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A COMMISSION OF" THE IRISH EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE 



JRISH_ COMHISSION FOR JUf;TICE ANT) PEACE .----_ ...... ,_-..._-- .. _ ..... _-_._----
- A Commission of the I~ish Bishop's Conference 

STATE~ENT ON THE HUNGER STRIKE AND TRE prOTEST IN THE ~AZE 
"PRISON NORTHE RN IRELA~n 

Issued by the Irish Commission for Juctice and Peace, Wednesday 
8th July? 1931, at 17.00 hours, in Belfast 

FoIl 0 \<1 i n g the de a t h 0 f J 0 e :1 c Don!1 e 11 ~ \-.] hi c. h the I r ish Co mm is s ion 
for Justice and Peace learned of th's morning with prfound sorrow, 
we now wish to clarify cert~,_'rl I~-" Ol'-11ts . °t f _ 1n a sp1r1 0 : ~xtreme 

urgency in the hope that 3 resolution at the M2ze Prison can still 
be "achieved, yithout further loss of life. 

On Mond3Y last? July 6th, 1981,'the Co mmiss ion prepared 3 

Itatement for publication. .\t this sl~ag~ ti1e COl!l)n::" sion had met Hr 0 

{i c h a e 1 Al i son) M. P .) 0 n f 0 u r 0 c c Cl s ion s for a tot a 1 0 f m 0 re t h an 
\6 hours. The statement rrepar ~ d on Jul y 6th is issued herewith and 
;hould 1Je read as part of this statement. 

The Commission net ~r. Alison on the evening of ~ondaY$ July 
t h 1 9 8 1, and pro d u c e d t 0 h i ~ Cl cop Y J f 0 u r s tat e \L e. n t · The state-
ent contained a true sumoary of the essential points of prison 
efor~ that had energ d in our discussio~s. We informed him that 
he hunger strikers consider ed the points t 1 be the for ma tion of a 
e sol uti 0 n 0 f the h u n g f ' r s ~ 1." i k , p r (I v : d 2 \~ t ' 1 :l t t he y 'r e c e i v e cl 
ltisfactory clarific ation o f detail a nd confir~ati " n by an official 
[ the N.I.O. to tnem personally of t he com~i t n cnt of the British 
~vc.rnl7lent t8 act ac c ording t .t the spiri t ::' :ld tll lett e r of o ur 
tat emen t , 

We strongly emph asised t o the ~inister of State the importance 
. i ill ne d i ate act i o n ins end i n G ,q n 0 f f i ci a 1 :'"1 f the t: 0 r the r n IrE: 1 and 
J ice tot he h un g e r s t r i k 2 r s) r art i cuI a r 1 y i l' vie r..J 0 f the i D~ i n en t 
at h 0 f J 0" e t·1 c D () n n ell . The Minister accepted that our stateoent 
fleeted a tru e p~cturc of what he had indicated to us to be the 
sition o f the Eritis.- Govern;"1 "nt, SF.VO " in t \-ft"J resp~cts. 

He s t ·a t cd h "Th"!l'" that he did not accept th e prase e brlt1sn 

er t Id b der'''' '"'"'0 .... 1 1 ,-., .. ~~"11"f{-_"I-- i -:::'11 " ~n~! h,,- sU~~\.-2s t ed th 2 t n ra e n ~..] 0 '1 I e u r _ ,J. Le J.. '-'- - ~ t.J 

Should read '1in the considere.d ·Jicw or t:"le Irish CODr:1issi0n for 
ltice and Peace, the. B:-itish Governi":-l€nt vl ould be tlnd~r a ooral 
~ i gat ion IT • T his f o r ID 0 f v] 0 t' cl S "\,·7 e '.1 C'. C e p t t 0 h e cor r e et. H e a 1 5 0 

~ed that, apart froe the c1othi~g reforM, which he accept ed as 



being an absolute commitncnt, his understandine was that the specific 

~ " iIs of the other reforms were meant t o be illustrative cnly. 

This understandin g we did not accept and we stand over our state

ment in full, save insofar as mentioned above. 

By the conclusion of our message the Mini'ster accepted our 

urgings to the point at which he proposed that one of his officials 

be sent with a governor of the Maze Prison to ~he prisoners by mid

morning at the latest on the fol1owin3 dorning, July ~th, 1981, as 

it vas essential that clarification of the British Government 

position be madc so tha t th ere could be no doubts in the minds of the 

prisoners. 

He agreed that , clarificatio n should be made ,. in the spirit of 

our discussion and in the light of Mr! h tkin's statement and his 

(Mr. Alison's) letter of Tuesday, Ju ne 30th. It was also agreed 

that the negative as well as the posi tive sid e would have to be put 

to the p~isoners. 

