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'I'll.: ~,;l ('ai-::2J:s v,'{':~"(f~ Chris Pati:en MP, Parliarr.cntcu-y Unc1C'l-~:;(~Cret;try 

at: t.he:: .lJ 0 I V:i scount Brookebo):ou']h, Sc"amus f'lcGa rry, Chairman I 
]"cdc'ri'1tion of Irish Soc:i.etic~2i in Britain and Mr. r':iiclwcl Hat.cs :V1. P. 

-----. - ._----

1. Mr. Patten spoke for three-quarters of an hour. 
the points he mentioned were: 

Among 

He expressed gratitude for the Tao:i.seach's eloquent 
c::pression of sympathy follmving the Brighton bombing and 
said the bombing would not change by a millimetre the 
British Government's policy on Northern Ireland, anymore 
than it \'iOuld change the Hepublic' s polj cy. In 'a sense 

·Bri.ghton bound us together . 

By way of introduction , Mr . Patten referred to the complex 
ini.:erreJ ationships between the two islands and said it \'.1.:15 

"sad and shocking " that Irish literature and history were 
not studied at any British university . [This point was 
lat~r taken up by the British Ambassador who said it was 
the subject of serious discussion in the AIIC]. 

The Forum Repo~t was seen by all in the UK as a sincere, 
bold and honest attempt to understand Unionists, although 
it was finally flawed because its precise meaning was the 
subject of "ear l y exegesis " - i . e . there seemed t~ be 
difficulty in accepting the concept of consent . Por that 
reason , Mr . Patten was sceptical of how deep the understanding 
of unionism {S o 

There were o t her hopeful signs like "The ('Jay Fonvard" in which 
unionists recognised the need for nationalists to give 
expression to their culture . He wondered , however, where 
and how often that expression of sentiment had been put into 
practice . It seemed to be absent from the controversy over 
the re-naming of Derry City Counc.~ l and from the appointments 
to statutory boards by d i strict councils . Another hopeful 
sign was the welcome a c corded the Prior speech in westminster 
on 2 July by the Tao i seach . 

Tt e realities P~ior identified an~ those\isted 1n the Forum 
Report ~ould together form the framework of the Prime Minister'f 
discussions with the Taoiseach in November . It would be 
unwise to invest such meetings wi ~h ~oo much mystery , 
significance or expectations , and one could not expect the 
two leaders to reverse in one day the historical processes 
which had been at wor k for generations . 
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Pt t t t'., ;islt .. to recorc. { fn .... : .. L 'r 0: cdu'..io.l<.<] Y [lO' (;~J: 
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'0 ~ebo'o gh, ~n a shorter speech, m-de folIo r g .. oin :-
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~opl ha:.€ . murae:!:"f'd 1 the Ferrr.c; -<jh urea: ar_y 
-ro·· •. ::'0 Lord B.:oo eborough a.d nearl:r' all a tricks 
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t~o rl1h~ LC <;:\.·n~:urC' \Jas nE:.~cc~ ... -,ry OT.er ~hc DO\"'IY'~; k~l]inCJ. 
},c U.cr, '::lIc1 (~ :;))<',;!ld ;X; cHI apology from Du!:Jd n [o~ let t iIlY-
l;"d.vi;l c~.lc1 I L, c'vj 1 lTiPn into ;'-:he l<:epubUc. 'fhe o~!sl.:...ughi:. by 
t.1C' go.'( llj~(:!1t Oi, th8 ,'o}-L:,'s secu,rjty force.] L-.C " eva.;01atr.d" 
(sjc) t.Le qoo..1\:ill \-.'hich had previously e.:istcd vis-a-vj:-
tl t. ... ('0-11 i lion . 

