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AS REPORTED OR ALL Y TO MS HE NNESSY THE PR If-1E tJj I N t STER AN sw6. ED I 
T~O QUESTIONS ON A~GLO-IRISH RELATIONS PUT TO HER (BY RTE 
JOURNALIST) AT THIS nORNING'S CONSERVATIVE PARTY PRESS 
CONFERE~'CE. I N RESPONSE TO A GENERAL QUESTIO~J ON THE STATE 
OF RELATIONS SHE SAID (QUOTATIONS APPROXIt"lATE ONLY) "./E 
CO-OPERATE VERY l'1UCH I'N DEFENSE AND ECOIWMIC POLICY AREAS 
ACROSS THE BORDER. WE BELIEVE IN NAINTAINING VERY FRIENDLY 
RELATIO~S WITH THE ONLY COUNTRY WITH WHICH 0E HAVE A LA 'D 
FRONTIER". A SUBSEQUENT QUESTIO~ ON THE IMPACT OF THE 
FALKLA NDS DISAGREEMENT ELICITED THE FOLLO./ING COMMENT: 
"THE RE HAVE NOT BEEN SPECIFIC BILATERAL TALKS OF THE KIND 
WHICH dE HAD BEFORE. WE THOUGHT IT BETTER TO WAIT A BIT. 
I OF COURSE SEE GARRET FITZGERALn AT EUROPEAN COUNCILS." 
MR DErlt) SE Y viAS PR E SENT AT CE NTR AL OFF ICE· A/\!D DREW THE 
!\TTE~JT! 0 N OF snl! OR OFF I Cl AL S THERE TO THE U NU SUAL U SE OF 
THE ~ORD "DEFENSE". HE 0AS ASSURED THAT "SECURITY" WAS 
WHAT WAS IN MIND AND THAT THIS ~OULD BE MADE CLEAR IF THE 
MATTER WAS RAISED BY THE MEDIA. 

I SUBSEQUENTLY SPOKE WITH THE IRISH PRESS CORRESPO~DENT AIDAN 
HENNIGAJ WHO \JAS ALSO AT'THE PRESS CONFEREIJCE (DIPLOr-:AT IC 
OBSERVERS ARE AT A DI SADVANTAGE I N THAT O .. JI tJG TO PRESSURE OF · 
SPACE THEY tOE RESTR I CTEn TO A~ UP-STA I RS ROOti ~JHERE THE 

,PROCEDI r~GS ARE RELAYED BY I NTERCOi':. BECAUSE THERE ARE NO ' 
ROV P1G .• ~, CROC'lI-JO NE SIN THE AUD I TOR I U~1 DUR I ~JG 'UEST ION A.~I D 
ANS,JEf? SESSlor·!s THE RESPO'JSES OF THE PLATFORf1 SPEAI<ERS ONLY 
ARt Pi Cid::.D Ut-' J • HENI~ I GAi~ - ~~HO DID NOT SE01 TO FOCUS ON 
THE D~FH'SE/SECUR I TY D I ST I iJCT' ON - SA I D THAT HE i,'!AS 
STRUCK BY THE RELATIVELY FRIENDLY TONE ADOPTED BY THATCHER 
IN DEALING WITH THESE QUESTIONS WHICH HE SAID WAS IN 
CO NTf~ AD I ST I '~CT ION TO HEf1 f~OR E BR I S!< APPROACH \JHE N 
ASKED ABOUT THE NORTH AT THE OPENING PRESS CONFERENCE (TX 
1+35) 0 HE I NTENDS TO \m I TE A PIECE FOR Tot'10iiRO,J'S X I a PRESS 
ON . HESE LI iJE(' AND DRA n 'IG THE CO'!CLUSION TH/\T THERE t1AY 
AFTeR ALL BE SCOPE FOR CLOSER COOPERATION POST ELECTION. 

HE ALSO REPORTED A RECENT CONVERSATIO~ WITH A CLOSE FOOT 
A I DC. ,JHJ [i' ~u I RED ABOUT PROGR E SS 0 f~ THE FORU:l AND ITS 
LlI<EL Y PR0SPECTS. ,ACCO RDI "'G TO TH I S SOURCE Fa T HAD 
EXPRESSED CO~SIDERABLE INTEREST IH ITS ESTABLISHMENT. 
I LET Hit·, K~:O.J TH/~T ';'!E \WULD BE I-1AK I ~G A PO I NT OF KEEP I ~G 
ALL THE P RTY LEiDERS FULLY BRIEFED ON THE DEVELOPME~TS IN 
REGARD TO THE FORUM. 
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