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A NUMBER OF ISSUES WH ICH AROSE IN THE COURSE OF A CONVERSATION 
ON FRIDAY LAST \~ITH CYRll GRAY OF THE E. ITISH EfvlBASSY MAY ;JE 
OF I IHEREST. (TELEX TYPED Ol~ 12/9 BUT UNABLE TO TRA~!Sf i I T DUE 
TO BAD lINES.) AS YOU l<i\OW, GRAY \~·HO· I S FROM BELFAST V /\8 
APPOINTED TO THE BRITISH EMBASSY AS A RESULT OF PRESSURE FRCM 
f.'tOLYNEAUX AND pm/ELL AT THE H[ I GHT OF THE 1981 HUNGER STR I KE . 
HIS ROLE IN THE BRITISH El1BASSY HAS Sm'lETIHES GIVEN RISE ro A 
CERTA I N UNEASE M~ONG HIS COLI.EAGUES \.JH() ARE CAUT IOUS ABOUT THE 
POLITICAL ORIGINS OF HIS APPOI~lTr'IENT AIm HIS STRO~;G, IF QU!ET, 
TEi'~DENCY TO PRESEi~T T0 TME i'Jr:uiA p.N iDEi~TiTY BETwEEi'j BRiTiSH ANj) 
UNIONIST POSITIOilS ON THE NORTH. HE ~JAS , UNTIL RECENTLY, . 
Llr~ITED H~ HIS ACCESS TO CAPITOL HILL \'!HICH RP'lAli~ED THE EXCLUSIVE 
ROLE OF HIS COLLEAGUE STEPHEN \JALL, A FORHER PRIVATE SECRETARY 
TO DAVID mJEN, \'JHO TOLD r~E THAT HE HAD SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED 
STANDING FOR THE SDP IN THE LAST BRITISH ELECTION. WALL HAS 
NOW RETURNED TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE AND GRAY CLEARLY WANTS, AND 
hDPES FOR, A GREATER ENTRE TO THE HilL. HAROLD rvlCCUSKER, WHEN 
HE VISITED V!ASHINGTOfJ Of'! 15 l"iARCH LAST, TOLD I~E, DESPITE itJITIAL 
DOUBTS ABOUT GRAY (ARISING POSSIBLY FROM HIS CLOSE~ESS TO 
flOL YNEAUX) THAT HE THOUGHT GRAY WAS MAI<I tJG A USEFUL COr'JTR I BUT I O,~ 
\/lTHIN THE .BR ITISH Ei1BASSY M'D (·'tIGHT HAVE GREPTER CONTACT or t THE 
HILL WHERE, AS MCCUSKER SAW IT, THE IRISH EMBASSY'S IMPACT 

. 'f NEEDED TO BE BALANCED". 

ANGLO-AMERICAN ' SUMMIT -----------_._---. 
2. GRAY SAID THAT r'tRS THATCHER'S VISIT TO \:JASHU'GTON WILL BE 

BR I EF I AHR I V I NG LATE ON '2.7 OR EA!,L Y 23 SEP1 Er·iBER F !-wr,! 
OTTA\I/A AND DEPARTING ON 29 SEPTEiv1BER. THE FCO AIJD BRITISH 
Eil.P.A.SS Y V/.lI.1\, TED f.. !"~ORE E XTE ~!S I VE PROGRN'~~'~E HER:: I., UT , ACCO~:: I t:c 
TO GRAY, S HE DOES f'OT LIKE TO FE A"'AY FF<Or·1 LOiWON FOR TOO LO·!G. 
AT THE SMjE T If 'lE , THE PIJOGRM·~: iE ~J1 LL BC CRO' .. DED M:lJ THE v I SIT 
HI GH PROF I LE BOTH I j·4 SUBSTANT I VE I~EET IrIGS AND I [,J fl;ED I A COiHACTS. 
SII CE THERE ARE rw SERIOUS OI)TSTANDI~,G BILATERAL ISSUES, TilE 
CENTREPIECE \'IILL BE THE DISCUSSIO:.'S \vITH THE PRESIDENT AIr·:C:D AT · 
UNDERL INING SHARED CONSERVATIVE !DEOLOGIES AND, TO USE 
GRAY'S PHRASE "THE CLOSEfJESS Of TliE KISSI1\G COUSIN REL/,TION-
SHIP". ~'/HILE IT IS r'~OST UNLIVELY THAT THE PRESIDfJH VJlLL 
HAVE MJWUr.CED HIS DECIS IC)~! ABOUT A SECOtJD TERi'i jlOUETHELESS 
THE SUCCESSES OF MRS THA1CHEi? IN B~ITAIN WILL BE USED TO JUSTIFY 
THE DESIR.·BILITY OF "STAYI :.G THE COU"SE" IN THE U.S. THE 
AGE NDA FOR THE S U,,'i,; I T ~JI lL I iJCLUDE: 
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- THE S I TUAT lor; I N THE M I DDLE EAST (I i'CLUD I tJG THE ROLE OF 
THE t';UL T I r~AT IONAL FORCE If LEBAi'OIJ) • 