Tt, rp could bL' no prqspcct of pO·JL!r~):l:lring. St.-ch 
ins iL.t.ion" is(·d sectarinn':'sm should bp put 2sid) i.S shot...:1G 
<.n1' in~·lituU.o! al ~sec.i 1\nglu-Iris!1 d.i.1CJ.:·;ion, fo}: the Scl" 

n. >n tt.at. -he SOLI> c< r.not enter tL! A~c crrbl y. .·~i: i< t pr ial 
Ling. hoh,. 'e!. .)ublin and London should be confinE'd '0 

f ract 1 s -I ,a tters I a .. d t._ e ~aYlial ~er.-:"ary tier sho' 1 d h...! 
r"'slric"') to \·e~t:.l.inc-ter Clnd Dubli.. .ore 'orth_rn Ir~lc.!':d 
rt.. i 1 > .' .ouid be ~ppo':'nted ':0 ·~!":e .U Se of Lo! ds. 'ILe 
Ac.,s .11..:1 should 11' ~ be abolib;~t)d but ~i 0 _ d be let die ::. f it 
ha t.O . 

3. r. Se: .. !S :-~cG;)rr}, .. 3.de the :ollo;.'ing poirts: 

There had been a change i 
L. t.he last. 3 or 4 years i 
t.le boo ners ar~d ::.le Irish 

the perception of Br i ti 5 .. peoDle 
they no~ distinguish~d b~~~~cn 

community. 

fuccessive British goVeYDJCnts had a record of ignoring 
mo(krate Iyish politicians. 'rhe conflict had to be ended and 
there \as an obligation on politician5 to find a solutio~. 
Tr.e O\·mership of terr i tory was subordir.a te t.O pe.:. -::e. vlOY ( 

in aginati ve structure.:.> \'lere needed . There had to be a 
gradu(\l \.'ithdrawal of British troops from the st.reets of 
.lorth(!rn Ireland as they were an irritant. Policing had to Le 
norlTlCl.l i sed . 

I'lr - ~'jcGarry ref 8rred to the need for an inten~ if iea tion of 
l\llg 1 0- I r ish and North··South youth ezchanges next y:=ar -
International Youth Year . 

He finished by making the point that repressive legislation , 
supergrasses and the use of plastic bullets lent credence to 
the charge that Britain was addressing the effects of the 
problem not the cause . The people he represented wanted 
a united, independent Ireland with peace and justice for all. 

FinallYI during questions after the sr~eches , Mr . Patten 
reiterated t.he British Government's recognition of the 
Pepublic's nlegitimate interest " in what was going on in Northern 
Ireland and in representing the concerns voiced to it by the 
milority community . 

/ .. . 
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T. .: f t l'rn'-.. !1 ~. 'ssj on cons' ted of an adu"'-C'ss by 
1-; ,,:i'La i '.latE>~' II.P. 

:lr. r'1-t ~. b Jell1 hy referring briefly to th€' Bl:ighton bcrrbing. 
11 s .in hc' ·:.~.d SpOl:l'l to tIle Ivak2lli ms the nigh~ b ~;o~'c the at.tac):. 
'1.'1 ) Jri~)l. "'ornllunit.y in Britcll1 \·;ould not suffer cl bad:lash for 
t} i' at"rocit}-I in contrast to attac]'s in the 1970'~) E:: . g. 
B i rmiJ.( 11 n . Thi s '·;...is due to a new perc 'pLioD tha t the L' is .. 
CJ~, nIT: nt <Ar.a. t.hc Vel~3t mc:jorj ty of t.~(' Ir ish p""'ople abhor re:d 

he 1. .~\. (fir.:: tes Lad ni.;.ir.terpreted a sil;lilar corm.l Lt uy 
11. nC",-.lT 7 at . n eL 1'1 ier ression as i~ulying tLat th~r(' \·,0 Id 

U) a vacl'1 _s! ). 

