UILL STRIVE TC 

~ THAT END AND THEY WILL CARRY OUR GOOD WISHES UITH THEM. 
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~ WE DISCUSSED THE SITUATION ~N NORTHERN IR!LAh~ AND I TOLD THE 

PR:ME MlNISTER THA~ THE UNITEb STAT!S APPLAUDS THE CONTINUAT!ON OF 
HER DIALOGUE WITH IRISH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD AND ASSURED HER OF 
OU~· SUPPORT OF ALL THOSE ~ORKING FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS AND 
RECONCILIATION. 

. 
PRIME MINISTER THATCHER AND I ~EUIE~ED THE CURRENT ECCNOMIC . 

SITUATION AND THE PROSPEOTS FOR OUR ECONOMIES IN THE FUTURE AND IN 
C~OS:NG. I WISH TO NOTE THAT 1985 MARKS THE 200TH. ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
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AND 1 AM PERSONALLY PROUD OF MY CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH ~Y FRIEND. 
MARGAREl THATCHER. 

PRIME MINISTE!~ 

MI\. PRES! rzENT • 

MAY I SAY HOW VERY GRATEFUL I AM Te YC~ FOR INUI1!NG ME FOR THIS 
B~l£F VISIT, T~E FIRST OFF)CIAL ONE IN YOUR SECOND TZRM, ALTHOUGH I 
PAID AN UNOFFICIAL UORKIN. VISlT TO CAMP DAVID !N DECEMBER. 

OUR TALKS ARE ALWAYS PARTICULARLY VALUABLE; BECAUSE UE SEE SO 
MANY THINGS IN iHE SAME UAY AND YOU CAN SPEAK OF A REAL MEETING OF 
MINDS. 

AS 'rHE I)I~I~SIDENT F'C!N1"ED OUi. THIS MEETING IS A SF'Z:IAI. ONZ. 
BECAUSE 1985 MARKS THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF DIPLC~ATIC REL~TICNS 
BET~EEN ~RITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES AND I THINK : CAN SAFELY SAY 
THAT OUR RELATIONS NOU AR~ B~TTER THAN UHEN JOHN ADAMS PRESENTED H:S 
CREDENTIALS TO lUNG GEORGE III - INDEED, I FEEL NO INHIBIT!CNS ABCU'r 
DESCRIBING THE RELATIONS AS V~RY VERY SPECIAL. AND Ii IS A 
I::>ART I CULAR HONO'UR THAT. PRES IDENT REAGI~N AND MI~S. REAGAN HAIJE 
ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO DINNER AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY TONIGHT TO 
MARK THIS VERY SPECIAL DIPLOMATIC ANNIVERSARY. 

THE PRESIDENT HAS GIVEN YOU AN ACCOUNT OF THE D!SCUSSIONS ~E HAD 
TODAY. ~E HAD SOME VERY THOROUGH ONES. ESPECIALLY A20UT THE 
PROSPECTS FOR ARMS CONTROL NEGOTIATIONS. THOS~ NEJCT:AT!ONS CARRY 
OUT HOPES WITH THEM. T~EY WILL. AS I IND!CATED THIS MORNING. BE 
COMPLEX BUT THOSE ~HO ARE NEGOTIATING ON THE-PART OF THE UEST KNOW 
OF O~R FUNDAM~N1AL. SINCERE UISH TO GET DOUN THE N~MSE~ OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN ThE ~ORLD IN A WAY WHICH IS STILL BAlANCZD ANn ~HICH 
STILL KEEPS cu~ SE:~~:TY. WE ~ELIEVE OUR NEGOTI.A1"ORS WILL STRIVE Te 
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STILL KEEPS cu~ SE:~~:TY. WE ~ELIEVE OUR NEGOTI.A1"ORS WILL STRIVE Te 

~ THAT iND AND THEY WILL CARRY OUR GOOD WISHES WITH THEM. 

I 
1 
i 

'1 

i 

I 

i 
I . , 
I 
I 

I 
! 
! 
1 

\ 



l 

f 
i 
' ! 
{ 

, 
'" 

,, 

STF PAGE2RiTOOJ VDC029 9502210~34 

~E ALSO SPENT SOME TIME .DISCUSSING THE MinDtE EAST AND_ BOTH 
AGREED '.THAT THE MOMENT IS PROPITIOUS 1:-oR A Fl~ESH EFFOFfT TO ACHlEV-E 
PROGRESS TOUARDS A MIDDLE EASTERN SETTLEMENT, AND I TOLD T~E 
P~ESIDENT OF MY SUPPORT FOR THE STATEMENT ISSUED FCLLCWlNG XINO 
FAHDS RECENT V!SIT TO UASHINGTON AN~ UE iOTH ENDORSED KING HUSAiNS 
i~f'F orn s ·ro ARIUVE AT A J(fl NT ARAB !='OSI TICN 'iJHICH WOULD ALI.OU DIRE CT 
NEGOTIATIONS UITH ISRAEL TO TAKE PLACE. 