- EAST WEST RELAT lOtS (OBVIOUSLY TAKII\G ACCOUIIT OF THE I<AL 
INCIDEIJT - GRAY 11. AroJ ASIDE SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT 

\'!E vJOULD HAVE PROBLE1\1S \~ITH REFUS/i.G LANDING RIGHTS TO 
AEROFLOT AT SHANNON BUT WHEfJ I REMARKED THAT PUNITIVE ACTION 
AUvAYS CAUSED COIJCERN I N EUROPE EVEN TO BRTA I IJ - HE 
CLA I ~~ED THAT THE FORE I GN OFF I CE HAD ~'O ENTHUS I ASM, FOR 
SANCTIOi~S \';HICH If lCLUDED AEROFLOT). 

~ U.S.-EUROP[ R~LATIONS, BOTH ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL BUT' 
SPECIFICALLY ON THE ECONOMIC SIDE, AGRICULTURE ArJD TRADE 
'RULES (EXTRA-TERRITORIALITY) AND ON THE POLITICAL SIDE THE 
I NF AND START NEGOT I AT IONS I tJ GEI'EVA AND THE DEPLOYr~E NT 
OF PERSHING I I AND CRUISE MISSILES IN EUROPE BY THE E~D OF 
1983. 

3. I DID NOT ENQU I RE AS TO vJHETHER HE EXPECTED NORTHERN 
I RELAND TO BE ON THE AGENDA ArJD HE DID NOT VOLUNTEER A 

VIEW. NONETHELESS IT WAS CLEAR FROM HIS SUBSEQUENT COMMENTS 
THAT THERE IS A BRITISH ANXIETY THJT AMERICANS MAY RAISE THE 
1~~Ilf=' ,,.,, Tl-lf=' r-nllp.~~ n~ TI-I~ \!I~'T TI-l~ f"'I-lII Qf"'I-J '" ~n""~TV 1/" 
~----_ ••••• - ___ •• ___ • '"'- .'-" , •• - _"'_.'''''".'~_ "'-"'IJ....,._11 ttt 

\l/ASHINGTON WILL MAKE A SPECIAL PRESENTATION TO THATCHER AT THE 
BRITISH EMBASSY - AN OCCASION THAT WILL HAVE A HIGH PROFILE 
tv"EDIA FOCUS AND WILL BE PRESENTED AS A CELEBRATION OF THE 
"SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP". 

4. PERHAPS CONSCIOUS OF MY UNSPOKEN IfTEREST IN WHETHER OR 
NOT NORTHERN IRELAND WOULD BE ON THE AGENDA FOR THE SUMMIT, 

GRAY SPOI<E AT SOME LEI :GTH ABOUT THATCHER'S ATTITUDE TO THE NORTH. 
HIS VIEWS, WHILE REVEALING NOTHING PARTICULARLY REMARKABLE, 
EMPHASISED THBEE POINTS: 

