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'T Le""" e t -: nIT b no --r -. • ~ t f, P ~ 11 " r. _1; ... 1._ ~1 ~ \.;c,u£l C4 \,J .m., ~o .. ~O\V'lr • .;:,; il 

session wit!: ~.!:t:~ mem!Jers of the Scctlr~ty 
con::;l:;,!'-:c at :S.]'; p.r.o. approxili:ately. 

S}1ort brief In.g 
COo:l!1littce, 3nd 
It was 2tte:1ded 

by t.!1e :'~!1dcr·.sigrled. 

Tl~e la;n!;tJssC'.dr:r'! \ -ha ~':as cl)v':: Oltsl:" e~J)ClrraSSeu s3id t}l<l~. he 

'
·.")U.L' -d _L' _~ .:{~-i-"::::-l;_' :~:> _ .• ' I - J ~ , - , .., ts -; "' s-'-

" _ ... "J "- .a t ' ....... I. ~ ~ u. -_: L '"'" ,.A.. : : L. \. .... 1" .:...4 .= • • r .L .1 ..... v , 

lle \..;oulrl lik.a to ~i'vc tile Taoi.s0t"1·~1; <l stat~~(!n t of ti1e 
po .'si t i::m of the Sri tisn Gov-ern~ent" 0:: ,·:hich full pujlic u~e 
co'..!ld bc m£lr,e. 'Ctns sta~eJ:lent i.s a tt.acheu. 7iit::: :-a0:'~ ~c, ch 

ilavillg glarJce J i).~ L1!D .sttit:f·:;:·Jt: i~t. c-uqui:1cd u.~ ~0 ·,·:h.ct.!-:~=-, 

it could b~ cD:.lnt~d as an c:polo~.!. The A~botssador -;;a i.d 
that it could. -r11~ oritis;l Gc'.'crnm{! .. t was stated to 0e 
u very concerned and regrets". 

The Taoise~ch then went on to enquir~ as to when 
t ·he inci<.ic:1t -had -h,:lppencd <:!n G ~~hc nG.~; uut.hori.sed it. rn • 

.1. !le 

Arnbass~dor said that he would g ive t~is inforruation but was 
inllibitec! in having it regarded as in any,·:ay pL~blic ~ in v·ie~" 

of t.he :wop03al thnt there should be 2 pr::>per' cnquj ry into 
the whole affair. There would be cri~inal and/or d~scipli~~ry 
procectiir!gs i nvo 1 'led. In rep ly to a query fi~om the T~()if.P2C:\, 

the J\1::b .Ols~ac! ~_'f' zcded tha~ \\'ha.t secr.~d i~O be -the case was 
that tlH..:re h:ld. bec:) a conspi racy ~:.o Gi·cei ve superior off iCt':rs. 
The Taojs0~H:h ~:1quired:.a_s to \·;i\f:·tl~eI' ~~h::>:::;e involvcd ~';9U!d be 
p:.mi.s;wd ror actins ('.o.:ltra~y to standing instruction.;. · The 
A:r.b~s ,::;<!t10r s~lid th~lt. t}~is was se;:lcthing h'hich could not be 
prejudged. \ . 
The Taciseach then went on to 5ay that the effc~ts of what 
had h.:.ppcned ',-(ere C!ui te s0riolls. First, there Has the 
effect of these cross-border incursio~s O~ Anglo-~rish 
relations generally. He had iust ruceivcd notice th~t 
there h<::d been <'1 ':":0 t i-:'f"I' incur.o:io:1 only tod~:!. This had beE-n 
accidental al1~l an ir.;J'T:cciiate apology L2d been offeree!. Blit 

the occtlrrenc~ had ta~cn place ~nd cc~tainly did not hclp 
rela~i O\}:>. The ,,"hole area ,\'~s one of the b1'cates. sensi ti vi ty 

