
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2011/39/1801 

Creation Date(s):    [28 September 1981] 

Extent and medium:   1 page 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



• 
• 

r-,-;---;..-.-,'-.. .,------,..------l-··----'----j 
I". -.! I I I, . 1 :;- f j -,: l '\ • 

• .\(':~ns Cl'I:h'!!:, 
~t..:..:..-:: :.:..::-,;;;r...:.. .. r.: ... _,.--i 1 

' ... ' , '/'('\' P .'" " 'C" '~'I J" ~ ' .. .. ut.,. "'"t.\ .. ......... I..l 

/: i),stnct lo:(//c;l:or. 

Tu i 1:- d rvU', 
/). )/l4:,'::;' lHc)rc. 

I J;O:.;.;IIIIOII, 

CO, 7"yrvt:t', 

'J'd"iIIJOI:l': lJvll~,:h"Wrt.· 36S 

U-tditUCllC0 et 
FernlUIl(lgh, S ()ll t11 TYl'0110 

STA'ff ... \3.NT BY ~lR. AUSTIN CUruUE. PARTY SPOKES~WI ON NCR::~: SOUTH AFFAIfiS, 

ON DR, GAR.R£IT FITZG~RALD' S COr..'1E1JTS ON R. T.E. RADIO YESTERDAY. 

The SOL? aces Dr. Flt~~era1d's remarks in the context of 1~tjlons 
h?ld. ~sl tlon on a pluralt::;t Irolnnd and ehan~es in tho Cc.:.:ti tu tilon. 
Wc welcome without re~orv~tlon the Taol~ench'o co~n1tt~cnt ~o pl~r~llsm. 
nnd We share in the violon of a New Ireland ba~cd on tho n'"n-Qcct.l.rlan 
ropubllc~l::;m of Tono ~tnd D~v1!l. Wo shn.rc in tho belief tr.at CM.neos 
arc required in the con~titution but beliovo what 10 nccdod ia a 
totally new con~111ution which would principally ecp~oloo the rights 
of Dlnoritleo rnther than major1tieo. 

But, as wo have learned fro~ touch experience, idcal1~o unfortuately 
1n not cnou~hf and mu~t bo tempered with practical cor.~ld~ration~. 
Tho prcocnt Irl~h constitution ohares with other ~r1ttcn con~tltutions 
and p.1.rticularly tr.at of the United, State3, a deliberately In-tuilt 
rcs18~~ce to c~~~e. 

For th16 and other roasons the SOLP would favour 3n all y)rty approach 
to tho~o m.~ttcr3 and would I--1.rtlcularly welco:"\o an opportu(,l ty for 
all group1ncs 1n tho l10rth u> contri tute direc tly to the dlocusslon. 

At the very least, Dr. F1 tzeerald's l"Cm.a.rks present an opportunity 
to 11ft republicanism from the gutter throUGh which 1 t has been draeged 
for the past number of years. He deserves our thanks • 
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