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!lin. ster, 

-j S U IJ CJ est you I il i 9 h t m a k e the f 0 1 l 0 \J .i f1 c:; P 0 i n t: <, tor 1. i 0 l' : 

1. fhe acquittal of three me·r.bel~ ."If the RUC on ti-,e ci1a .r;e 

o f k 1. 11 i n g r-1 c K"e J' "r 1 0 m a n and 8 1 n s has s t re . 9 t hp n e d 

feeling here and, of course, rnung Northern natjonaJists, 

that the legal system i' heavIly biased against the 

Catholic community. This has damaged the SDLP at- an 

extremely important moment. It is also ~akjng securlty 

cooperation more difficult and makes compl~te no~scnse 

of ex~radition. 

2. What ~as even ~orse ~as the Judge's statement commcnding 

the three RUC men: 

"I ~ish to make it clear that having heard th8 entiJ'8 
Cro~n case 1 regard each of the accused as 
absolutely blameless in this matter. That finding 
should be put in their record along with my o~n 
commendation for their courage and deteri"\inC:!t.jol1 
in bringing the three deceased mer. to justlCP, in 
t his c a ~ e tot h e fin a 1 co u r t s 0 f j 1I ~ tic.: e • f' 

That statement determines the guilt of t'lcKerr, 10man aJ'.d 

Burns ~ithout any trial and alsu, taken i:ogether l'Ii('h che 

rest of -Gibson's statement, is seen he:-e as conslitutin~, 

a licence to kill on suspicion. 

All 0 f t his go e s b r. (' k to a se r i e S 0 f kill i n q !:> in ; 0 v e rfo l) {'", ~' 

and December 198~ l ch many people belIeved involved a 

policy of shoot -to-kill. That 'policy an the suspicioGG 

ubouL j t celltl't:: Oil cl allti-l.t:::!.iurist ull.i.~, a~i~art;'IL::'i 

k r) 011 n as F 4 s \!J h j c h a 11 e g e d 1 y C Cl m r r i Po r. S II n j t r: (l f EFl [W r 

anti-terrorist group, the RUC Special 8r3n2~, snd the SAS 

who are specially trained. 

-) 

It ~ould be very im~ortant, in order to restore some 

degree of public confidence, that it be ~Fde cJeur thF~ 

t.hat unit has been stood cio;.In. If it has not already ~n~n 

stood dOVII, it must be G .ood doun nD~ woll in advante or 
June l~th. 
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3. It is important that the British Government distancea 

itself from the comments of Judge Gibson both by rlal~jng 

it clear that there is no licence to kill and by taking 

whatever measures are possible about the Judge. 
':' 

t~ • J. L i 11 i s 

6 June 1984 
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