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COpy CONr IOna J!,L .. _.---r ... __ .. __ .. _ . ______ _ 

NATIONAL CONFI:HEKCE OF CATl Ol~rc BISHOPS 
1312, TI)us!-;:achussc1ts Ave., N,\\,., \rash r:.g'lOll, D.C , 20005 

The Secl et Clry , 
Alliance Pady, 
88, University Street, 
13 elfGsl '1. 

Dear Sir) 

October 11 , 1984 

The Catholk Bishops of the U. S. A. ha re [tc-"ed the Irish Episco;)r.l 
Conference to be their hosts during a pastoral \risi~ to Ireland . Four of 
us ' under the leadership of Bi::l op James r',inlone, President of the ,ational 
Conference of Catholic Bishops , v.ill 8nive in Irclar:d on October 21. 
Archbishop John O'Connor, Bishop Fruncis Stafford accompanied by 
l\1onSi[;n01' Daniel floye, General Secretary of the J 1 CCB , and myself will 
serve on the \ri siting commitlee, 

We are most anxious to meet and listen to representative people in 
Irel and"\\'l10 desire peaceful !)rogress tOi':ards solving this naTIOfl'S diffral1f
pl'oble11lsand who share tbe ldeal of jusQcer1s~1jF"iCJLITi<:lahon oi peace . "7' 

It seems almost superfJuous to say that there is an American 
dimen sion to these pr0blems. Our people) 43 million of whom cl aim Irish 
ancestry fro m all of Ireland, increasing-ly have questioned th e silence of 
the Church in America towards Ireland . Customari ly, the American 
Bishops have sent committees to forei gn countries to observe condition s ) to 
listen to qU!lifi~~ spokesmE\l1 from all sides. 

These visits go a long way toward s assisting the American bishop s in 
helping to form public opinion in the USA and ultimately to <' seek 
substantial support , both within and without the Government. 
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Our Conference, in this way, has visited such diverse countries as 

Poland, Chile, The Philippines, South Africa) Nicara gUB, El Salvador, Sri 
Lanka and others . It is our hope and prayer that we can " be of 
substantial assistance in seeking a peaceful solution to the vexing problems 
that beset the'Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Great Britain. 

The American dimension is illustrated constantly by the fact that th ~ 
U. S. Congress and many state legislatures have proposed legislation on 
Ireland; the courts, too, are currently trying cases involving transfer of 
funds and the shipment of arms; the executive is wrestling with 
immigration and the granting or denial of \risas tCl promin~\t leaders on the 
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11'jSl1 SCGl1e. FinalJy, tncel~LLf:;S bct\\'(:cn prcsjdclllS DDd pl·jme m.inisicIS 
a1!lJOSl inevitn~ly h>eludc rncl~tion of the: 11)) jslJ Question". 

Our committec would be honol'cd to 111eC!t 'i \','0 r"pre.':>el1i.ative IneIT;ber:~ 
of your pol~ticHl j)£lYi.y on J.1ontlay evening Octob(~)' 22 bct\\'C'(,ll 5.30 and 
7.30 [:1, aD hotel convenient to DelfHst. We would npprccio.ic hC3.1'inf!, f)'om 
you Ht your el:lrlicst eonvcnicnce 1';0 that we c an mal':.c finnl al'J'Culg"ements to 
receive you. 

Father James Clyne , on belwlf of our CommHiee, wjll be happy to 
receive your response. His telephone l1Uh1ber is (08GJ) 522015, 

Sincerely yours, 

Bishop 1I1al'k J . Hurley 
for the USA Bishops' Commit tce 
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