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15 October 1982 

Mr J Kirby 
Department of Justice 

Dear Jim 

(I . . 

. 

Roinn an Taoisigh 
Department of the Taoiscllch 

CONF:rDF.N'T'Il>L 

I refer to our previous correspondence in relation to plastic 
bullets. 

At the request of the Secretary to the Government, following a 
submission to the Taoiseach on the subject of Government policy 
on the use of plastic bullets in Northern Ireland, it has been 
arranged that the issues arising from the Defence Forces 
possession of rubber bullets should be considered by the Inter
departmental Committee on National Security. In this regard, I 
am enclosing a copy of a minute which I have to-day forwarded to 
Mr R Stokes, Chairman of that Committee, together with all the 
related papers. 

Yours sincerely 

l itlw an R1altais, Bail<' Atha Clt.ith 2. 
Cowrnnwnt Buildings, Duhl111 :2. 

• 
. . 

.. . 

1 5 October 1982 

Mr J Kirby 
Department of Justice 

De a r Jim 

AI, 
YJ/ 

Roi nn an Taoi sigh 
Departnwnt of the Taois('iK h 

CONF:rDF.N'J'IJ. L 

I refer to our previous correspondence in relation to plastic 
bullets. 

At the request of the Secretary to the Government, following a 
submission to the Taoiseach on the subject of Government policy 
on the use of plastic bullets in Northern Ireland, it has been 
arranged that the issues arising from the Defence Forces 
possession of rubber bullets should be considered by the Inter
d epartmental Committee on National Security. In this regard, I 
am e nclosing a copy of a minute which I have to-day forwarded to 
Mr R stokes , Chairman of that Committee, together with all the 
r el a ted papers. 

Yours sinc e r e l y 

11tl1(' an Rl(lltais, Bailp Atha Cii,llh 2. 
Covt'rnnwnt Buildings, Duhlin 2. 

• 
' . . 

.. . 



Misc. 

ROINN AN TKOISIGH llffdf1. 
TI 

Uimhir .............................. . 

To: Mr. F. Murray 

From: W. Kirwan, Assistant Secretary. 

Plastic Bullets 

1. Please see the reply to Mr. Patrick Canavan, dated 

8th October but in fact issued yesterday: also my note of 

yesterday's date on the outcome to date of our submissions 

on this entire subject. 

2. Will you please copy the letter to Mr. Canavan to the 

Department of Foreign Affairs, with a request that they convey 

Mr. Canavan's letter to the British authorities and reiterate 

to them the Government's deep concern at the misuse of the 

weapon in Northern Ireland. At the present stage of 

consideration of our position on this matter, the formal 

expression of our concern should not go beyond points already 

made to the British or beyond the formulation by the Secretary 

to the Government inse~ted jn ink at indent (2) of paragraph 13 

of my submission of 5th October. The Department of Foreign 

Affairs may use their own discretion as to whether there 

should be any hint or inference, in the tone or content of any 

verbal commentary used in passing the letter and expression 

of concern to the British, that an unsatisfactory response 

would lead or compel us to take a position of more direct 

and over~~pposition to the use of plastic bullets at all by the 
I 

British f;rces in Northern Irelan~. 

3. You will need to copy the papers received from the 

Departments of Justice and Defence to Mr. Stokes so that he can 

raise the domestic issues at the inter-departmental security 

committee. It may help to put their consideration in the wider 

/ context, if you copy to him all the papers on this folder, 

together with Dr. Mansergh's note, as annotated by the Secretary 

to the Government. 

I .... . 

: 

.. 
~ 

ROINN AN T A'OISIGH I'+VtJ?) 
P.2. 

Uimhir ..................... ·.·.··.··· 

To: Mr. F. Murray 

From: W. Kirwan, Assistant Secretary. 