(A) THAT r-1RS THATCHER HAD NO STROt'G IDEOLOGICAL VIE\v ON 
NORTHERN IRELA ~D OTHER THAN PERHAPS HAVING A GENERAL 
FEELING THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM AT THE END OF HER 
TERI'1 IN OFFICE, SHOULD HAVE THE SAr/iE TERRITORIAL EXTEND 
AS WHEN SHE ASSUMED OFFICE. NONETHELESS, HE AT TIMES 

. SHARED THE DOUBTS OF MANY UNIONISTS THAT FOR MRS THATCHER 
A CONCEPT OF THE UN I TED K IUGDO:-Ir r~ I GHT WELL IJOT INCLUDE 
NORTHERN I RELArm: 

(B) THAT HRS THATCHER HAD SIRO 'G ArHI-DEVOLUTION INSTlt~CTS 
WHICH HE FELT HAD PLAY D A ROLE IN HER ARGUMENTATION 
AGAI NST THE I ~ ITIAL MORE AMBITIOUS PRIOR PROPOSALS 
THAT WERE DISCUSSED IN LATE 1981: AND 

(c,) THAT S HE REACTS VERY BADLY TO "OUTS I DE" PRESSURE ON 
NORTHERN r RELAtJD (AS AN EXM~PLE HE SUGGESTED THAT SHE 

.. . 

Ot~L Y BECAt·;E SUPPORT I VE OF THE PUEL IS HED PR IOR ASS Ei..,BL Y 
PROPOSALS WHEN SHE BECAME AWARE THAT THE FORMER TAOISEACH 
WAS OPPOSED TO THEM). ' 

" 
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5. TAKING UP THIS LAST POINT ABOUT MRS THATCHER'S RESENTFUL 
I~TT ITUDE TO OUTS IDE Pt ESSURE, GRAY LEiH ON TO SUGGEST THAT 

SHE \/OULD REACT I N A HOST ILE ~'JAY TO PRESSURE FRO["1 THE UNITED 
S. ATES HHETHEH THAT PRESSUhE CA:"iE FROM THE AD"1 1 N I STRAT ION, 
THE CO nGRESS OR THE AHER I CAN/ I RI S H CO~1~'Lm ITY. \vHE iJ HE 
REFEHR ED TO THE ADi·'HJISTi~ATIOI'i, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE BRITISH 
CONTlrUE TO HAVE SERIOUS COf\CERfS ABOUT THE POSS IBLE ROLE OF 
JUDGE CLARK I N IIWLUENCING THE PRESIDENT FROH '\1 ITHI N THE \'IHITE 
HOUSE. ·AT OI':E STAGE l N OUR COiJVEf<SAT ION, GRAY REFERHED TO 
HIM AS A "Nor~-REFORf'jE D I'AT IONALIST" . THERE IS CLEARLY 
AN ANXIETY THAT DIRECTLY OR I ND IRECTLY CLARK WOULD BE MOT IVATED 
TO PROPOSE THAT THE PRES I DENT RA I SE NORTHERN I RELAND \.J I TH 
,..,RS THATCHER I rJ THE COURSE OF THE - 5ur,:r." IT. GRAY THEN WENT ON 
TO TALK ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE FRIErms IN RA/SING NORTHC:RN 
IRELA ND IN THE CONGRESS. WHILE HE ADMITTED THAT THE FRIENDS 
HAD PLAYED A VERY CONSTRUCT I VE ROLE 'N SEEI< I NG TO RESPOtJD TO 
THE REAL PROBLEI"iS OF NORTHERN I RELM:D At\D TO CONFROtJT THE I NC 
I NSP I RED AGENDA AND PROPAGA ·1DA OF THE B I AGG I GROUP \vH I CH HE 
SA¥! AS HAV I NG CERTA / NL Y DECREASED I r~ I NFLUEfJCE I N THE LAST 
COUPLE OF YEARS (AS A RESULT OF THE FORMATIO[~ OF THE FRIENDS), 
;i~~60j~ETHELESS WAS CONCE RNED ABOUT \vOOKXVPSAL=X :04 
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COUPLE OF YEARS (AS A RESULT OF THE FORMATION OF THE FRIENDS), 
HE NotETHELESS \/AS CO NCERNED ABOUT A ~.Ui'1BER OF THE I SSUES THAT 
THE FRIENDS HAVE RAIseD IN PARTICULAR PLASTIC BULLETS AND THE 
BANNlfJG OF THE UDA. CO:HRARY TO 1R ITISH Efi.iJASSY BRIEFII~G 
LAST ST PATRICK'S DAY Gf(AY DENIED THAT THEY HAD DIFFICULTY \'JlTH 
THE KE NiJEDY Is HAt'i.ON RESOLUT I ON. 

