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Irish Prisoners in BritQin 

Eighty of the 800 or so Irish prisoners in Britisll jails arc 
serving sente~ces for terrorist-type offences. While we receive 
both in Dublin, and via the Embassy in London, representations 
on their behalf, many of the prisoners on ideological grourlds arc 
r e l uctant to approach the Irish Government . 

Conditions i n British prisons in qeneral are unpleasant mainlv 
because of overcrmvding due to the large numbor of det(linees -
( (lbout 45,000 ). Most Irish prisonels convicted for terrorist 
type offences are in security category A , the highest category , 
a nd transferred from prison to prison at short notice in the 
i nterest o f sec ulity . 

I ssues wh i ch h (lve been raised i n the past with the Mi nister for 
Foreign Affairs by prisoners , their families or T.D . ' s include : -

( i ) 

( ii) 

I nconvenience accruing to family visitn~s (both from N.l. 
arultTicsiEitc) ar is Ing from transfers \'lithin BiI~l1:--
'I'he Embassy--has on mClny occasions stre-ssed-to thc British 
Au thori ties the i mportance of having relatives informed 
o f a n y ch(lnge i n a prisoner ' s location and recelJtly 
e xpressed our concern over the widespread reloc~tion and 
s egregaUon of Irish prisoners after U1C Albany prisor 
r iot. 

The a l leged innocence of pr iso11o:(s . Card.il1al 6 Fiaich 
r aisec:ithls'-questJon -recent'.lY whe-n he said that he 
belteved a number of 11 ish people serving sC'1tences in 
English Jcdls were innocent. He> referred specific<..lly t.e 
t hose whe:> had been founo guilty on f()Tens ic evidence 
i n connection with the Ei] mingham, Guildfe:>rd and \vool\\'icl' 
bombings. The Govprnment ' s attitude has always boen 
that it is not appropriate to COillment on judicaJ. 
d C'C' :i s.ions h:.mdC'd down by courts of anotl'e:- jurisdjction. 
I n t h e absence of dramatic nev,' evidence v/h::.ch \,1,.)l1J<J 

c onvince the Home Secn? L Clry to reopen these Ci)SC' ~" 
thero is l itl. 1<" i'hat can be don(~. The Home SecJ'E.!;':dry [-1' : . ., 

r ecen 1.. 1 JI been as J~ed Lo reope!l t. '1€ c use of Lho. ) (he 
Gu i seppc C' onJon who 'VlC.IS convicted on forensic evidence 
alo110 of explosives oefences. 

The (.pplJcl1l. jorl of Pr 1, 80J1 Rule 43 . Unc1~'r RLlJ e ,n the 
G6vor11'or -- is-ei~)oW(:Lodto-rc-illoved pr .if3(jllOl- £1.om 
associa-L ion \ ... j th 01 he1~ p.cjson~''-s " fer the lTILd.nJ..:{ l12diCe 
o f qool order or discipline Ol. in h is o',\'n iLtcresU, " 
[or u p te:> 24 hours on his (Ydn initivt:ivl'. This js open 
t o ex cel:s ion for ::1 }Jel~ j od not exceed i.ng onc rr,0:,'ch (but 
may bp. renc~:.'ed :!. om n:(lnt. l~ Lo ILCLt.h) on t b0 au:. hm i ty ef 
a JnC'll1bcr of t..11C' vi~)itLny cOl\'..rn:i,tt~(;c· Ol' bon.re"! e: "jsitors 
or the Secn~ L.:lry of ~)t2 u'~. Tb j~; doC?s not. C1m~)Un '... tc 
solita~-y cC:1f.Lnemcn1". in t·hat. prj~ol1ers sl~bject to 'cbe 
Ir,e.J.S'..ll" ( ,','~ huve regular ("ontact ~'7.ith p]"i~;on officC'l sand 
s 1-at f . However there; "i:: no J. imi t LoLhc n:1il~l)('r of 
p crioL1s of r<:-moval front ("<ssociatio:l. l): i sl1 "tel-l'orist--
t ype " pr isoners have i'") t hc! P3S t be(;-;() :i ~jcl;~tc~c;, ill th:i.s 
wi.J.Y and the prcblcTE i~'1!:; b2cn .:,";.:i sed en ,1 nl~mbcr of 
occas.i (1]13 wi tL Ul'-! Br :i, t lsll ,~I]U'()J··j ti':::t) • 
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( iv) The conditions unll~r Wllich a prisoner is liv .ing . 
Dependlnq on the circUlw:;tances the Embassy :in London would 
inform.J.lly seek cl.J.rificc:;.t:Lon on such Cl mCltter from the 
British Cluthorities. 

(v) Transfer to a prison in Northern Ireland. Thero have 
no t been any trClns £ el'S from Eng land or \\1a1 es since 19 "/5 of 
Irish prisoners serving sentences [or "political 
offences" to Northern IrelClnd. Pour persons were 
permanently transferred to prisons in Northern Ireland, 
all in 1975. (pl . see separate note ). 

Anq10-Irish Section 
3Ury-T(j"83 
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