Plastic Bullets 

1. Please see the reply to Mr. Patrick Canavan, dated 

8th October but in fact issued yesterday: also my note of 

yesterday's date on the outcome to date of our submissions 

on this entire subject. 

2. Will you please copy the letter to Mr. Canavan to the 

Department of Foreign Affairs, with a request that they convey 

Mr. Canavan1s letter to the British authorities and reiterate 

to them the Government1s deep concern at the misuse of the 

weapon in Northern Ireland. At the present stage of 

consideration of our position on this matter, the formal 

expression of our concern should not go beyond points already 

made to the British or beyond the formulation by the Secretary 

to the Government inse~ted .~n ink at indent (2) of paragraph 13 

of my submission of 5th October. The Department of Foreign 

Affairs may use their own discretion as to whether there 

should be any hint or inference, in the tone or content of any 

verbal commentary used in passing the letter and expression 

of concern to the British, that an unsatisfactory response 

would lead or compel us to take a position of more direct 

and over~~pposition to the use of plastic bullets at all by the 
I 

British forces in Northern Irelan~. 

3. You will need to copy the papers received from the 

Departments of Justice and Defence to Mr. Stokes so that he can 

raise the domestic issues at the inter-departmental security 

committee. It may help to put their consideration in the wider 

/ context, if you copy to him all the papers on this folder, 

together with Dr. Mansergh's note, as annotated by the Secretary 

to the Government. 

I ..... 

: 
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Misc. 

ROINN AN TkOISIGH 
TI 

Uirnhir ...................... ........ . 

2. 

4. I have no objection to and see some advantage in 

passing all this Department 1 s papers on this matter, 

including my note of yesterday, to the Department of 

Foreign Affairs for their information. Unless you see 

objections, I consider that copies of these papers might 

also go to the Departments of Defence and, possibly, Justice, 

at least on a personal basis. 

5. Please bring forward the papers again in a week 1 s 

time so that we can try to get further decisions before 

the resumption of the Seanad. In the interval, I think 

Mr. Burke should hold over further contact with Silent 

Too Long. 

I 
1vV 

W. Kirwan, 
Assistant Secretary . 

.. ,,,, .. 
.' 

14th October, 1982. ·. 

: 

Mise. 

ROINN AN TA'OISIGH 
TI 

Uimhir ...................... ........ . 

2. 

4. I have no objection to and see some advantage in 

passing all this Department1s papers on this matter, 

including my note of yesterday, to the Department of 

Foreign Affairs for their information. Unless you see 

objections, I consider that copies of these papers might 

also go to the Departments of Defence and, possibly, Justice, 

, at least on a personal basis. 

5. Please bring forward the papers again in a weekls 

time so that we can try to get further decisions before 

the resumption of the Seanad. In the interval, I think 

Mr. Burke should hold over further contact with Silent 

Too Long. 

J 
' \.IV 

w. Kirwan, 
Assistant Secretary. 

,..", .. 

14th October, 1982. 

: 
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S760 

).p August, 1982. . I 

Dear Frank, 

SECRET 

ROINN COSANTA 
(Department of Defence), 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 
(Dub I in). 

I enclose a note in reply to your letter of the 4th inst. in relation to 
plastic bullets. 

You will note that the Defence Forces have never been equipped with plastic 
bullets but have, for many years, been equipped with rubber bullets and 
trained in their use. On only one occasion was one such bullet used some 
years ago. 

The situation arising in Northern Ireland from the death or maiming of 
civilians by plastic bullets is a new aspect as the general public may not 
easily discern the difference between rubber and plastic rounds. 

: 

Nevertheless these weapons constitute a degree of force well below ball 
ammunition and, as such, are regarded as a valuable weapon in a riot situation. 

For those reasons the military side are anxious to retain them and to continue 
training in their use. 

Meanwhile action to order further rounds has been suspended and the suggestion 
has been made t~ the military authorities that their use in an "aid to the 
civil power" situation might not be considered until the matter has been fully 
examined. 