/ 
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MULTI-PARTY VISIT FRor1 NORTHERI' IRELAr~D -----------_ ... ----
6. GRAY TOLD t'iE THAT THE FORTHCotlJ II'G AI'.DY I lULL I GAN ORGAN I SED MULTI-PARTY VISIT FROM NORTHERIJ IRELAND HAD INITIALLY CAUSED SO.,E- GROUNDS FOR COflCERi~ O~~ THE BR ITISH SIDE. THE FORE IGN OIFICE II~ PARTICULAR HAD,BEEI' COi~CERNED ABOUT THE I~1PLICATIONS OF PAISLEY'S PARTiCiPATION Ir- THE VISIT SU~CE THEY THOUGHT IT UNLIKELY THAT THE VISIT COULD ACHIEVE ITS DECLARED ECO~OMIC OBJECTIVE WHEN PAISLEY'S PAf~TICIPATION \'-/OULD CLEAHLY CAUSE A POL I T I CAL REACT I ON I N NORTH M'IER I CA.. I 'Oi~ElHELESS, GRAY LEFT ME \aJ I TH THE CLEAR I MPRESS ION THAT A tWf'~BER OF HIS NI 0 COLLEAGUES IN THE NORTH HAVE ACTIVELY PROMOTED THE VISIT. GRAY HIMSELF APPEARED SOMEWHAT NERVOUS OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT t1JLLIGAN fv1AY BE SEEKlr~G A FORi'tlAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE NORTHERN I~ELAND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD WHICH WOULD BE OUTSIDE THE DIRECT COlJTROL OF THE BRITISH EI"lEASSY HERE. ACCORDING TO GRAY, THE EEC REPRESENTATIVE IN BELFAST HAD PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PERSUADING THE NI/DD TO FUND TilE VISIT. HQ\o~'EVER, I GOT THE J1'1PRESS ION FRm'1 SOI~E SUBSEQUE NT REt,lARKS THAT THE BR I T ISH H1BASS Y HAVE CAUT I m~ED DE W'1AN (EC Ai'lEASSADOR HERE) AGA' NST TAK I NG A TOO HIGH A PROFILE IN RELATION TO THE VISIT. 

7. GRAY SAID THAT HE WAS GENUINELY SURP~ISED THAT JOHN HUME HAD DECIDED TO JOIN THE DELEGATION AND THAT HE WOULD ALLOW. HIS NAME TO BE USED "TO OPEN DOORS FOR PAISLEY ON CAPITOL HILL". J ALSO GOT THE IMPRESSION THAT SOME OF GRAYS COLLEAGUES THOUGHT IT A STRANGE MO~ENT FOR OTHERS IN THE DELEGATION TO BE GIVING CREDIBILITY AND RESPECTABILITY TO PAISLEY IN THE UNITED STATES . FOLLOWING THE DECLINE IN SUPPORT FOR THE DUP AT RECENT NORTHERN IRELAND ELECTIOI~S. THE BRITISH Er·1BASSY HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY DETAILED ITINERARY OF THE VISIT. (YOU SHOULD ALSO BE A~JARE THAT MIKE BARRY OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT APPROACHED ME AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING ON THE KAL INCIDENT LAST FRIDAY AND SAID THAT THEY WERE COMING UNDER SOME PRESSURE ON THE VISIT FROM PREDICTABLE SOURCES. HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIOI ED A TELEPHONE CALL FRO,-1 THE FATHER SEAN ~1Crv1Ar~US Ar~D ADDED THERE HAD BEEN CALLS ' FROM A FEW OFFICES ON CAPITOL HILL INCLUDING BIAGGI'S. HE \MS ALSO I~TERESTED IN OBTAININGAAPRBGG~~MBEBBIDTlruNT~8EABSENCE OF ANY INFOf~:·1AT/ON HAD BEErJ IN COt.TACT ',vITH THE U.S. DEPARThENT OF CO/"MERCE VIH I CH, AT LEAST UP TO LAST Ffn DAY I ~IAD I,OT BEE N APPROACHED ABOUT. THE VISIT NOR DID THEY HAVE M'Y INFORiviATION Ol~ IT. 

