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Detail s have already been circulated of the Supplementar~Y 6~~~ ~ 
~stirrate which is required to meet the cost of the New Ireland 

Forum from the beginning of this year up to the time its work 

was completed in early May. The provision covers the main 

expenses of the Forum which are borne on the Vote for my 

Department and include all administrative/consultancy costs as 

wel l as members' expenses. 

This is the first opportunity I have had in this House to refer 

to the historic report of the Forum. I have been heartened by 

Lhe overall response to its contents. It has been rightly seen, 

by all fair-minded people, as a valid analysis of the complex 

problem we face on this island, a problem which can only be 

resolved by a willingness to accommodate each of the two Ir~L s;-; 

trad itions equally sat i sfactorily in new structu res . .r-:any 

cornrnentator s have avoided the tempt a ti on to make se 1-:::ct.:.. ._ e use 

~~ cer~ain parts of the Report but have rather seen iL as the 

G: . ~~· e~~ sees it - as an agenda for possible future action. 
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can be extended - in line with what the 

states • • ,J... ~ 

parc:ie s in .... ne 

to emphasise this O?e~~ess anc lL is in t~is spirit that this 

Government will pursue its policies on 1orthern Ireland. I:'. We 

-e ~ack to the purpose for which the Forum was established -

,~ievenen t of lasting peace and stability in a new Ireland -
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we Cdn rc c1d ily see, }:nowing lhe conf 1 icting traditions and view-

points, that any one solution which was based on the dominance 
... 

of one or other tradition would fall very short of achieving the ·, 

Forum's aim. That the Forum avoided this pitfall is a tribute 

to its courage and to its realism. It has emphasised that the 

political arrangements for a new and sovereign Ireland would 

have to be freely negotiated and agreed to by the people of the 

North and by the people of the South. The Report is not, there-

) 
fore, a set of demands and will never be interpreted as such by 

my Government. Its findings and conclusions are in accordance 

with our policies and we will pursue these urgently and in a 

spirit of generosity . 

~he recent European Assembly elections in Northern Ireland bring 

rr.e to cor-1ITen t on soJTle British media reaction to the results whicr. 

~.0lies that the situation may not now be quite so critical as 

was suggested earlier . I would earnestly Lope that it is very 

:.·ucL a r . .:'..r.ori ty vievr_.,;oint in Dri tain_. It is I Lelieve, basec or. 

t.oo -Opt ir.:istic_ ari in terr retation _of the electioL r2sul ts. 

Thi s ~~s a particular electoral test which cannot be validly 

c11pared with the results of other elections held 1n Northern 

~reland in the past two years . The Goverr1rrent was, Jf course, 

heartened by the clearly increased su~port for ccnstit~tional 

nationalism but we still believe that, in the words of the Foy~-. 

Report, "constitutional politics are on trial". It would be 

foolish, short-sighted and dangerous to adopt a sanguine view of 

~~e siruatlon simply on the basis of results from one very 

. "'r r l c i dr -::y1Je of electoral contest. r:::'l:c C.cterioration in attitudes has 
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_._ome too embedd8d for anyone to honestly beU eve that anything 

short of a major reassessment of the position can bring about 
)\) f.,.;.. 

genuine political progress. L ouring the course of the European 

Council in Fontainebleau, I had a very useful meeting with the 

·British Prime Minister, Mrs Thatcher. It was our first 

opportunity to meet s~nce the publication of the Forum report. 

As I have said before, the usefulness of these meetings lies in 

the fact that they are private and informal. For this reason, 

it would not be appropriate for me to give details of what we 

discussed. I can say, however, that there is a realisation on· 

the part of the British Government of the i111portance of the Forum 

Report and an acceptance that it contains the elements which 

dny solution ~ust cater for. Lr expect that the official response 

of the British Government to the Forum Report will emerge during 

the forthcoming debate in the House of Commons] My Government 

looks forward to a positive response and tc an opportunity re 

play its full part in ensur i ng that the prCJcess of rb~onc:.Jia~:o:. 

bE.::ween the two :i.ajor tradi::ion.s in Ireland is gui".:'r::_y ~ea"~sec. 

~;-ie ?rime I•1inist:.er an<i I have agreed to !JO]d a 10..-~2. : i .-i~Pr.;l 

e eting later t:.Lis year, Lprobably in the Aut~ I also had 

meetings in London last Wednesday with the leaders of the main 

<. >!J'.:ISi ::ion parties there, Mr Neil Kinnock MP, Dr David Owen .MP 

and ~r David Steele MP. It was my first opportunity since the 

µub:_ication of the Forum ReporL to discuss with therr my Governmen::'s 

~t£i~ude to it. I was encouraged by their response and by their 

;011cer.:1 -.:.c see Lhe :Jublin and London Governnen:.s enter into urgent 

~~~cuss~o~s o~ the Report and the realities and require-

r cT:.s of thif" -...ragi< situation which it has identified. I 

er- .1: ·l s:..sec tc each Party Leader that now that the Forum has 

•ste~ its work, it is the respon~ibi]it~ o:f Government 
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to sec to the inplementation of its policies as reflected in 

the Forum's Report and to impress on the British Government 

the continuing urgency of the situation and the need for it to 

reassess, in a positive way, its involvement in Northern 

Ireland . 
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