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INTERVIEW WITH , ARCHBISHOP 0' CONNOR OF". NEW , YORK "BRO~r>C1i.ST . ON ' 
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RTE RADIO MARCH 1-8, , 1985 

Archbishop O'eonnor, what did you think of 
the St . Patrick's 'Day Parade yesterday? 

Oh, it was ver y very orderly , eve rything wa s 
q uiet a nd pe ac e ful. I had promised it would 
be s o . I think tha t we h a ve at leas t b egu n 
to r e store it t o its original c o ncept, t ha t 
it ' s a parade in honour o f St. Pa tric k and of 
t h e peop l e of a ll of Ir e l a nd. It was my 
persona l con v i c tio n a f ter much p r ayer and 
t ho ught a nd a tremendous a moun t of advic e that 
we s i mply wi ll not l et t h e pa r a d e be corrupted 
by tho s e who wish to politicise i t for any 
reason. And I am t he Ar chb isho p of New York , 
t h is parade is we ll over a c~ntury old , it ha s 
t r adi t i onally b e en in honour o£ St . Patric k 
a nd of a ll tho s e in Ir e land , t ho se who have 
f orebear s in Ir e l and a nd we ' re just not go i ng 
to l et a nyo ne use it or abus e it fo r hi s own 
end s . 

Do yo u think it was a bused y e ste r day ? 
King said he supported the IRA . 

Mr . 

Mr. King 's perso na l po litic a l positions o r 
wh a tever he does 'will not be allowed, his or 
a ny bthers, to corrup~ the Parcide . ' My 
a nnouncements throughout the cours e o f thi s 
entir e week over television, ove r rad i o and 
in 'the press, made itveiy clear that I support 
no violence, no terrorism;- . I indic t it, I 
condemn it . N6r do r supp6r~ oppre ss ion o f 
the Irish people or those things whi c h 
t r ag i ca l ly promote conflict - the depr i va tion 
o f huma n rights and the injusti ces. My en t i re 
sermon yeste rday was devoted to th e pr o noun c e
ment that in no "'lay should my presence at t he 
para d e b e construed to support violence , to 
support t e rrorism in Ireland a nd tha t on the 
c ontra ry I d enounce , I condemn , I indic t 
terrorism and violence of that sort and 
simultaheously: Is-aidIrefused to d e nounce , 
c ondemn or indict those who legitimate ly 
struggle for restoration of their huma n right s 
a nd for justice." 

That is being interpreted, frankly, by ma ny 
people in Ireland as legitimising IRA 
violence. 
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{A'<~!lbiShOJ? , : 

Jim McDougal: 

Archbishop: 

Jim McDougal: 

Archbishop: 

Jim McDougal: 

. _ . f' 

, -. Wl;la,~ ' iIl, l;~~ '~,~r1-d ;:am ,~ :~ !?,uJ?'~'9s.~~ , ':~6< ,~:9,?~:':~:,t , .,-'· ' ';-
-Let.' t:hem " t'el~ .-me;"what I :'I!l ' ; suppos:e,d ~:to,:: do~. _ <,' 

r am "the Archhi,r;;hop. '6~ 'N~~ :York~,,;St. ,', ,_', '
patr>j:ck"_ isthe~- Patron 'SaJ.rit :,6f my C4:t:hedral 
and' 6f ; ~his Ar~hdib~e~~~ -' There is :a ' ~arade 
in' h '!'s: l1oilour ,noma,tter who perceives what 
to the · con~r~ry. ; I hav~~ade it constantly 
cleat-,and thank -God it is obvious ~ tH~t the 
overwhelming number of Catholics and Irish 
in New York iecognis~ my motive, recognise 
my continued denunciations of the violence 
and the terrorism and how much clearer can a 
man be. 

You don't though, as some people would suggest, 
equate IRA violence with oppression by 
Bri ta in? 

I think tha t's a very foolish way to look at 
things and a v e ry foolish perc e ption. 
Viol e nce begets viol e nce. ~here are two 
types of violence. There is physical, bloody 
violence that takes human life and terrorises 
p e opl e . There is violence that deprives 
people of their human rights and wracks 
injustice upon them. Let God decide which 
is the worst form of violence. 

What, in the end, Archbishop, do you think is 
the answer to the problem? 

As I pleaded in my sermon yesterday, a sermon 
I would like all of Ireland and all of England 
to hear, I pleaded for dialogue, I pleaded for 
rational discussion~ I pleaded for~ecognition 
that we are all human beings made in the image 
and likeness of Almighty GO,d. Only that 
ultimately; only ,that love fs-going to end this 
bitter injustice and ceasel~ss slaughter. 

Archbishop, thank you. 
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