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l <iLLr·rl'lcd tt1~J~eti11r; c:idclr·c~;scd l>y c. 1 ive Soley MP at. the ~~ . ~ 
Tri sh Clu!J on J Dccc:-;il>cr. Less thnn 50 pe~ttcnded rind 

;-H·r·h:ip'..> a thi I'd ·.; ·1·e supp-:n·tive of Sinn Fein Lo judge by their 

r·eac.t.ion to qu•!~~-ions fro1·1 ol>vio11s mc1r1lJ(·r~;. Publication~> of :)inn 

!· e i n a n d T r o o p s 0 u t M o v c n e n t 11 e 1' c o n s a l c r r o m ;-i d c s !:< a t t h e l> a c. k 

of' the linll. T t. <• next ml; ct i n l~ , 'n l S D 0 c e rn lJ er w i 11 f cat u 1 · (; G c r r y 

Pl1\] T•tJoh.:ir;., or inviLinc ::;pcaker~J 

.sp(!C truri. 

id t ll th c l IJ c p 0 l icy as r u L 
) 

from across the politjc&l 

~.~.1,.Jy's r·Prn.1r·ks as issued to the press is 

by 

L.tt~ached. He b e g 3. q h y s a y i n g t l'i .::i t s u c c e s s i v e B r i t j s h go v e r r1 rn e n L 3 

had tri~d Jo ~ak~ partition work but that it had now manifestly 

fa i l r, d . 1 r I r c l a n d w a s t o b c p a r t i t i o n e d t o d a y L h e s a rn c b o rd e r 

\-JoulrJ net be d:.;.1-.'n. The inability of British (and to some extent 

J r j ~' t1 l [ o v ~ r n r. e n t ::> t o r c s o J v e t h e p 1 • o b 1 e in o r 1J o r t h e r n I r c l a n d i ~ a 

of con~;enL" in Lrtbour policy . Coe l' c ion o f' t h e: u n i on i s t ::; j_ n to 

a u r1 i t e d I r c l a n d w o u 1 d Li e ::i g u a r a n t e c o f' d i s a s t e r . Policy must 

lJ e c, ;, en l 'y p:.,: r- sued since u n j on is t an ct r· i g ht - i,,: i r1 g Cons c r v a Li v e 

paranoia feed:.> on secret talk~- and hj c1dcn discussions . The 

f , ~· ,. '; o r 11 n i c. n i !':. t s a r e r• <' <1 1 <"1 r~ cl rn a n y o f t h cm a !' e p t' e p Cl r c d t o f i [. h t 

on<l die !'or what they believe jn. 

H _ 11 ad fr e Q u L' n L l y bet· 1; <1 cc used or p lay .i n r:, i ri Lo th c ha r. cl s of t l1 c 

p a r t'.I m i 1 i. a r .i e .s a n · ~ t h u ~; b C' i n g g u i J t y o f' c o n .t ?' i b u L i n g t o t t 1 e 

k i 1 l i n g s I., y a d 'J o c ;, t i n g a u n i t e d 1 r· C! l a n d . Ile noted tha L no I.Jody 

~; ;.1 j' :-; t t l ::i t <! rj v c ~.l c y 0 r j_ n t cg r n t. i 0 n pl ;-i y (' (j in \., () th<: h (111 <ls 0 r 
pr- r:i t t' :; L <:1 n t. pa r' ;1 u: i l i tu r i c ~· . 

Gc·r ' 'J La•1lc:.~; 1·,;1d0 <1 10:11~ r·amhllnr:; :..•pr·.::·cll <lf'Ler Mr . . ':olcy. 11 c: h n cl 

r <! c c: n t ) y t> c (~ ti 1 l ·~ c t 1~ d a L" h o u 1 • Co u 11 c i l l o r o n t. h e I. o n d o rt no r' o u l: h 
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J Cl Lp n 'j c rj l h~~E' t i Ilf~ Cl d d r'e~;scd '------ . 
I I' j :; tl C 1 U 1) 0 n J ne c c :n b c r' • L c s s t. h a n 

\) Y C;; i v e ~ 01 (' Y t-l P Cl t. t. h C! 

~ttended and 

P (, I'}! (l P S ;~ t h i I'd '," /' e sup p 0 r' t. i ve 0 r Sin n F C! i n t. 0 j IJ d g c by the i r 

r' e act. ion to q lJ t.: ~ to ion s fro 1'1 0 /) v i Cl \ I~; in C 111 lJ c r ~;. Pub 1 i cat. ion ~j 0 r :..> inn 

Fein and 1'1'00P3 OuL Ho\,crrien t 1It?1'(: on sale from a dc:.;/; at the back 

oft he:.;\ 1 1 . 