J 
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8. I TOLD GRAY THAT WE WOULD OBVIOUSLY RESPECT THE WISHES OF 
THE DELEGAT ION, AS I UNDERSTOOD THEi'l, I~OT TO POL I TIC i.SE 

THE VISIT Mm DID IJOT ENVISAGE MW INVOLVEt~ENT \tJITH THE 
PROGRA~ME. WHILE I SYMPATHISED WITH THE FACT THAT LITTLE 
INFORMATION WAS AVAIL AB LE ON THEIR PRbGRAMME, IT WAS IMPORTANT ONCE 
THE DECISION TO UNDERTAKE THE TRIP HAD BEEN MADE THAT WE SHOULD 
COOPERATE, IN A DISCRETE ~1ANNER (AND BY STRICTLY RESPECTING ITS 
NOI '-POL I T I CAL CHARACTER) WITH THE ORGAtJl SERS TO DO V/HATEVER WE 
COULD TO EI 'SURE ITS SUCCESS BOTH BECAUSE OF THE URGENCY BEHJrW 
ItTS ECONOr"lIC OBJECTIVE A~ !D SINCE ANY PERCEIVED FAILURE COULD 
HAVE SRIOUS II~PLI9ATIONS FOR US BOTH. 

--- IR ISH COMMUfJ ITY 

9. GRAY HOPED THAT THE MULTI-PARTY VIS'T ItlOULD NOT HELP RESTORE 
THE FORTUNES OF NORAID WHICH HE SAW AS HAVING SUFFERED 

SERIOUS SETBACKS FOLLOWING THE NEW YORK ARMS TRIALS AND THE 
SUCCESS OF THE GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE TO FLANNERY'S ELECTION AS 
GRAtJD t~ARSHALL OF THE ST PATRICK'S DAY PARADE. THE Al'-10UNT OF 
FlOt;EY THAT THEY HAVE HAD TO SPEf D ON THE FORfvlER AND THE DAI'iAGE 
TO THEIR CREDIBILITY ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AS A RESULT OF THE 
LATTER LFn TH~ nR!T!SH E'-1B.6.SSY TO THE V!E~'! THAT ~mfU\!D HAS 
ENTERED A PERIOD OF DECLINE. I GATHER THAT FROM PRIVATE REPORTS 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND, THE BRITISH UNDERSTAND THAT FUTURE 
NORAID STRATEGY WAS THE MAIN PREOCCUPATION OF THE ADAMS/GALVIN 
TALKS IN BELFAST EARLIER THIS SUMMER. GRAY SPECULATED, BUT 
WHETHER ON THE BASIS OF THESE REPORTS WAS NOT CLEAR, THAT THE · 
ADAMS/GALVIN TALKS HAD CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS A NEED FOR A NEW 
ORGANISATlor IN NORTH AMERICA TO PROMOTE SUPPORT FOR PROVO 
POLICY HERC Ai~D THAT, AT LEAST INITIALLY, THf:.Y \'JOULD SEE HOVJ THE 
NE\'/ ORGAN I SAT ION HEADED BY J Hi DELANEY OF TEXAS ArJD NAT IONAl 
DIRECTOR OF THE AOH r'iIGHT BE USED TO ACHIEVE THIS. GRAY 
~JAS A\~ARE THAT THE CH I CAGO r~EET I NG OF DELAI~EY' S ORGAN I SAT I ON HAD 
HAD A LARGE NORAID REPKESENTATION. / 

END 
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