Yours sincerely, 

///,4l««<d 
Mr. F. Murray, 
Department of the Taoiseach . 

... . , 
' I 

/ 

S760 

JojAUgUst, 1982. 

Dear Frank, 

SECRET 

ROINN COSANTA 
(Department of Defence), 

BAILE ATHA CLlATH 
(Dubl in). 

I enclose a note in reply to your letter of the 4th inst. in relation to 
plastic bullets. 

You will note that the Defence Forces have never been equipped with plastic 
bullets but have, for many years, been equipped with rubber bullets and 
trained in their use. On only one occasion was one such bullet used some 
years ago. 

The situation ar1s1ng in Northern Ireland from the death or maiming of 
civilians by plastic bullets is a new aspect as the general public may not 
easily discern the difference between rubber and plastic rounds. 

Nevertheless these weapons constitute a degree of force well below ball 
ammunition and, as such, are regarded as a valuable weapon in a riot situation. 

For those reasons the military side are anxious to retain them and to continue 
training in their use. 

Meanwhile action to order further rounds has been suspended and the suggestion 
has been made t<!J the military authorities that their use in an "aid to the 
civil power" situation might not be considered until the matter has been fully 
examined. 

Yours sincerely, 

//W<it,'d 
Mr. F. Murray, 
Department of the Taoiseach . 

• I 

t , 



0 i ' 

Roinn an TC\oisigh 
Dep1rtrnent of the Taoise<Kh 

4th August, 1982. 

Mr. J. ~Urby, 
Department of Justice. 

SECRET -------

Furth• " to our telephone conversation today on the s~ject 
of plastic/1•ubber tmlleLS, I am enclosing for your " Dcpart~ent's coqfidentia~ information copies of recent 
correspondence b~tween this Depart~nt and the Department 

of Foreign Affairs in this regard. 

Dear Jim, 

• the course of a review of present policy on plastic 
bul..0'·s, it came to ll.gbt that our secu·ri ty forces have 
large oupplies of rubber bullets held in store and that standi~g orders for our forces provide for their use in 
certain circumstances. The [ act that we have these 
weapons would p;·esumahlY be known to the Brttish 
authorities from whom they m~ well have been purchased. 

When this apsect of the matter was drawn to tllB Taoiseacb'S 
attention, he indicated that he was personally un~are that 
our security forces had stocks of plastic (or r~er) bullets. 
De considered it ~st unlikelY that use of such bullets 

wo11ld ever be authorised here. 
Our ·rnde r standing is that the stocl<s of plastic or rubber 
bullets reierred to are held by the Department of Defence. 
As far ~s we are ~are, your Department or the Gard• 
a•.1tl10i'l ties do not have any such stoclcs in hands. To enable 
us to brief the Taoiseach on the matter, I would be glad if 
Juli would confirm the position so far as your Department and 

the GnAda authorities are concerned. 
We are also pursuing this matter with the Department of Defence . 

I it ht! ,u1 Ri.1\t,1i~. H,1tlt> 1\th,1 (\i.:ith L 
Cu,1•11rnw11t Bui\d1ngs, Dublin L 

o 

Roinn tin T(\oisigh 
D('[YHtrncnt of the Taoise;1c.h 

4th August, 1982. 

Mr. J. ~{i rby " 
Department of Justice. 

SECRET 
-~ 

Dear Jim, 
Furthe to o.r telephone conversation tod~ on the subject 
of p 1 as t1 L ,,'uhbe r bull et;S. I am enel os ing for your " 
. ' ucpartl<lent's cMfidenti a' information copies of recent 
correspondence bntween this Department and the Department 

of Foreign Affairs in this regard . 