P 11 i) T ',,' 0 hi£!., 0 r i n v i L i n C ~ P C <1 k er::.; 

~ P (! '.: t T' U 1'1 • 

id t h L h c J I~ C po 1 icy et s put 
) 

from 3cr03~ the politic&l 

by 

i..1L:"ached. He beg3!l hy sayinG th3L successive BriLj~h governments 

had tried to mak~ partition work but that it had now manifcstly 

f.) i 1 (> d. 1 f I I ' cIa n d was to b (; P a I' tit ion cd to day L he 3 a en c b 0 r cl e r' 

'rloulrJ not be d'-.I-.'n, Thc inability of British (and to some extent 

J r j :' h) £ 0 \' ~ /' n r. (: n t s tor 8 C' 0 1 vet 11 e p,., 0 b 1 ern 0 r Nor t} 1 er' n Ire 1 and i:;, i3 

damninG indictment. 

of con~;enL" in Labour pol.i.cy . Co e I' C ion 0 [' the un ion i s t s i. n to 

a u!"iit~d Irc}and \.Jould be J guarantee of di;'Clster . Policy must 

b (' CJ I"' e n l'y p u " :; u e d sin c e u n j 0 n i !3 tan d r'i g h t - ,: i rl g Con s (! r v u L i ve 

paranoia recd:.> on secret talk~ o.nd hidden discussions . The 

['1,"":' of unic.nis1..s are l'cal Ctnd many of them arc prepi.lred to fiCht 

Cl n d cl j e !' 0 r \-0' i1 a L the y bel i eve j n . 

11 e kl C fr' e Q. U en L 1 y b l:' e n ,I C C use cl 0 r p 1 Cl Y .i n c; i n to L h c h <l r, cl S 0 f tll C 

par a III i 1 i a r i I? san .~ t h u ~) b (' i 11 g g u i 1 t Y 0 [' con .t !~ i b u L i n i!. Lot. } I e 

Id 1 1 i n IP lJ y a d 'J 0 C h t.. i n g Cl U n .i. t c d T t'C: I and . He llotc!d that noloody 

:;;'I J'~'; ttl:Jt (!dv cacy or intcgr ~Jt,ion pl;)yc·.j in\;o l:h(~ hc.rHJ~ of 

P (' (I \. ~, !j L Cl n t. p Cl r' n Ir; i 1 it;:.. r i c!.' • 

11(: had 

r (! \. (: :11.. ) y () e (> I1 ( . 1 ,; c t t~ d (j L (\ h 0 U I' Co U Il C ill 0 I' 0 n t. he I. 0 n do r I nOt' 0 l!!~ I 
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of Hackney l>y 

Tlir; Irish, h(' :;:dd, wcr·e LIH: l;u·i~··st <~Lhriic rnajor·iLy in llritai.n. 

·r h ,. ;r h fl d L r ;1 d j t i on 3 l 1 y voted o v 0 r 8 0 % I. a b our .:ind had be c n 

1, t"' - a t. e d b y L h t • p a r t:. y .:i ~' i n i L ~' ; > o c k c t . Tllr;y are not ::;afe 

any r:i ore for ! . ~\ b our· u n J c :3 s they c, c L \./ !1 <1 t t. h c y w n n t , a uni L c d 

fl e c r· i t i c j s c J th c Labo u r pol j c y cl o cum c n t CJ u o L i n g fr· om 

~1 s L.i L e rn e n t b y L h c fl a 1 d a n c Soc j e t y o f Soc i a 1 i s t L zw y er:; vi ~1 i c h , w h i l c 

2cknowledging that it:. w~s a mnjor 3tep forward in its advocacy 

of a united J1·t·li1nd and its rccocnition Ltiut previous policy had 

tn: ~ r. w r o n g , i..: a :; n c v c r l. ll c l e s s f 1 a 1.; e cl b y a c c n t r a 1 c o n L r a d i c t i o n 

i : 1 t h a t i t n t t h e s a rr. e L j m c c a l 1 c d f o r a 11 i L h cl r a i,1 n 1 o f t h (' r, u et r a n t c c 

l> u t r r: c o c n i :; ·..J d L h e n e e cl r o r c o n ;; c~ n t . L n 1.i 1 e s s s a i cl L h a t a L <1 b o ll r 

~r. .. ,.,..,_.,,i::'.!'.. :;!:c~;ld J•.:L.1ci1·e iLs ir1t.cnt.1nn to ';.•ithdraw )n every 

s r.: n ~~ ~· bu L t l 1 d l 11 i th d r a \.J a 1 s 11 o u l d be a cc o rn p u n i e d by a pa ck a g c o f 

<"ocial and econuriic initiative;,. Swedc:1 had not demanded the 

r i g I 1 t u f v e t o o ·; e r· F i n n j s h p o 1 i t i c u 1 d (~ v c J o p m e n t o n b e l 1 a 1 f 

of the "sub stantial" Sl·h~dish rn:tjor(ty in finland. In conclusion 
: I 

L e c; u c s t i o ti.:: d t i : •: r i r, h t o [' .1 n y B r · i t i ::: h p e r- :J Ci n t o c r i t i c i ~; c t h c 

l l' i ~~ !. C o n ::; i. i '.. u t. i o n a :, c o n {' c ::; ~d o n ~: l \.J h ,-. n B r i L:i. ~ n r c q u i r c :.; i l. s H c ?.. d 

