
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2011/39/1783 

Creation Date(s):    June 1981 

Extent and medium:   14 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



What the 
papers say 

CL r-.. . "'~1':::: 
~ . ~ . 
~#~. 

~.it?f1..- t.,..,: 
~~ 

' .. 



,THETIMESi 

U TII E N.\ IT RE 01 thl' offl'lln'!'> (omm ith·d hy t hI' 1 RA ,Ihlllld ,11011(' cl i <Ilia I iCy their Illl'mul'r, It om (IJ i Illill~ pol it i( a 1 "'1.lt \I ... . 
Tht'y ~1I(' uot./ultilt· l11n,! p.ut. (Ollllllll!nl'I).!.,lill,t tilo,(' p(·oplt' "l\Om tlll'\' hold n ' !'>llI)Il~I"ll'/nl Ihl' policy thl '\' ohil·(t to 
Tht' ~I('alt'r pluportioll 01 thtl't' '" Ill) h.t\·l· dil·d and h,t\l' \)t'('1l Injured hy I R.\ ,H li(1I1 ha\'(' h('l'lI illllllU'llt ill !t\' idu;lk "lto 
have' IlO 1" · ... ,)()II. ... ihility . I"del·d . ill 1Il,IIIy ill,laU( (· ... lh(· I R.\ h.\\l· Il('illll'r I..llm\ 11 IlO!' (an·d \\ hn "",1' li,lhle to Iw l..ilh·cI. By wllJt 
\oJ.!,i( (JII 11( It illdi~<Tillll:ta\(· \'iolt'lIn' he d,lo; .... ·d a ... p{)lili( d (I 11l\(' j\l,tif) il\~ pn' /( ' I(' lltiJ\ tn'a lllll'nt 01" 

[THE GUARDIAN I 
UTIlE CE:'\TR ,\1. <1('11\ ;'111<1 of the' IRA - - for dc'at' political !'>tatm - tullllot he rkarly m('t. To lin'Il!'>(, killill~ of paN'r,-hy 
alld «'11,,, ... 1ll .. k.('I~ llS \\'(,11 <to, of 'oldi('I'" alld poliu'IlI<'1l j .. 10 ~i\'( ' ("'('ry nilllillal with" pa.,.,ill~ political ('X('II'l' In'(' li(t'II( '(' 
withill the' r('a I Ill. llow do you '<,\)"I'<lt(· a hallk rohl)('1' for IRA IlIlId, and a bunk roub<-'" from Ih(' Ea~1 End who p1(';'I<\" tltat a 
rundlllll (;1-C el('( lion h'afll'l tllnH'd him into a (:rook:-" 

"OR( ;,\;-.: lSED (ivi li'l ,d ~o\·(·l'Il11\(,llt. wilh it-. ('ollt prom i,('o; and toi<'ranu", i .. IIna( «·plahlt· 10 ('Xl J'(·mi~h . Tht'Y III ",t ~c·t 

their 0\".'11 way ill ('\,('rvtlting' and Ih(l,(' \\ hn l'l',i,t tIlmt p('ri~h . Thi, i.., thl ' tyranny of Il'rrol' ; \)(' it liI(· II{A. Iht· Rc'd 
Brig'a<\(" III Ital\' , Baad('r - ~It'illhnl III (;('rlll ;'llIY , the Ba ( j\l t' 1("101 i,h ill SpJill . Ill' '-< 'on" of !'>i III i1a I' Clrg'ani,aliotl, throughollt 
tIle' world . Brilain Ita., a( tvd with a dq!,n'(' III J'(· ... lralllt. 1I111111a~illahl(· ('1,,·\\'llI'n· . " 

"M R SA!,:I)S cI('malldNi politic al .. tal", . hilt It(' had won tile' politi(,al .. tat", whidl matt(·r .. wlrt'1I 11(' topped tlH' poll in Ill(' 
F('rn1alla~1t hY -i·lc·ctiulI . " 