. n the course of a review of present policy on plastic 
bUJ. .• L' S. it came to light that our security forces have 
large "upplies of rubber bullets held in store and that st~ndiDg orders f~ our forccs provide for their use in 
certain circumstances, The fact that we bave these 
V;"!1l)ons would pl'esumably be known to the British 
authorities from whom they m~ well h~e been pur~ased. 
When this apsect of the matter was drawn to the Taoiseach'S 
a<tentlon • he indicated that he was personallY un~are that 
DU r s CCUl' i t~ f or cas had s tacks of P las tic (or rubbe r) bullets. 
De considered it most unlikely that; use of such bullets 

would ever be authorised here. 

Our ';ndersto.ndi!.g is that the stocks of plastiC or rubber 
bullets referred to are held bY the Department of Defence, 
As far as we are aware. your Department or t\le Garda 
",-,thud ties do not have any such stoel!S in hands. To enable 
us to brief the Taoiseach on tbe matter. 1 would he glad if 
yvu would confirm tbe position so far as your Department and 

the Gn~da authorities are concerned. 

We are also pursuinG this matter with the Department of Defence. 

Ilt\1(' .In RI.llt," .... I},lik ,\th<l C\lath '2-
Cu\'\:lIil11l'llt \\uil(\lngs, Dublin 2. 



• 
( . 

.. \)-.:. .. ,) 
1\(.-l;'' 
• l 
\" .~ 

... ,~J 
~/ 

I' oi n 11 ;:rn I .ioi si gli 
DcpartnH:nt of the Tiloisc;Kh 

4th August, 1982, 

I I 

Mr. J .I .· Jlvaney, 
Depc:rtment of Defen.ce. 

Dear .Joh1., 

Pu:ther c0 our brief tele1' .one convcrc~tion today on the 

su' ject of plastic/rub er b •llets, r <lm e:nclosing fer 

~·our D1..:· o.rtrrent's confidential info::-mation copies of recent 

correspon-le:1cc in .this rcc_;.-:ird betwce1~ this Depc;rtrr.ent and 

tlie Dcp.::irtmc:nt of Foreiqn .\[fairs. 

In the cnursc of a rc•.1icv ot ~'rc:s0nt policy on pl.Jstic 

!Jullets, it cc:irnc to light th~t our security forces !.ave 

LJrge SL:p Ues of .E.~~)_':_t:. hul1ets held in store c.nd thi:lt 

star.Jins orders for our forces provide for their . use: in 

certain circumstances. The fact that we h~ve these 

\:eapons would presumably be known to the British 

author iti•~!:: frorr. who::• tiwy muy well h<ive been purchased. 

\-;hen this aspect of the mi:ltter was drawn to the Taoiseach's 

attention, he indic.:ite<l that he hi:ld been personally unaware 

that our security force~; hacl slocks of plastic (or rubbc:r) 

hullets. He con:>iclercd il 1c1ost unlikc.·ly ttiat use: of: such 

hi 11 c> t s w o u la eve r be au tho r .i s c~ d l H.:> r ·~ . 

Our understanding is th<lt thl~ ~:tock..; of plastic or ruocc:r 

bullet:, rcferred to .:irl! !.L'lo b::,· ;o~i1 IJep.:irtrrcnt or LlH 

~.t~lt' ,Pi f~ .1.t.1: !: Ii,. \tft.• l (i,1!!1 . .' 
/. 

l;u\pi: '! ·n: dttil L h .... I L:i>; 1 ~' 

I 
I I 

r: . ) ' •. J ...... " .• 

f:(' :/ .. /.(' ,1 'f 

~·V· . " 
... ~ 

I'oinll ,Ill 1.1Oisigh 
Dl'pCtrtllwnt of the T(loisCi1Ch 

4th l"\Ugust, 1982. 

Hr.1 J J ,·.ulva'1ey I 
Department of Defence . I . 

I 

Dear Johl., 

~)ECHET 

.' 