~if .S L1 L c t l1 s u ti:.> crib c to a :> p e c i/ i c r c l i g ion <:ind r cs c r v es scats 

j r. t ll i; Hou s e o C Lo r (i s r o r d i 1~ n i L1 t' i c s o I' L lJ e s am c r· e l i g i on . The 

~~ t. r e r 1 r; L i1 o f t. ~H: C a t h o l i c. C h u r c h i n t h " H c p u b 1 i c i s n o t b a ~ c d o n l a w • 

!·~r. Soley n<1 1Ji:.! th~ follo·,iing 
0

f)Oint::; in respon~e to questions 

( w hi ch u n fort u;; <! t e 1 y · .. : c re r a r· ~} y posed c. on c i '..: e 1 y <: n d 1-1 er c fr c q u en t. l y 

no :·: ci r' c t ha n ,.., i t !H: r· i n c on ~; c (]\.l <' n L i .: l r <: r': l.J l i n t,:.; o r c or;, :n i t:. t c d 

T h t: L a ti o !l r p (; 1 i c y d o c u f'l c n L o n T r · c 1 a n d i :-. n o L u n i v c r ~; n 11 y 

,_,cc e I· t e d w i t. Li n the P" 1· y . !! c h c J i e v c:; i n i t. ( tt1 o u [~ h lie w <ls not 

i n ,_, o l v e d i n d r· c1 rt in r; i t. ) <1 n d j .s L r y i n g hard to ~; h (HI L h ;-i L i L. i s 

a good policy. Pr·eviuu:; t;over•nrnt:nt~; did no r:ior·e Lli.1.n l'•:act 

to (. r i s '~ s a t1 Ii t r y to :; t.;1 y ju :1 L :1 l i t L l c bi L :i head o C th c· rn • 

o cc a~; i o 11 :> that he cu u l d not 

r;u:ir·<inten. th .. t it 1~ould 1· c:n;1in p:n·ty pDlicy or th<!t , jf Lnbour· 

~;<:!'\.' re-elt!f;\.(:<1 iL \.IOULd be: impll!f!1CnLcd. vi 11 ct. h c· r· th i :; reel i n r, 
4 

c!L·rive:.: Cror:i ; 1r1 inn.:1Lt! dif'!'idPr1cf· or· i:~ tlic r·c:;ull of contact.~; 
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of Hackney by 

Til e lrish, hC' ~;:l)d, WCT'e LIH.! lilr'i~·:sL (!lI1!lic Inajol'lty in I1riLGd.n. 

T h (')' 111'111 L /' rl d j ion 3 11 Y v 0 t. e d 0 v C' r' 80 Iq 1. ,j b 0 u r' cJ. n d had I) L' cri 

1,('" Cl _ e d by t h l' P;) l' L Y as in :i L ~; pocket. T 11 C Y arc 110 t !) i) re 
Cl n y I" 0 r ' for I, ~! tJ 0 II I' U n 1 c ,'3 S L hey G \,; L I-J 11 <1 t t. h c Y W c1 n t, Cl un i t e d 

He cl'i ticj ,')cd Lhe Labour poU cy document quoU ng from 

;1 :; V L elf: c n L by the l! (l 1 d :l n'" So C ) pLy 0 r So cia 1 i s t L (l \J Y e l ' ~; vi ~Ii ch, H h i 1 c 

;! C !-:r 1 0 '.J 1 e d gin I~ l},,, L iLl/ Cl s a m Cl j Cd' S t e pro n: Cl r din i L oS <.! d v 0 c a c y 

r f ;j u r. i t c d J I' t· 1 i1 n d Cl n d its r c c 0 C 11 i L ion L 11 Cl t P r' c v j '0 U S P 0 1 i c 'J had 

i:l L h Cl tit Cl t the s a IT, e L i In e c a 1. led for a \·1 i t h cl r a 'vi Zl 1 0 r t 11 (: g u a r ClI \ tee 

but r' '; c 0 C n i ~;'2 d L hen e e d r 0 I' con s c: n t . L<nJl'ss said that a Labour 

5 r:: n ~~ (; b U L t 11 <l l \I i t h d r 'H.J cll s J1 0 Lt 1 J b e ace 0 rn pan i e d b Y Cl P a c I< age 0 f 

!' 0 C i ct 1 a /l d l' con 0 mic i nit i a t i vc:, . Swe d C:I h f.l d not de m Cl n cl cd" he 

rig J l t 0 f vet 0 0 'v' e t' fin n j S h po 1 i tic <l 1 d e ./ C lop III e n ton bell a 1 f 

Cl f t. he" :3 u b ~, L Cl fI ~ i a 1 It S I.J l~ d ish rn : l j 0 r>1 t y i!l r.i n 1 il n d • , In c.onclusion 

} j e q 11 'st ion ,,: J L i .• ; r i e h t. 0 f il r I y B r' i t ish PCI' :'J 0 n toe I' i tic i .3 C the 

1 l' j ~~!. Con::; i. i t. lJ \. J (1 n a S C 0 Tl .; C ~;; ~; j 0 rl ~; 1 ·,It I .-. n B r i t ~ i n r c qui re:..; i L ~.' H C ?. d 

o f ~ t <I t ct\,) :; 1I t)!:; cri beL 0 Cl !, pe c i. r i ere 1 i g ion <l n d l' C:"; C t'V e s :3 e Cl t S 

jr. tll(~ House 0:' Lortis ['or dil~nit~l'ics ol' tIle same r'c1igion. The 

~:. t. r e r 1 r; L i I 0 r t. h i: C Cl t h 0 1 i c. C 11 U re I'l i nth (> H cpu b 1 i c i s n 0 L b <:I ~ e don 1 a w . 

