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It. may not be under stood in Br.i tel.ln hO\'J pr ofoundly the 

l\ngJo-Irif,h rC},u,lionship has l.>ec:n altered tor the \.'O[se, in Cl 

I 

manner thilt 1l1:IY be very c1i1.iicu}L jndeed l.o recover, by two 

aspects of tile Prime "'lillister 's presentClU.oll of the results of 

the Chcqucrs nceting ut her Press Conf:erc'nce. '1'110. positive 

tone .... lith \lhich the PriHlc t-1inistcr opened the Pr.ess Con[erence r 

along the lines that. held be ell ind:i.cated (lt Chequers, and indeed 

other positive rc'ferences at varioll~:; I20intG in reply to 

questions, have in Ireland been lotally overshadowed and 

obscured by-two other features of the Press Conference: 

First, the manner in which the Prime Minister appeared lo 

dismiss lhe l~roblem of: the (llienation of a large par t of 

the people 0 f Nor th er n Ir eland fr om the poli t ical, secur i ty 

and jlldiciai systdms there, 
I 

-', 

Second, the tone Hitl! which the three 'options· moo:ted in 

the Forum Report were dismissed. 

So fClr clS the first point i~~ concerned, 'vie h'-lvc, throLlghout, 

understood that it has been the appreciation on ~e British 
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e f;idc of the prof.uJ)(lH:y of \:ld,~; C\\jenuli()n, and the dans;crr, it 

cm,l: i,cs for the !-::LlbU,ity not ollly of nor 11erll lrclunc1 l)llt: of. 

the \lhoJ.e islund - und of t.he c0l1seqllcnc8f'> of: lhir; tor Br it-a in 

itself - th'-lt hcu> lctin bei1incl t)1(' SC:l)~,C> of uf90.ncy \'lith \v11ich 

t.he Br iU ~:;h side, (1S v,'(:~lJ. elf; the 1r ir.}l S i00, ,have tacl~led the 

problc1l1 of findin<J (1 \'lay [or\!~lrd in Northern Ireland. 'l'he 

'l'aoiseach; both in November, 1983 anc1 at this rccent meeting 
I 

helS laid the stron<jest pOf>:;jh](' emphcl!:d,s on this aspect, and 

bels explained that it is bec[tu5C! of U}(::! threats t.hat it poses 

-' l th (1 t 11 c u 1"1 d his 
'tk. 

con tcmpla te /.:no 5 t fundelmE:!n tell Government huve been willing to 

decisions, never hitherto considered by nn:Irish Govcrnlnent • 

... ... 

, 
The Taoiseach read and noted the words used by the Secretury of 

Stat.e in the HOllse of Commons on 2nd July last, Hhen the Prime 

f-1jnister was sitting beside him and, as we understood it, \'/as 

thus giving her personal endorsement to her Minister's woras, 

spoken on behalf of her Government. 

The Secretary of Stat~ then spoke pf 'the need for assurance 

and cOllntering alienation', the character of which, as it ---,---
affects a large p~rt of the nationalist population, he 

9raphically c1escr ibed in terms of the nbsel1ce on their par t of: 

any sense of identification \vith many asp~cts of Government or 

with those whose job it is to uphold law and o;dcr; their 

resentment at the tact that there is 50 l"ittle s&pe for the 
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C'x'prc~;~3joll of their Ir:ish idcllt.i.tYi <111<.1 lhch c;.:clu~.d.oJ) froIn 
.' 

the effccU.ve excrcir;0 of po1jtj.cul povlcr. Fol) 0\",1 ing lh j~) 

authoritat:ive stutcment at the J3ritif;h Government'f; position! 

the Taojfj(~ach felt he \luS justified ~n rc-carding in sevm:<:ll 

spc'cchcs the; fact that tlJj~; ,dic'nut-ion hCld nml been recognised 

!Jy the British Government. ]\fLcr the Pr lIne' rhnister 's Pr ess 

Conference reference to alienation, he has now been accused of 

mislcadinq the I'rish people uS to the British Government's 

position. 

Against this background the Tnoiseach heard with a profound 

sense of dismay - which he has publicly coricealed at ~is Press 
'. 

Conference and in' Dail Eireann at great political cost - the 
, 

Prime Minister repudiate this factor of alienation in the words 

she used at her Prqss Conference, where her remarks about the 

word 'alienation' 0cre not accompanied by anyth1ng to sugge t 

that her objection to its use was merely semantic, and that she 

recognised the reRlity of v/hat had been described so 
-

grt.ipllically to the Commons by her Secretary of State. 