\ 

N tl . I ~c G ~ /tH -,.. J • ; 'cxt, ~erc ,wns t le er;. ect on ar .... a . L','''' re _at10ns .. At 
\·;hen , .. ~ l ';er'C t- .~yi'l.g to l:take tlt~! poli cc forces cffccti vc J!l 

their ,·;or!,: ag ..... inst. terrorism uf"!d sLlb...- ~ rsion thi.s ~,as 

par·ticularly \'in~ ... o!'t,unate. Thirdly ~ '.:; !-lerc \,,~S the e~fect 
~t. this part. ~ C'..! r.lr~ time wIien t.h~" FOrt:2 \ :as c0!11ing near the 
end of it.s l:: ·-:-.rl;. !!lesc (icc:.Ul'rences on!.y r.1ade 1~ h::lt particu13r 
,,'ork :::or-c cl} ?" i'i.c .. :lt. And la~tly~ the!"c ,,'ere the 
ir.l")lic~tior:~ if: the \ ... hl)l(~ arp<l of e:·:tradit.ic-:. at a ti L'le \ .... l!\~ll 
the Shannon c.:;.~c was c .. :>ri\i nf'; b ·.'LOI'C t .!!:': Courts. ' In th~~ C' .1C:(~ 

/ •• '! ••••• 
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the whole l.:l'~ pr-ocess in Northern Ireland \ ... ~.:.;, it l\'as 
ar-gL'.ed ~ defect.i vc. '~h.:lt had happ~n(;d in the present 
and in other .:lsscciatcd cases ~';oIJld ~::; ll.5N~ in thosc 
argUF.c:1"tS and 'iJould pose vepy g!'Cc1. t problcl:.S. 

I 

been 

·In sho:·t, t:·he \-.:hole affaj r had c!'C:1t::!:J and 1."iOuld continu.c 
to creatc the grea"test poli "tical prob1.0.£:1 ar.d embarraSSITF":;lt 
here. 

The ArnLass3dnr enquired as to whether the T~oiseach w~s 
complaini.r-2' ab'out the actual cO:1duct of thc case. The ~ 
Taoi.c;ccch ~a id t.l:c ·t it was !'lot :lust t:lat. The actl1(l1 I./l. :!';':~ . /".-~. 
decision h.:ld been b,~d enough. hhy l:~d thc ':udge/ refcrl'ed 
tIle \f~il 'Jle :~li.!tt~r or t.h0 .alleged "co'..r.:!!" !lrlf ~:# t. I'! €" I.j~!·~t,;Lur· 

of ;'ublic rr{ .. s~ct.~tion!5 -; To his mind ~ th i ~ had been .:l 

sir;,;t.:.!'..:r c!:<ission on the p<lrt nf the J:'ldgc.. So far as 
he could say it just would not have happcne~ here. Again, 
the verjict~ scem~d p~cltliar. It die! n0t se2":n to take i:1to 
aCC0unt the fact of the reloading ann the n~ar:ncr of the 
shoc·ti ng. I ·he l"!!101e qltestio:"l haJ an oh'/ious relations!1:!'p 
,d to:. the ~rcGlinch.(;y case. If thcrc ~vt~rc flu'ther probl(:~s 
in t! ... ~i.: par'.:.icular CC-SE.: the "ihole ela~or'ate i.:r-g'.lm.ent since 
1981 ,.,-hi·ch LGd . been built up tc su.pport (;xtrc;.Gition t::OUJ. c 

,·:cll.y co~e a cropper. He hinse.!.f \\'ould be somc\,·hat u;:>.:::ct. 
if that whole process C3mc to nothing as a result of the~e 
partic~lar cases. 

The Am:'assac0r s .:d d ~hat -he shai'cd t~h c' l'aoiF:?3ch I s concern 
but. th(,l'~ h'C13 very lit-tJc he could s~.r. The British 
GOVC'!'I'!r.:"!nt \: ·1.5 not r'Ssponsi ble for th(:' actior:; of Judges. 
The Iacd scc;.c!-: said, ilga-tn', t:1at a lot dcpend.~ on the . . 
McGli~ch~y CC\5~. .H~ \~.e{1t 0:1 to r'cf'3r to assurances as t ·o 
cross-border ir:c:.: r3ic!1i3 ctc. which h.;:d been ~i ",ren by 
politicic1ns in t he t'orth. Tr.e A~b~ :-:: "';::d()r s:-.:'d that 
~fr. Pri or h;!.i bt:'c-n ac"ting all t .hc "ti !:~c i n g crj d f ai th. The 
Taoiseach s3id that the whole bc;.sis of confi dence and trust 
as be l-- ... ·.:: en G!)\· !~!·ni!:ents came ir.to quc,:;':.ion if :'rus"t- could not 
be put in th~ v~racity of what political cnll c~gues in 
GovernrJent ";ere s~yinG' If they dOi: I t knm·: t!la i~ the 
ad-,ice or in f ('!'rr,ation being si ':er! to the,~ is ":rong, then 
the '\'h')l~ prOC2SS of dj aloguc v:ould br~ak do.·:!,. On a 
previous occasion when Ambassador GalswortllY had been in with • 
him the AQbass~dor had been actic~ en certain info~~ation 
giver. to hi~ by the British Army a~ to Khcthcr or 
had gone fl0<!!' a. partic.ular hoast!. He- had had to 
to the Taoiscach t!:re:c tir.1CS before IH~, hO!le~t.l:r, 

thc inforl1:atio!! h~ ... ~\S being gj ven h'c;.$ '''l'ong. 