'\ . 
Sol e y n n rJ (.:! L h e f 0 1 1 0 ',} i n g p 0 1 n t sin res p 0 11 !.J e t 0 q II est ion s 

{ \-! hie 11 1I n for t IJ;: 2 t e J y ',·1 C r e r Cl r' cl y po sed con c i ~_; e 1 y ,! n d vi c· re f r e que n t 1 Y 

no ;';'H'(: than "itlJ(; r' incon!;c'l~I' nLj~!l r~!r':uli[\c'~~ or' cOii,:nitted 

Tb I.: Lab 0 'I r p () 1 icy doe II Men L 0 n T I' (' 1 il n d i;. no L un i 'I C r~; nIl y 

(J eel' ). t e d ''''; 1 Lt. j n l. h f! P t1 I' t Y . l!c Le] ievc3 in it. (Lhour;h he wa~ not 

involved in dr'ctn.inr; iLl and j!J trying hard Lo ~;hOH tll,J\;. it is 

Cl good policy. I'I'evioll~\ govL!I'n!ll<.:nt~; did no mOI'c Lll:ln 1't::T1Ct 

L 0 c.. r i Sf! S ~ 1\ d t. r y L 0 :, t I Y j u :, L :1 1 i t L 1 cbi t.. a tie ~I d 0 r t h f; Ifl. 

Ji ~ ZtC kr owl-'ul>'(j on-f1 !lWI', l~r' of OCC3.~;iOII:) that he cvuld noL 

t:ll:-lr'<.lnLcr'! Lh:tL it Ilould l'c::J;l.in p.u'ty policy or thaL , if LClbour' 

~;(::" l'c-cll!ct.c<1 j L t,./oul (j be irnp1 !f'lc ntcd. ~ihethel' LLi:, j'('('lirlg 

(ll'I'iv,:,: fl'OI:1 ;Irl innf1Ll' djrl'jdpfIC(! Or' i:, LtIU j'c:jull of conLact.~; 
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;?n ex-pr·nliat.ion ofJ'iCl't', hr: ornoscd poUtic:al .·;LaLus f'or 

i l I p I' j ~; o n e 1' :-; • Th e ca ~; l~ r o r· ~' u cl i :.> t :1 l u :; i s l1 a ~> e tl on L l1 e vi a r 

fJ1·1nciplc <lnd tl;e r·cquir..:·rnC"nL:; of U1° GenC'va Convl~ntinn~; 

are not. thcr.-·. T o a c h n 0 w l (' d r, c L h ·~ J fl fl a 11 d 1 l: L I\ a ~ l c g i t i m a t e 

b c 1 1 i g i:: t' c n t ~, i n t ll c s c n s c or L tie Con v c· n ti on~; w o u J cl lJ c to ... __ _ 
-

conc:r>de i. n ;:id v <1 11 cc 1 e G i t. i rn zi c y t.. o Cl uni on i st z1 r rn c: d 
---~J 

the f;vv1~1·nmenl of a un;LL 1~d Ireland. 

--------
vi t, e t h c r o r n o t .:i unit~d ti(· c 0 '.I! t: :; pa r L 0 r I~ I\ T 0 \-I 0 u 1 d 

f o r t I i e c o v c 1' n m e r1 t. o r t.J u n i L c ct 11 · e 1 a n d t o cl r· c i d c • Britain 

n o 1 o n e, e r h c! s ~. h c s a m e s t r a L e g i c c o n :; i d c r a L i o n s a s i n t h c p Cl s L . 

Ui: Lr·orJps Co1' 1J•)r'thc1,n Ireland i11 plc1ce: of' briti'.;ir t1,oop:> \·1ouJd 

.............. ~ -- \. , .. • • ... .- • \ ..... - ..... .... .... J ..: .. ~ .... .... ; • • - ..... -.. ..... ' ..: - .... 
~' ' \..I ._, ~ l. '-' .J .Y ' J v .... u .... c..;. L v \.. \.J .L u '- Ll. J.. I' t.I ' l .. '-.... .... ..1. '- '- • 

.,~ \. - • • • • '• "I .J - • '- I~ .,,;. -. • • 
J I J ~ J ,1 U U J. U l 1 V L. I\. 11 V \'Ir 

l. l 1 e d i f Ce re n t c. om mun i L j es .'.1 n d L ll i s 1 ;1 ck o f' kn o 11 l ~ d l~ e ~1ou1 d 

r ;, c i 1 i La t r.: u n j on i s t cl o :n i n .:1 t. i on . 

l-1 e '"' o u 1 d :.-. u r ;; o r t. L h c i d e ;i :..; o r a n fl. l l - l :' e 1 a n cl p o 1 i c e r o r c e a n d 

c r, ti r· t s . 

