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The Mini ster for Fore ign Affa irs recei ved this
morn
requ est Miss Sile de Vale ra, T.D. M.E. P., Mr. Neil ing at thei r
Blan ey,T. D .
• M.E. P., and Dr. John O'Co nnell T.D. M.E. P.
At the outs et the Mini ster said that he had decid
ed
as quic kly as poss ible to thei r requ est for a meet to respo nd .
ing-H e unde rtook
to conv ey what they wish ed to say to him to the
Gove rnme nt for thei r
infor mati on.
Mr. Blan ey said that each of them wish ed to conv
ey thei r impr essio ns
of the situa tion and thei r ideas on how the impa
sse
could be brok en.
He said that we all kne l ,., how the pres ent si tuati
on came abou t. What
was stark ly clea r was that what wa~ need ed was
a willi ngne ss on the
part of the Brit ish Gove rnme nt to avoid . a blow
up in Nort hern Irela nd.
The clim ate was "tend er" and whil e the Sand s situa
tion could cont inue
for two or six or ten or even twelv e days , it could
deve lop into a
conf lagra tion. What he woul d like to bring to
atten tion was how the
matt er could be reso lved . Depu ty Blan ey then went
on to refe r to
the five hund red priso ners in Long Kesh who are
enjoy ing priv ilege s.
In addi~ton to these , he said, theLe dre in Brit
lsh priso ns Irish
priso ners who have the cond ition s whic h are being
dema nded by Sand s.
'In Port laois e, also, he said ,con ditio ns were as
littl e as make s no
diffe renc e equa l to what Sand s want s. Depu ty Bla~e
that Sand s is not seek ing by name "pol itica l statu y went on to say
s". At the close
of thei r conv ersat ion with him he had rema rked
that he had neve r
ment ioned poli tica l statu s. Mrs. That cher and
Mr. Atki ns were
harp ing on poli tica l statu s.
It did not matt er what it was calle d,
poli tica l statu s or apec ia} categ ory but there
was an irref utab le
-case why Sand s shou ld get what the pre-1 976 priso
ners have , what the
Irish priso ners in Bri tain have and what they have
Brit ish also asked how could they be sure the priso "down here ". The
ask for more . The answ er to this is that the Brit ners woul d not
ish have the priso ners
insid e the jail and can cont rol them - they can
if nece ssary take
conc essio ns back . The priso ners howe ver need to
have conc essio ns
deliv ered to them .
It had looke d in Dece mber as if they woul d go to
the end;
they had given up and now felt wels hed upon . Depu
ty Blan ey said that his impr essio n is that there are many
more priso ners ready
to go on hung er strik e - up to twen ty more , who
are very deter mine d.
Depu ty O'Co nnell said that he did not know why
he had been asked to
visi t the priso n. He did not belie ve that anyo
ne shou ld die for a
prin ciple . . He did howe ver feel stron gly abou t
the posi tion of priso ners .
He felt that loss of freed om was enou gh. He had
found Sand s rema rkabl y
stron g but othe r doct ors he had met in the priso
n were very fear ful
and felt that he had six days at most to live.
Depu ty O'Co nnell then
refer red to the conse quen ces in Nort hern Irela nd
of the death of Sand s
and the poss ibili ty of a spil l over in the South
.He said Mrs. That cher s'
intra nsig ence is impr essiv e but that there was
a
get the Brit ish off the hook by conc essio ns in form ula whic h could
the field of work and
othe r area s. He refer red to the fact that there
is no troub le at prese nt .
in Port laois e. He went on to say that if some
thing could be done ,
poss ibly behin d the scene s) he and his colle ague
s wou~d withd raw
imme diate ly. They woul d be delig hted if the Gove
the probl em. He went on to say thati~ his' view rnme nt could snlve
. there ~as littl e publ ic
symp athy for the hung er strik ers but if a solu tion
were reach ed there
woul d be grea t natio nal relie f.
If the Gove rnme nt inter vene d - even if
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JI"it filed - the effect would be good.
inte~vene, it would be condemned.

If the Government did not

Deputy Blaney intervened to say that it should be recognised that the
vote in Fermanagh/South Tyrone and the reaction to the hunger strike
re£lect deep national conditions. He agreed with a comment Deputy
O'Connell had made that the reaction in British newspapers regarding
the activities of the three M.E.P.'S had been very .critical 'and added
that the press comment was a reaction to the squeeze on them by world
\1/ide publici t y .
Miss de Valera said she agreed with what the other two M.E.P. IS had said.
The question of political status was being used as an excuse for not
giving in;there was a way out and this would not involve any question of
principle.
Deputy OIConnellsaid that Sands had said that free association would be
in the interests of the prison authorities in that it would . help to keep
the different factions apart.
Miss de Valera and Deputy Blaney made a point that there had been no
reaction from Unionists after the visit to Long Kesh and they interpreted
this as indir.~r.in~ a Unionist interest in improvement of the present
prison conditions.
Deputy Blaney said that he had been active in contacting the Commission
of Human Rights, the Reagan administration and others in America and that
he had put down a resolution for debate at the next session of the
European Parliament which begins on 6 May. He said that interest is
wide among M.E.P. IS. All of this he said would add to the international
publicity. Miss de Valera added that she was aware of . tremendous ; interest
in-the Netherlands, France, Canada etc.
The Minister thanked the M.E.P. IS for the information they had given.
He said he was glad to be filled in on the situation and brought up to
date. He would convey this information to the Government, which would
proceed from there as a Government. He would do this immediately.
Deputy Blaney said that timing is 'important - it would be a tragedy
if Sands died even while progress was being made.
There was then some discussion about Sands' background and the offence
for which he was convicted.
Deputy Blaney ' suggested that what should be said outside was that the
three M.E.P.ls had being bringing the Minister up to date on the
situation.
The meeting then terminated.
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press release (copy attached) . ·was . issued.