/ 

On the question of t~e Forum Report, the manner Rnd tone .in 

\",hich the prime t'lini'ster dismissed the three options, 

unaccompanied even by a reference to other purts of the Report 

such as the sections on Healities and the Framework for 'a 

solution - which contrary to the Prime Minister's statement 

in the Commons conta ins the on!y p~ oPOS'al( in the Hepor t 
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- oc the refercllce ill Par. S • .I.0 lo Cl \ViJ"lingnc~s of the VLlrtiC:!s 

to take other vie\'1~~ into Clccount, has profoundly !;;hocked the 

H h 0 1 e 0 J: I r i s 11 0 pi)) ion . 

'rhese tv.'O elements in hC:!f Prcs~ Conferen ce left tlw TuoiseRch 

Hith the ~ilcmmu in llir; mectil1CJ with t"he Pre~.~) Clncl in a dozen 

I 

rudio and TV intervie\·u~ <,hortly l1[tcr\'larcJ~~, of. cither rebutting 

or cha llen9 ing the Pr :i.me (>11 n i~; tcr - a cour se \Vll icll he 

unhcsitatingly rejected - or of appearjng in the \.' o rst possible 

light as apparently accGpting Lh(~ interprc tation givL!n by Lhe 

Pr ime ~1inisler. 1\s is evident [rom the overHhelrning rcaction 

of press and p~blic and political opinion in Ireland, the 

result of this has been a severe blow ~o the capacity of our 

Government to make further progress Hith the Northern Ireland 

issue, on which it ~ad up to that point led public opinion so 

courageously and so successfully. 

I under stand thu t - at th c ir Par ty mee t i ngs on 21 November, th e 

Taoiseach and th,? Tanoiste came under the most severe cr iticism 
... 

from their Parties, which have hitherto been totally supportive 

of their approuch to:the Northern Irelund problem. Members 

w 11 0 s cbi t t e rho s t i 1 i t Y to L h c Pro vis i () n a 1. 1. H. 1\ • i S i1 by - \10 r d 

described the: effect of what bad happened as beins onc of 

recruiting for the IRA, and, I understand, one member told of 

be ing infor med by a fa c tor y owner in Nor t:J er n re c~a nd 0 f an 

appr oach by moder a te an ti - 1. R.A. Ca tl101 i c member s of his 
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. ,. e vlOr l:-for cc - the only ~;ur'h <tPPC oaeh he hn~j ever held - to !3ay 

tlwt unJC!3S U)(']"C! \'lLl~; !;oll.ctllin<j ilO:-:itivc bCf:i,nd all this that 

would C'fl1crge rapidly, Lllc'y could not beElr to thinl: of the 

exb~nt to Ilhicl1 it "lOuld 1l,IV(> strc.'llglhonccl the I.H.rl. At the s'ame time 

the mora 1 e of 'the SDLP, our sole bu 1 WZ1 rk i1gaj ns t: Sinn Pcj n/IRA . 

in the North I h(~s been shattC'rcd. 
In tile light of tllc~e rcnct:iol1s, lne reasons [or \~'hich ctnd the 

significal1ce ot \';hieh may not be fully appr c:cia ted in Londorl r 
I 
I 

the Government h<.wc i1~jkcc1 that un >arly opportunity be provided 

to it for further considcri1tion of its Northern Ireland 

policy. It ~ould appear that the situation that now exists 

has overnight transformed the very favourable bac~'CJround to the 

talks illustrated by the publjc-opinion poll published last 

rrhur sday. 
, 

, 

An urgent re~ic~, at official level, of the new situation thus 

created, and ' of \'lhat possibilities may nO\,I remain for 

constructive action, now seems necessary here in order to 

enable the Government revievl to be carried out with, as a 

potentially crucial element, an acsessment of how in the 

British view , the situation that no!'l exists can be improved . 

Consideration of the impact of these developments on the 

internal political balance within tl1e Iepublic has been omitted 

from the above account of the situation. This should not be 

construed as suggesting that the impact has not .becn of major 

pr opor tions. 
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FinuUy the Government ha~ had no alternutive but to crit.icise 

publicly the sclecti\7(~ rc'velalion by· the ~;ecretary o[ State of: 

f;ome pcopos<11s put by t.he 13rjli~~h side in the c1isClls~;ions at: 

CllC!qucl'S , vlhicll has rai~;cd ;,erioll~; qllc>stion~; .about the 

possibility of such crucinl matters· bejng discussed in 
, 

confidence in fll~urc. 
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