\ 
j ·.i <: n G i b b or.~ ( Conser v n L i v e on 11 <i rn :n c 1 • ~· rn i th Co u n c i. 1 ) as l< e d vi h P. t 11 r~ r' 

r· l~ f' c 1' e n <l u :;1 on .'.1 b o r t i o n w o u 1 d h <! v c: a v c 1 · y d e t r j m c n ta l c ff cc t on 

Soley replied LliuL 11hile he dicl not believe as 

i ~> o f L r_: n s <1 i d L ha t t he I r i s 11 [~ o v er· n rr. c n t i s no t s e r j , o us a b o u t 
\ 

u n i t y . L a lJ n u r p o l i c y c o u l cJ n o t b e n a d c t o \·I o r· k u n 1 e 8 ::; L h e 

r; o '.' •: r n :n e n t o !' L h c H c p u t>l i c a J so t' cc o ~ n I s c s L ha t Pro t c: s La n L f ca r· s 

o:· uni '...y di'•' 1't:al. 

tit:.: ~;up po 1 L :;; t hr• La b o u 1~ Par Ly Cori r c :· •' 1. c · re:~ o 1 u L j on t. ll a t p 1 a ~;t, i c 

ti u 1 1 r.: ts sh (, u J c t; c b a n n ,. ri . A b a n , h o 1.-1t; v c r , c o u J d n o L b c 

implr·mc.:11t<·r1 OV"?'nigl1l '.;jnc · ~;ome 0Ll1r:r· mell1od rnu.•;t tal:e their 

place. 

rn C:- ':! t j n g :~ <! t. t. h e Con r c 1·1.' 11 c c 11 :\cl : ; u r. c; <' ~; t. c.: d o LI 1 c.: 1 · p ) ~; :; i ii j 1 i t i <: :> • 

11 c ll <1 :1 rn ;i cl c; 

I 
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,1/"1 cX-pr'nt)<lLion off'icl!I' , lI e oppo~;cd po)jt.icaJ .'Jtatus for 

il i P I' j ~; 0 n e I' S . 

[n'lnciplc url(! the r'cq1Jir'-'fIl('nL~; of the Geneva Con'll~'nti(ln~; 

,1 I' e not. Lt Cl'''' • To Cl C tJ n (> \-J 1 (, d f, (\ L h t! J fll\ l~ Jl d T 1; L A Cl ~ 1 c g i t i m n t. e 

belli 8 (: I' r!r1 t !~ i n t IH~ (' C n :3 C 0 f t h f! Con 'I (~ n L i 0 Jl :3 wo u 1 cl bet 0 
'~ - -

-' con (; e cl e j n f.l d v <If 1 eel (' r; i t i rr. l1 C Y L 0 <l U n i 0 I I i :3 t II r en e d r i grH -
4- -

.lt~~1in::)t the (ovt~I'nmenL of <l \lrJ/lL':d Ireland, 

~-------

f () I' t tl e Co v (: I' n 11: e n t. 0 r (j U 11 i L c cl 11' e 1 a 11 d t 0 cl (, c j d ( . • Britain 

no longer h2.$ LhC' sarr;\~ s ' raLegic c;on"ideraLions <1:3 in the past • 

• , .... ,... ~ __ \ ~ 1 •. ......... . \ _ _ ____ -. _ J .: .. ~...... .... ..; -- ..... ~-~..... , , ..; _ 
~'" \.J Viol. 1..1 .l..,Y 'J V""" u..... c;. b v '-- \..J .J.. \...I \.,.. U J..', iJ' f ... \..,.. v J. ~ \.; • 

.,~.. _ .. • • .- •• 'l..J _ _... I '" _ •• 

, I I t.; Y f'l U U ..1. U , 1 V l... t'\ 1 I V ~'II 

t i 1 I~ d i f re r' C n t. C Cl m in U niL j 0 S ;) n d L II i s 1 a c k 0 f' k n 0 VI 1 f~ d g e ~I 0 u 1 d 

r (I C i 1 i t Cl t 'j II :) ion i std Cl:n j n;1 t. ion . 

C()tl/'t:J . 

\ 
1 ',I d n Gib b 0 r. !; (C <) n s e r v n t. i \' C 0 tI 11;.1 IIl:n C: 1 ' ~; n; i the 0 U n c. i 1) a <' l< e d vd 1 p t 11 e r 

L hi..: C 0 rr.1~1 i t I:: (: 11 L by t t. e two In ,!i tl P a I' L j ('.'J i n L h c l\ e pub 1 i. c t.. 0 n 

~' l! re T' e n <l \J :01 0 n c1 b 0 r' t ion \-J 0 U 1 d ;1:] Ij (' a v (> I' Y deL r' j In (: n L Cl. 1 c f fee ton 

Solcy replied lhilL \Ihile he djcl tlot ol::J.il!ve as 

j" 0 f t (" n ~ ,I i cl L hat the I r ish [~O v e!' n rn C I! t is not; se r' j 0 U S Cl b 0 ut 

u nit y, L a lJ I) II t' po 1 1. c y C 0 U .1 d not b C m a d c t 0 \,10 r k u n 1 c::; ~ t.. h e 