not t.hey 
come b 2. c~: 

knC\-J t .ha.t 

Thc T30i.:.;eac~1 then Ne!lt on to say that h~ wOl!ld be making 
a fu!'th-~l' st~tcr.:,~nt~ th~t night. He cno.uj rc0. of the 

/ ....... . 
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From: 
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Ar.b~s.s~do,· E.S ,to \'<hen t.he cnqui ry w()u:!.cl be tc; kin~ place-. 
Hhcll t .he A;;~hd.sd.dQT' !3.:iid that he :lid ,lot knm-:, the Taois0.Cl Cb 

• cl I L 1-. -; • - ] --l "'h'" , A •• 1 b----aSKeL _.la~ ~c oe to _ ~_ - ~.e cor~~ wou~~ prcoao y e 
re~or~in~ ~ithin a fcrtnight. It W2S iQ0~rtant that 
th~re $h~u]_ d be proper co;r~ination on th~se issucs. 

The l~nbass~ldac t~len h'cnt on 
t .han ,·.-l"!.:lt ~~~d_ -becn gi Vcrl to 
statement for publication. 
a further state~9nt: a copy 
heading :: confident-iell t: • 

to say that he had got a lot more 
the Taci.seach in the origin".l 

He then went on to read fro~ 
of which lS attached under the 

\'rne~ the AmbassCico" ha~ fi~ishc::~d read~ng t:tc dccument the 
'f".:.!()1 c:; -~;;ch r0t~lrneci ag::nn to the questlon of the timetable 
f nr t~ "'!": e:1q~dry. He said t.h::!-c it· was q:d t·t"' 1 ; k~ 1 Y t h;; r. 
the ~~ole affair, an~ the verdict, would he seen here, in 
\·;ays distinct fro;;: t.hc evide:nGe. Th~ Robinson case ,·;ould 
be linked i,lto b.;ootbcr cases. to imply that for a period 
there was in fact a shoot to kill policy. Then, the 
verdict itself, ~nd the way the case had, apparently, gone, 
did not i::1spirc cO:1ripence. i--\'hy had the ';ud;-e not ref(:.!'red 

- / 

the n:atter to the :>PI'~ The 1\-hole thing seemed tc reflect 
- adversely on the Northern Judiciary. He was ~ot saying 
this lightly_ Responsible and reasonable ce~bcrs of the 
SDLP had recently been expressing dissatisf~ction with the 
Court·s. There were bulanced !,cople and this development. 
\;~S p<l:,ticular::'y dist.ur~ing and unfortunate-. If there 
,."ere n-~ fai th 'i n tbe C0urt process then t.hir:gs were 
obvioasly in a bad ~.·ay~· ~ The T<:wi s {:"Cl ch tj"lC!} \';ent on to 
raise scme ouestions dy.~ to ho\" cases were al ~_ ocatcd as bet~-:een 
Judges in U;~ Northcr~'\ Courts, t.o wh:i ch the Ambassador' 
respond~~ thut he \ ... .::15 ~'ot- familiar \.:i~!1 the system. 

. ~ -

The rneeti~g then concluded. Aftcrw~rds. I asked Mr. Lilli_s 
to e:lsure thut. a cop~· of t -he Fianna Fail stat-er.lent ,,'h i ch t~he 

Taois~3ch had intended to give the A~bassador ~as made 
available to him (Deputy Haughey's Dail statef.lcnt) • 

6th , . ~ 
.... P!·l J.. • 

\ 

cc. Mr. A. \;'2.n,d, Secret.<1ry, Dcpart.r.cnt of Justice 
l-L .... Hi cha~1l Lillis, Assistant Secretary, D.~partnE'fit 

of Fore icin_ ~:Ai'f 20i I'S • 
-.~ 
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