Forum RepJ:t wa~ a majo- docu~ent. whicl !'10WeU 
lu,gr.··ss 0: t:. e part of n tionalists to br~,ng t~,{.Ci1' ideals 
1 ~~ e it}} reali~y. He felt ·he Official (;. ionist: 

., : .. y Purwal' " d se!.' ed mol. e attention tran it. art ree-: i '''Cel 
i_ar d":'re t":'on, '~he SD~ P sho I 1 res )!" J "C 

seats i, the. ssc. DIy . 

. ' 
. dis~uss~d -he :ssue o~ iden~i~i~s saying th t ~1 e 

: a~is_s m~ght pe=suade nionis~s ~o do away wi~h se 8 

Is of ~ eir Britishness they could not expect union_st~ ~o 
t ... eil- alleg iar cc to L.e hTester.. Al L ia. ce . nd tLe d 'fenc' of 

Europe, 

F ina_l_ I Le appealed to bo-;:h sides to allow Bri tai. .. to act as 
.o.est brokers ~hile holdi~g the ring In orthern Ireland. 

There follO\\'c Cl lively q lcstion and a .. S fer session. Dr. la. ning 
a~J~ed :'lr, :·iat:.es if ~1is conc_uding remarK 'on neutrali::y indicaJ-.ed 
tha,- Bri '.:.ai. .aB an o"erriding stra egic interest in reIa. d . 
llr. :1at'.es del.:ed that this i. terest, ';;;-.ic.l \Vas vi::al d 1'ino 
~orld Kar 11, ~as a major £ac or now , He had referred to J 

Irelan ~'s .. e't_'a_it:: only to indicate the ul ti I.ate stum!JL ... g 
~ock t.o arcommoda:.ing the unio:1':'st identity .. :i thi.. a united 

Ire_a .d , 

/ . .. 



-5-

r ot ~)[ le ,L r' cl elll ('ilg ,,' .'1r. ..j le S (,T. hi ~ d(>"c . ~ •. on 0 

<..s an "lOLt',,!- brol.c.l· whe.! i"L \:ctS cJ Larly u .. ch:l.v L i If 9 
1':1 )'1'!'". ~)oc; .... t.i'\)n. '-- . 1-1" Les .'ai( . e h Cl o:lly r f r~f 1...0 

.t. r roll: in r lat ion to its de y-i..u- <.<' re ~ 
':l" -f' ~or, i . ~." ::. ..... in" t.}-.. 1 g". 

.> (. 

c. 

r i~ 

noted tt . ~est~ict'CJ C' (,r} -

1 ~ the r '_c~ 'n of Scotti~L 

(.. q est '0. f~-o, 2 m~mber e£ he ','\0.0 'l'radit.i0.S 
'·.ate::; said l:eprC'"cntd-=-i' S 0f the> r:-irori.:y, 

J 0 .. t. E.; aliI:.: .a~·on of t r i:.;:-r':'t:.y, \:lere helpirg to 
e . 1 i 'n: tiO.l. Ho '~vC'r I he sa, !lC reaSGn why f 1 .. i .rJ 

tr':'culou.' shoul he illeg~' and felt the minority 
~. be :ree to express their sorse 0: id0~tiTy. 

;.1' . Seal. Farrcn of the SDLP cxpl ained why his party had r o~ 
e .tered the ~ssembly and claimed that this had precip:tatcd 
the estab:ish~ent o~ t~e Forum and th0 change of ~enrt in 
unionist cjr ,les . ;r . ~,jates argued that thls analysis 
did not explain w~y the SDLP did not take their seats now and, 
i!'1 any ca :;C, the real crisis precipitated by the SOLP ~'lCH' Lot 
Calse 1 by their abstention fro~ the Assembly b" t by their 
\V'i' •. dld\;al £ro.'11 tl e Fermanagh South Tyrone by-election w:1ich 
led to t~le election of Bobby Sands and Owen Carron and thp 
elcctoral rise of Sinn Fein . 

Tl.c session \-ias C:jt short at 5.15 p.m. because a. number of 
~e~bers ~allted to 'go home before the British Ambassador's 
reception at 6 . 30 . 
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