[j 0 \! .:: I' n :n e n tor the H c P II b 1 i ca) :::; 0 I' C C 0 ~ n 1 ::; est h aLP rot (: ::; L 8 n t rea I' S 

0:' uni t.y <11',· r'\:lll. 

tlllllc·ts shc.ul l1 be bannc·.j, 1\ b <1 n, h 0 \It~ 'I er , c 0 u J d 11 0 L b c 

irnplf\r!Jcl1tcc1 oV"I'nigllL :;jnc" ~;Olfll' oLI1f:I' mcLllcld rnu~,t lal:e their 

pl(1((', 

jailo) Lo J('(~l'!nd \.JIICI'C! Liil't'C' i~ il C<t:;v fOl' it. II(~ ha:. mad,: 
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tl11· obj1~ction::> ·ir·c. I' ;1 t' t o /' L I J( • pro h J en; j s Ll1 e po \·I c 1 • o f t h c: 
pt' i !>on off i cc 1' .; t.. t' ad e tin ion . 

h r;; j s n o l i t; n <J 1' i n £: v i o l C' r 1 c e b u t i t i s a s y m p t o rn D n d n o t t h c 
In thist 

c n [', ;-i !~ •: d in l>r' .~ :!l . i n g the !<1 ·,1 p :1 r Li cu Li r· l y i f c l cc L c d . 

I! e j s p 1 · c p c:i l' cc~ t. 0 ta l k to .Si n n F c i n '' n d to ~ n yon c not over L 1 y 
r ~~ ~ 

c ;:i u s (' 0 f t h c r t' 0 b 1 c m . 

Cearoid 0 F1rc,in 

,. 

\ 

'1_:• __ ...:..---~ ......... ----------~-

_ I1 -

t } I'.; () b j I~ C t i 0 rl 3 01 r' e • 
I' ;lI' L 0 r L h (! P r' () b 1 0. n: j s L h e p 0 \./ er' (; r the 

P /' j son 0 f r ice /' :; t.. t' ad e 11 n i 0 rI 0 

11 f! Ls PI' C P () (' C (~ l ') t n J k t 0 Sin n F c i tl <If I d to 0 <:J n y 0 n e n 0 L 0 v e r t 1 Y 

he j:; no 
In thi~, 

i n () I' in;:, v i 0 1 e I1 C.; b u Lit i sas Y IT: pto rn iJ n d not t h C: 

c () use 0 f t! crI' Cl b 1 C III 0 

C (' :1 rei d 0 i1 r' Cl i 11 

\ 
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Pm::ss RELEASE l·H0:-1 : CLJ E SOLEY 

]J\!Hl!IJ{ II' nrn llA'.J'·IL!{5~1111l NOR111 

Ol'l'llS I 'I !Oi\ Sl'OKL "1A' ON NOH1l!El{ 1 JIU-:LA D 

Sp,.akir1g to the Irish .'ational Council in London this Pv0ning , C1ive Soley reiterated 

Labour's cormnitmcnt to a unitc•cl Tn•land by coml·nt . 

He quo c·d from the policy docum0nt ag1f·0d hy U1P 1981 Lahour Party Confen•ncc,which 

statl'd that , 

" at the heart of th·:s progranm1f' is a lone ;i.nd ck<>ply held bcllr>f in thr Lahour 

Party that Ireland shn·1lc1,h) p0ac1·f11l lli(';'l!lS and on thr ha is of onserrt,h<• united 

and the r<>cognition that this \-:ill Ii<' acliicvc•cl \,'ith :ocialist policies ." 

"Ir Solf•y said that insufficiPnt attc·ntion hacl l>1·0n paid to Labour ' s plan to win 

consc·nt. B0 accept<'<! that it would !H' impo~:cihlc· to achi •vf' unanimous support for a 

unitc•d Ireland but he believed that it would hl• possible to demonstrate to the majority 

that a united Ir.eland would llf' in thPir hcst intPr<'sts and offered ·a realistic way 

forc~ward . 

The r,uarantec r,iven to the pPoplf> of 'orthern I n•land must not be used as a veto by 

the Unionists to prevent political progress . Any British Government 1 had th~ . .right to 

}Pgis]atl' for all the people and in doinf'. this thf'y could df'monstratc that progress 

towards a united Ireland was po;sib]c• in a 111.inr1Pr th;i.t was r.<'sponsive to the needs 

of both communities in 'orthern IreJand . 

Mr Soley admitted that to achievP unity would require a r,reat deal of political 

skill and determination . r\o-onC> U1ou1.,l1t it wa. coinf, to bP Pasy. 

" The ar,ony of the prP:;;Pnt vio]l'OCt' '11HI th0 <'1orio11 of ci il richts in Britain , 

Northern lreland and Southern ln'la11d must lw ~·toppl'd for all our sakes ." 

lie made no apology for c p 'aking oper1ly about a uni tl>d Irc•land and refuted criticism 

that such talk played into the hands of th<' parami li tarics . 

