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Std" .5.!2Y. c>I\. pr~J!Jt'!.. 
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~unds for ViSlts to the '~ited 

SDLP c.nd others , 

There are a number of possible w~ys In whicil th8 fund proposed 

by i'~r. Hume might be establisn~di so.w.= .suggestions are set out 

below . It might be as well ~o mention at the outset some 

considerations which would be likely to arise with a fund of ~h~s 

k ind, however constituted. 

An important consideration is whether a fund of this kind would 

appeal to sufficient Am~ricans to make it a profitable concern . 

There are already Several established funds active 1n the 

Un ited States whose purpose is to draw contributions from 

we()lthy Americ .:ms for wo!:" hy cau<:;('~; i:1 Ireland, includln<] 

Northern Ireland . F'orcI:lOst ,,)111011<] these is tl e ll"eLmd Fund, 

though there are a 1 so l"() 1" nd 's c!1 i lc1rcn, tLe In tL' r Church 

Emergency Fund for Ireland and the American Irish Foundl.lion . 

In addit i on, f r equent fundraislng vi s its are made to the V . S . 

by charita ble organisations such as the Glencree Centre for 

Reconciliation, Tyrone Crystal , various Cooperatives and 

individual church und youlh groups . Cr.:1ntcd, t. he fund whI ch 

Mr . IIUlllC hds in mind is of u different kind but iL is 15 'tll'J I 

to remember that m.:my VIC·l1thi n r , well intcnt10nea Irish Arncr·ic.ll1s 

h, vc been apprchlcl.cd ,11 l"c.! .... ldy for Vd r. lOUS wor ',w!l j 1 ( Cdl r.v· . '. I d ~ 

is not to SdY c: It tLere 1.., not d l.lr<j~ rescrvcir 01 u.nl. , t./J'LU 

interest which might contribute . 

SO!Tl0 or Le Or9d n.lSc..ltl ons dire c.!y in tl L' field h IVC: !Jut 

considerable effort into th,;..ir fund r()ising .:..nd migr:t not 

we l cnn l ~ " cofTIpetilion". l\ way to dvoiu this prO~)lel'\ :r..i.gLt 

be t o try to involve the establ ishe d organisutions i n t he proposed 

fund. 

The political aspects of such a fund, both in Ireland a nd the 

United States, would need to be looked at carefully. A bas i c 

prerequisite would be bipartisanship in both countries to ensure 

continuity and forestall any accusations of one-sidedness. 
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Or. the Irish front, there could presumably be no difficul~y 

about sponsoring visits by SDLP members but might lhere not be 

difficulties about Govern ent sponsorship of Unionis~ politicians? 

And would Unionist and other non-SDLP poli~icians accept 

s~onsorship from a fund of this kind? 

It may be expected that Representative Biaggi and his supporters 

c ould oppose the fund in view of the i r opposition to the SDLP 

in the p ast . 

If a board of directors were to be nominated by the two Governments 

great care would clearly be needed in choosing the people invol.v d. 

The sensitivity of such a fund ' s activities is obvious . Also 

it is the CJse the t on the Northern Irelund issue q~twrally 'orne 

of those who have been prominent in helping and promoting 

Ireland over the years hJve not seen eye to eye at all tImes 

with the Irish Government Presumably it would be possible to 

g e t U.S. Gove rnme nt suppor t, whe the r in t he fo rm of direct 

i nvo lvement o r i ndire c tly (e . g . as p a trons) through suc h figures 

a s Speake r O ' Nei ll and Depu t y Secre t ary of State Clark . 

(i) AmericiHl Irish FOUntl.ltion . 

possible model for the fund , consisting as it do~s or Cl 

U. S . regisLer·d corpar Lion s"'t up under thl! ;)uspi.c, '~ , of 

the [r ish Clnd Ameri cc n GovernP'\cn ts wi th consic! rab) , 

initi a l imput from official sources . It h as a board of 

dir'-'c 'ors originally nominated by the Irish Govcrnr[' I'nl , 

stated ch.:lrjtt1hlc .:llm~; .1l1d rules of procedure . The 

certificate a nd articles of cor poration of the' Founlidtirln 

are attached. The Emba s s y at Washington might be asked 

to find out if the re would be legal difficulties aLout 

setting up the proposed fund in similar terms if this 

approach is to be pursued. (It might be n o t ed th~1 

Art. 2.10 of the Certificate of Incorporation provide s 

that the Foundation will not "in any way, directly or 

indirectly engage in carrying on propaganda lt
.) The 

Embassy could also presumably advise on other particulars 

such as the likelihood of being able to secure a suitable 

board of directors. 
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The Ir0l~n Fund. This is an entirely independenc b 

also set up as a U.S. charitable corporation. Its 

President is Tony O'Reilly and its directors conSlst of 

distinguished ... ,eal thy Irish Americans. There lS an Irish 

Advisory Committee. This body could also form a model for. 

the fund although the Ireland Fund specifically deSC"l es 

itself as non-political and nen-sectarian. Again the 

Embassy would need to be consulted on the legal aspects. 

(iii) It would be pOSSible, instead of forming a Corporation to 

have a less ' formal ad hoc body consisting of nominees of 

the Fricnds of Ireland, which would seck funds from cJroups 

such as the Ireland Fund, the American Irish FoundJLion 

and U.S. charitable funds such as the Ford Foundation ~nd 

the Cdrnc~iu TrusL. 

(iv) Another alternative to un ind pendent Corporation would be 

to ask one of the established organisations to extend its 

activities to include funding this type of visit on a 

regular basis. 

Decem})""!" 1981 
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