~E ALSO, AS YOU UOULD EX?EtT. HAD A T~CRC~O~ ~:sc~SSICN o~ 
ECONOMIC MATTERS. THE RECORD DF . THE AMERICAN ~CONOMY AND ITS SUCCZSS 
IN ~R~ATING NEW JOBS IS ENVIABLE AND SUCH IS THE SCALE OF YOUR 
ECONOMY THAT YOUR DECISIONS AFFECT ALL OF US. WE DISCUSSED HOW 
IMPORTANT IT IS TO KEEP DOWN PUBLIC SPENDING. WZ HAVE A DIFFE~ENT 
PROBLEM WITH THE DEFICITJBUT WE BOTH SHARE SIMlLAR PROBLEMS C~ HO~ 
TO ~EEP DOUN PUBLIC SPENDING SO THAT PEOPLE MAY BE AS~~ TO KEEP ~ 
~IGGER PROPORTION CF THEIR C~N MONEY !N 1~EIR O~N POCK~TS, ~NJ I 
THIN~ UE ARE AT ONE IN RESISTING ANY MOVES TOWAR~S PRCTEC7I:NlSM. 

WE ALSO TOUCHE~ ON A NUMBER OF OTHER ISSUES, PERHAPS TH! MOST 
IMPORTANT OF UH!C~ UAS THE NORTHERN IRISH AND R~PUBL:c Ci . IR~~AND 
TALKS. ALUAYS TC TRY TO SECURE AN AGREEMENT UHlCH WILL RZSPECT ~OTH 
COMMUNITIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND, AND. ALUAYS RECCGN!SING THAT ANY 
CHANGE MUST COME ABOUT BY CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE CCNCERNED. 

IT WAS, AS ALUAYS, MR.ALUAYS MAKE THEM FRIENDLY AND WARM BY YOUR CUI 
Y UELCOME 
RECE~TION OF US, BUT UE DO HAVE JUST A ~ERY SPECIAL EAS~ !N 7ALKlNO 
ABOUT THESE THINGS - AN EASE WHICH COMES BECAUSE U~ SHARE COMMON 
GOALS AND COMMON POLITICAL PHILOSOPHIES - A VERY HA?PY AND 
SUCCESSFUL VISii. 

... ., ... 
. THANK YOU VERY MUCH, HR. PRESIDENT, FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY. 

ENPS 

COI LONDON 

NNNN 

.. 
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WE ALSO SPENT SOME TIME "DISCUSSING THE MlnDlE EAST AND. BOTH 
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PRESIDENT OF MY SUPPORT FOR THE STATEMENT ISSUED FCLLCWING KING 
FAHDS RECENT V:SIT TO UASHINGTON AN~ WE BOTH ENDORSED KING HUSAiNS 
i~F'FORTS 'ro ARRIVE AT A JiflNT ARAB POSITICN'iJHICH ~OULD ALI.OU DI!~ECT 
NEGOTIATIONS UITH ISRAEL TO TAKE PLACE. 

UE ALSO, AS YOU UOULD EX?EtT. HAD A T~CRC~O~ ~:SC~SSICN O~ 
ECONOMIC MATTERS. T~E RECORD UF"THE AMERICAN ~CONOMY AND ITS SUCCZSS 
IN ~REATING NEU JOBS IS ENVIABLE AN~ SUCH IS THE SCALE OF YOUR 
ECONOMY THAT YOUR DECISIONS AFFECT ALL OF US.UE DISCUSSED HOW 
IMPORTANT IT IS TO KEEP DOUN PUBLIC SPENDING. W~ HAVE A DIFFE~£NT 
PROBLEM UITH THE DEFICITJBUl WE BOTH SHARE SIMILAR PROBLEMS C~ HO~ 
TO KEEP DOUN PUBLIC SPENDING SO THAT PEOPLE MAY BE AS~~ TO KEEP A 
~IGGER PROPORTION CF THEIR C~N MONEY IN r~EIR O~N PDCK~TS. ~NJ I 
THIN~ UE ARE AT ONE IN RESISTING ANY MOVES TOWAR~S PRCTEC~I:NISM. 

~E ALSO TOUCHE~ ON A NUMBER OF OTHER ISSUES, PERHAPS T~! MOST 
IMPORTANT OF UHIC~ WAS THE NORTHERN IRISH ANDR~PUBL:C CF " I~~~AND 
TALKS. ALUAYS TO TRY TO SECURE AN AGREEMENT UHlCH WILL R~SPECT iOTH 
COMMUNiTIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND, AND ALUAYS RECCGN~SING THAT ANY 
CHANGE MUST COME ABOUT BY CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE CCNCERNED. 

IT WAS, AS ALWAYS, MR.ALUAYS MAKE THEM FRIENDLY AN~ WARM BY YOUR OUI 
Y UELCOME 
RECE~TION OF US, BUT UE DO HAVE JUST A ~ERY SPECIAL EAS~ !~ 7ALKING 
ABOUT THESE THINGS - AN EASE WHICH COMES BECAUSE U~ SHARE COMMON 
GOALS AND COMMON POLITICAL PHILOSOPHIES - A VERY HA?PY AND 
SUCCESSFUL VISl;. • . 

. THANK YOU IJERY MUCH, MR. F'RESIDEtfi; FOR YOUR HOSJ=' I7ALITY. 

ENPS 

COl LONDON 

NNNN 
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