I "On the contrary , an open political dt>bate on all the future options undermines 

support for the paramil i tarics ." 

To those who advocated silence on the suhj0ct of unity he said, 

"We have kept silent too long ," and challenr,cd pe>oplc to explain what good silence 

had done the people of 'orthern Ireland. 

Contd •• , 
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PRESS RELEASE I· Hmi: LLI E SOLl~Y 

l.ABOUR 11' 101{ IJA'·r·Il·.J{S.nTII OHTII 

OI'J'OSI"llO,' 51 OKI· .. '·tA 1 0 1 OH1HER JJ{ELA D 

5w'aking 0 the Irish 'ational Council in 1,on(\on tll e ev(>nin~,Clive Soley reiterated 

Labour' commi tment to a llni tc'd J )"pland by con! ('nt. . 

H, quo ed Lom he poli c docum('nt a,'1 (>ed hy the 1981 Labour Party Conferpnce ,which 

stat d hat, 

" at th heart of th:. proerallUllP i5 a lonG and c\(>C'ply held belipf in the 1.abour 

Party that Ireland hould,hy pC'ac( fill mpans and on t}w basis of onsent,hf' unit d 

and the recognition hat this will 1)(> aclii vPc! with sociali t policies." 

·lr Sol('y aid that insufficient att('nt ion hac! 1)( en paid to Labour's plan to win 

cons('n • Hp acc ·pted tha it would hp illlpo!'. i1>1£> to achiev unanimous support for a 

united I 'land but h be1i ved that it would be possible to demonstrate to the majority 

that a unit d Ir land would 1)(' in their hest intC'rpsts and offered'a realistic way 

foreward. 

The guarantee giv n to the people of 'orthern I n·land must not be used as a veto by 

the Unionists to pr vent political pror,r(>ss . Any British Gov rnmentlhad th~".right to 

If'ei late for all th p ople and in doing thl!"' thC'y (ould d('monstrate that progress 

towa ds a united Ir land was po!'sibl(' in a JnarlrJ<'r that wa r ponsive to the ne ds 

of both communities in 'orthern Ireland . 

Mr Soley admitted that to achieve unity would require a ereat deal of political 

skill and det rmination . ~o-onc thought it war- r,oing to be ('asy. 

"The aeony of th pre t'nt viol('[\ p and the C'lo~ion of ci i1 riGhts in Britain , 

'orthern lr ·land and Southern In~lalld mu. t be topped for all our sakes ." 

He made no apology for peaking opC'nly about a unitC'd Irpland and refuted criticism 

that such talk played in 0 the hands of he paramilitaries . 

I 
"On he contrary , an open political debate on all the future options undermines 

support for the paramili aries . " 

To those who advocat d ilence on the . uhjPct of uni ty he said, 

'~e have kept silent too long, " and challeng d peopl to explain what good silence 

had done the people of orth rn Ireland. 

Contd • •• 
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:·lr Soley succ0sted that the :insccur:i Ly fPlt li_' 111a11y ll11:io11:i•·ts v:as in no small part 

du£> to the reluctance of succcssiv British Gov1·rrnr1<>11t5 to iucorporatc them fully 

nto the United J\ingdom. The Conservative>~ ,who 1ail'.•'cl to b0 tl c party of ttic Union, 

have a) ways tTPatcd Nortlwrn Jrclancl di fff'l 1·11( 1y frO!'I t lll' re· ·t of the llni t<'d ringdom. 

lie> conc!Prnncd the tendency in Brito.in to i gan1 t JH· 1 i sh <ls irrPsponsible •. nd unable 

to [jOVC'I'n themselves. Tlw Iri<h proli]l•Jll was also a Britisl1 prob1c·m. The solution lay 

not only in 'orthern Jn·1<tnd but. a1~o in London and in Dul>Lin. 

'l'IH· tr2r,c·dy for thl' ppop}P of NortiH•rn 1rP]and \..':l.S that tlH·y only had nceative power. 

Tha is .-Jiy London and Dublin must. givP ]c>:"HJ<•rsl1ip. 

Turr1in13 .o the imple1.1Pntation of Labour's prog1ar11r1P,Mr Soley said that it would be 

a rni~:;t<lKl' to draw up n detailed plan to achlevP unity but outlined 

sornc of the measures a Labour go\'!~rnment might ('Onsich•r; 

a commiuncnt to a unit·d ln>larnl by cow·rr1L, 

·:: PXL ·nding am! dl'\'(>}opinc thC' comrni t tt·c·s sc L up in the 1080 Thatcher/Haughey 

ta1ks, 

·:; ;i commitment by hoLh Briti~;h a11d Trish Co\'('rnrr ·nts to alJow joint citizenship 

rights, 

~·; tlif· cr·;ition 01 an All-lre)and Economic Dcvc·lopm<'nt Council, 

·:: harmonisation of 1•conomic,polit:ical and social institutions so as to dirnirii·.h 

thC' relevance of tlic bordc~r, 

~·: I'S tablisllit I'. a parl:iamcnta1·y ti"r to thr> Pt'L•sc·nt i\s!;c•mhley, 

·:.- •'stabli sh:i nr, a Hr:i t ish-lri sh Counci 1. 
.... -

lo-one,Mr Soley said,could d0firn exactly th !,tructure that m:i~ht 0volve,but a 

frdc·ral system could offr·r the grca test hope• and sc•c1nity for the people of Northern 

Jrcland. 