Further (0 our brief telephone convers~tion today on the 

subject of plastic/rubber b ' llets, ! am e:nclosiIlg for 

;our D~~~rtment's ccnfidential irlformation copies of recent 

correspol -Icnce In ,L!lis rC<J.:lrd heti. ... ef'l~ this Departffie~\t and 

tl.e Dcp:Htn.cnt of Forci<]ll .~rfairs, 

In the Cnursc of a rc'!le" oL pr('sent pol i.cy on p13stic 

tJulleul, it c.::rr.o:: to light thut our security [orce~; Ita',.'e 

lurge Sl:~ pU cs of .£~b~)_~_~ bull ets held in store and that 

stC1r:J:ing olders for our forces provide for their use: in 

certain circumstances. Thc: fClct that \'JC hL.ve the~3e 

i:eapons \.;ould presumably be knovlO to tlo British 

aut ho [ it i e!:: [r om \-.. horn t hc:y m.:1y \vC 11 h.:1ve been purchiJsed. - . 
v;hen thi s aspect of the Jni.l tter was clra ... m to the Taoiseach IS 

attention, he indicateo that he hud been personally uniJ\o!are 

that. our sC'curity forces h3cl slocks of plustic (or rubber ) 
hullets . He con:,ic1ercd il most unlike,l::: ttlLlt Ilse of such 

Our understanding is tli(1t t!'Jc ~;to(;k...; or plastic or rubccr 

Ilt'lt' ,lt1 r~ .1.' ~ l: ~U:' \[1., 1 l"ILlth ... ' 

t:o',1'1n 'It'P: '\l1Ih:. ,;~. D,li'd' .I 

/. 



Roi1111 t1n l.H>i~igli 
Dt!1x1rt1m~nl of the lani~l'dl 11 

-2-

Defence Forces. To enable us to brief the Taoiseach on 

the matter, I would be glnd if your wo uld confirm the 

po sition so f.:ir .J ~; your Dcp.:irtmc nt a nd the Defe nce Forces 
.Jr e cancer n.ed. 

information:-
In particul a r we req u ire the follow1ng 

what s tocks o f ru bber (or pla s tic) bullets ar c 
civailr:ible; 

• \1hen these s toc ks were obtc:iined; 

t he ~ou r cc of suppl y ; 

.. 
\ 

\,·la:: the st2n i ng ins tr uct ion:-_; fo r t hei r use i:- certai n 
c irc ums t~ ~ces ar e . 

t·i '"' re -..1.:;o ? · rsu 1ng th~:: matte!: .:· ':!. '::.he Depc;r':mer. t o f 

.Just i c e. 

_ ' _ ~ s : ·:c _ r <" ":' , 

I 1:lu· .111 l\ 1 .tlt .1 · ~ . 1:.111· 
L•1\ t '• 11 1111 11 t llu1I< 

·\ tli.1 Cl1.11l • 
I Ju! 1,:1 • : 

Roillll tin l.lllisigh 
I)l!p<lItlm~ 111 of the l(loiS('dl 11 

-2-

Defence Forces. To enable us to brief the Taoiseach on 

the matter, I would be glild if your would confirm the 

l'os ition so fin a s your Dep.:lrtllle nt a nd the Defe nce Forces 

,He conc ern·cd. In particul a r we re q uire the follow'ing 

in forma tion:-

what s tocks of ru b ber (o r pl a stic) bullets ar c 
Cl vClil iJ ble; 

, 
\>J he n t hes e • s toc k s were o btai ned ; 

t he sou r ce of su pp l y ; 

" , 

~" I..:l:: the st2nding i nst r uct ions [or t hei r use i: . certa in 
cir c ums t ~nces ar e . 

~';e :1 r e ~lso pur~tJ l ng tf.~3 rn.:ltter .:i ~~. the Depar'::ne o f 

u tice. 

l,:h(· .111 1:'.\,1.\". (.111 · ·\tI"I ( " I" • 
( '1\ ( ' 1111111" 11 1 (l1lO1" Dl:!'!'" .' 
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