Given the assurance, we agreed to suspe nd ,th e publication of 

our detailed stat.er.1ent. He were a11o,;!2J t e telephone the prison 

chaplain from Stormont Castle to ask hiD to .. convey to the hunger 
" 

strikers that we would not be £,0 i nz., In t l-v see th eE on Honday night. 

It was by then 10.1 5 ~ .m. 

'We asked the cha p lain also to inf o r n them to expect an NoI.O. 

official in the Qornin~. The chaplain later that ni gh t confirGed 

to the leJP that he had been able to c~Dvey the L2 SSB S C to th£ si x 

hunge r strikers in t he hospital. 

At 11.40 a.m .) yesterdays Tuesday, July 7th, we were a s·ed by 

'the N. I.O,. t -o cors.e t o Stor!"~ont Castle to set=: thee. In response to 

a query from the C c~m ission we tvere t .01d that ne-one ha(~ yet been 

from the NoI.G. to th e pris on. 

We declined t o see th e British Government a g aIn until their 

Official had been into the prisoners, and asked for an assurance 

that a visit would take plac e immediately. Otherwise we ~ould make 

public the commit~ent 2 iv en . 
It, was for this reason the press were 

called to this h o tel f 0 r 1.00 p .n. yesterrl~y (Tues da y). Just bef o re 

Our press ' conferenc e we were info~-r:led that a:.l offic·ial would g o in 

that aft ernoo n. 

that n0- 0 ne had yet bone in to the 
We were told at 4.00 ?oo. 

lJ Ln (.·, oin <~,. in and that a document prison, but that someone wou G~ t 

. drafted' . " of clarifications was still belng 



... -~ --

By 5.30 ·p .m. it becane clear tu ~s that the British Government's 

intenticn was to send in the docu~ent but no officials. 

We, the I r ish Co cn i s s ion for Jus tic e· and Pea c e, too k the vie w 

that suspicion was a ~entral difficu!ty {n arrivin8 at a solution 

and that the rrisoners' suspicious would te furth2r heightened by 

the 3bsence of an N.I.O. official , es?ecially since one had heen 

expected, and that the result cOuld p erhaps 1)e the rejection of any 

document. 

We communic ated this ~nce Norc by phone to Mr. Alison himself 

at 5. 55 p.m. y esterday and yet n~ain a t ~ · 7.15 p.m. At 8.50 p.m. we 

wer e told that an N .. I. tl . off.i cia l v!QuId go J . U to see the prisoners 

with the prison gove r nor This later was explained to 

mean an ~.I .O. o ffici ~l t o be In attendance while a prison governor 

read out,the ~ritten Jecument. 

At 10.00 p . c. Mr . Alison personally telephoned the Commission 

to say that there would be no-one Bo in g in that nisht. He said that 

the 0 f f i cia 1 \.;r 0 u 1 cl 1 ~ fj 0 i n C i nth e f 0 1 1 0 ,., i n g ill 0 r n i n g ( i • e. t his 

morning ) but t hat the delay you l d he tc th~ prisoners' benefit. The 

co mmission nembers exrressed alar~ at this ~evelopnent . We we re 

also assured of th e c ondi tion of Jnn ~cD0n~el l. 

He he a r cl t his co r n i n g t hat J c e l·1 c D·) n ne 11 has cl i e d • The N.I.O. 

inf ormed us that at about 6 • ..JO a . H . a n '~'. f [ i c i [t 1 of the N.I. O. was 
I 

on his way to the _L"iZe !)ri~c:1, v.lith :~ statenClnt uhich was to be 

rea d t o th e hun 3er- stri ke rs by a ~rison ~ cve r~or in the presence of 

an :~.I.O. officia l. 

He h a v ere c e i v e cl a cop y '] f t l! E: S t Co . e ili;;;: n t ~v e t Q 1 i eve t 0 h a v e ~ e e n 

read to th e pris oners. 

\.Je canno t rc ~- ard it as a s8ric'us a tt enpt to s 2e k a resolutions 

in the li ght of th e discussions vc haj and ~ f the position clarified 

to us by the Minister. 

We believe that Mr . Alison ~irnself ~cted at all time s Ln good 

fcith. 

1.'S t n ~ ... ~ll the truth 1.n this m~tter . Our cOfJt::li t!Ileat J '-

Our tellin ~ 

of the truth can 1n no r,·7o..y be intcrpretc~9 in fact it would be 

morally wron s to interpret it, as ~n 

We rep eat wit h e ve n :3 rea t e r 2 l:i P h a ~ i s 

ex~us~ f ci r hatred or violence. 

our c2.l1 f o r a rejection ef 

ViCllon .... e> ~c:: ;n ()11r rt.qt0.f."8:1t of ...Tune 3r d~._~ _________________ _ 
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We ha ve set o ut the truth J_n an endeavour to achieve a solut-, .. ion, and we ~ eli~ve n solution is still possible without further loss of life if the truth is honoured. 
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