It was essent'a1 that tile Unionists wen• civc·n mon• conf1dPnc<~ that their legiti.mate 

rights and traditions would be rcspPct<'d in a unitPd lrelancl. Many people in BiiTh:i.n 

felt that the Unionists \·:ere being un ca!,onah1y intransigc·nt hut Mr Soley felt that 

this stenuned from the inherently unstable :ind insc!ctirc posi t:ion that they hact occupied 

since 1920. 

Mr Soley recor,nised that he was asldng the Unionists not only to change their national 

identity but also to join with a nation corrunitted to a different religion. 

Amendments would have to be made to the Republic's Constitution so that the religous 

aspects would not auLon:atically apply in the North . 

Britain had begun to mo'"· towards a united Ireland in the 19th century . It was time 

that prooe~~ 'nd th Labou movement was ideally placed to achieve this. 

2 
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ill Sole)' sUGgpstcd t}:1' the insL'cud ly 1 1 h" Iliall)' lh lorli' ts \0:<15 il no small P< rt 

dlf' to the relllctanc of successiv Bdti ... h GOVI' ' run llts to illcorporate thom fully 

into tll0 Unit. d Ki.ngdo:n . Tllc COllsu":niv • ,~-1ho lain,l ' d to hp tll partv of th~ Ullion , 

llnve nlw::! 'S tTC'atf"'d , OI"Uwrn 1rcl:1J1I1 .}i rf<') ('JII 1)' fr'ol t Ill' re"'! of t:)w llnj tc'd n ngnom . 

lie' onciPlnn'd the end0.ncy in TIri tain to rf'!'a)'d • hI' 1 r1 sh as iJ rt'sponsiblc • ncl unable 

o cov('rn thcms'lvcs . Th' ]ri~ll prol,]"J[! \.,'af' al<o, ThitisiJ probl(% . The solution lay 

not only in 'ort.hern lrr']and hut al!-oo ill London :111d in DIJllin . 

'1')11' tr"r,< dy for tlH' )lC'oplro of ;\ortlll'rn h<'land was that tlH'Y ollly ltact neGative pOlo/cr . 

Thll is ",lly London aJld Dub 1 j n mllS t I', i VI' 1 <':lUI'J sb i p . 

Turlli ng '0 the imph'Inf"'1l tat· ion of L:lbour I S progr :lnunr> , :'1r Sol y "a id tl,a t it would be 

a rni!,taKI' to draw Up:1 detailed pl:111 to achiC'v(' unity but outlined 

"omp of thC' mcasul"t.. :1 Labour co\,PI"runellt m't;ht t'onsider j 

.. :t a lo~mnitJncnt 0 ~ unit. d Ir<lClnd by conclnt , 

',': I'xt.0Jlding and ci'vI']oping the' (,()Ilunitt(·ps spt tiP ill t"he 1(80 Th::ttcher/Haughey 

ralks, 

.:. fI commitment by bOLh British aIlti I i.h Cov T"l1IT '/Its to allow joillt cit:izenship 

rights , 

-:: till' cr·ation ot :11l An-Ireland ECOllomi D('vl'lopmpnt COUll-il, 

.. :: htll"P10nisarl0n of l'COn01Tllc , polil' ical and ::;or1:11 instituLlofls so as t.o dirainjr,t, 

the rplC'vance of he bonkr , 

,'; "stabl ishin!~ a Ht i tish-lri sh Counci 1 . 
...... 

lo-onc , 'lr Soley said,coul<l d fine (',',It.tly th ructuTC~ tha might (~volvc , but a 

f(·drral system ould olff'r the groatpst llOpe and S('clllity for tit!' p opll' of Northern 

lrel::tnd . 

It was cssent'al that the Unionists 1.J('rt· r,iv('1l morC' onfidl'nc(' tilat thei.r l£lGitimate 

rights and traditions \.Jollld b rcsppcted"in a lIn'teri ire1and . ~l any people i n Britain 

felt that the Unionist c i·:"re bf'inlj un ea:~(lnably intl::tnsig('nt: hu t-1r Soley fe1t t hat 

thi'" t£'mrned from tll<' inh !'f\ntly ullstahl(' and in ('curt' po . 1"10n that they had occupied 

since 1920 . 

Mr So l ey recor,nised t.h:1 t ) lC was as){ing t he \Jni ani sts !lot Oil] y t o change the i r nationa l 

id ntity but also to join with a nation corrunitt'd to a diffeJ'ent religion . 

Amendm'·nts woul d havp to 11' made> to the Republic ' s Constitution so tha t the religous 

aspects would not auLo .. atically apply in the North . 

Britain had begun to m0~ towards a united Ireland in the ]9th century . It was time 

to compl te that ~W()c' nd Ch Lahou!.· mov'ment was idC'ally p lac('d to ach iev e t h is . 
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