"lIl":,\(;ER :o.tri\"ill).'; i, ,1 fairly famili.lr <!t'\in' \\hirh nortllJlly fail ('\('11 to pnKlIl'l' la'till~ bllw flit Ihtl .... · \,ho ( '11'1"0\ If 
ThoSC,' who ,Iwuld \)(' .Hlmin' 1.11(' tilt' (;O\'('tllnH' llt (p:lrti( \11.1 rh, Iht' :\01 Ilwlll Ilt ' lalld (Hl iu') flll ih 1t'.ldl.l'IIII·" . II" I'll 'U 
alld llH'di(,tl t;lff, "hu h.I\'I' h.1(IIO .ttl<'lld tll tl\\' Il\\lcabn· det.lil" (11 thi:o. ~ri'h' ,tll.III , ,llId Ih., 'l ' lllIIlV (UHt" \ 1.1 • . 1111· 
HHIIlIl'd Oil tll Illl'l't \\ ith \'i~1ll11 alld n"lralllt ,dl,lll','(' r pl.lI\' tltl' 1 R.\ Ill,;y h,~\'t , to .I\ " 'Il~III)!, \\ ith innllu'lIl hlood '.HI h 
nilll(' a~ainst him,df." 

"llOBB \' SHnd, ,lood for tyrunny - tll(' (hu'k IvruulIY of 1('!'r'{)I' hy !!!~, b:::~lb ;: ni\ ' ll~ I'ian'd to mallu ilnd kill IImu..p( ' l · till~ 
!:l:W'Ci,:" ! I.Hi ll i , d('Il\aJl(I~ to \\'('al hi~ 0 n (Iolhn. 10 h(' l' , ("(I'>('d WOI k. to \)(' atl(l\\'l'd to mill)!,I,' \\ ith otlH'r IRA pri,ollt'r" 
h"l'll J!,ranl('d d()( ' ~ anyonl' imaJ!.illt, IU' would hav(' lx", ,, ('ontt'l\t:' Of ( ' Otll'~' not. I It.' wOllld ~imply ha"t' dillllwC\ to tn',h 
h(·iJ!,hts of dfrolltt'ry , " 

iJ"iIJ) 
~ 

"'1'1 lE ... lNER,i\L of Bohby Sallds wa~ an Q('fusion of ~t'lIuim' grid tor Iht' m{'mh('r~ or hi, family hut th" IRA did it'i hest to 
makt, it a IIw<.uhn' pr()l'a~allcla cirrtl' The ritual of Ihl' "O -t ,dl('(\ fulllllilit :lI y hOllour, at Ih(' ~ra\ <"id(, with 1lI,,~\..('d ~lIl1nll'lI 
!'>o!t'OInly firill~ \'()II(·y~ into th(' all i., a g,allj!;~t( ' r~ ' pan,dy of tilt' rn()vill~ trihlllt " whi( h liJ!,htillJ!. 111('11 traditiolJally pay to 
comrad('s wlto fall ill tll\' (\( ' ft'lIn' CIf h()IlOllrahl(, (all'.t'" Bobhy S,,"d~ wa, (Hit' who \\'11('11,,'1' willill~ly or IIl1willill)!,ly killl,d 
hilll\(,lf to fllrth('r Ull ('vii (l't"at1(' , 11<- ~\a!'o thl' 1001 o( wit ),,('d (t}Il~pjr'Jt()r' who, if tlll'Y (.\(.1' took control of l ' blN, would 
brillj!; tll(' provill(,(' Jlollg-ht hUI blood,hc'd. tyrallny alld d(·,o\.Jtioll." 

" IN TII E Ion!!; run tl\(' hallot hox off('r'! the l)(·opt(· 01 !"ortl\('f'Il In'land the·ir only hOI)(" Viole'II('(', like' tll<' d('ath of Bobby 
San<h. offer'! tlwlll Ilothill~ , " 



"TilE 'fin' d t'lllalld " (of tht' hllll ~t'r ,tri\..t,\,) ,11\' a 1ll(':ll1~ 10 an ('n<l -. tht' undcl"minin r 01 tll(' ",Iwlt· p .. i~on ~y~tt'Ill. and . 
uitimah'ly. tht' Briti h n"!l()ll"lhiltl\' tor :\(11111"111 Ilt·1.1I1I1 . ,\11\ j!.o\(·rnlll(·nl \\hi<.h )!.;tn· "".IY to 'tiel! PI( ' ''~lIn ' ~ would Ilqt he 
W()J Ihy (If thl' 1I,I!lW . all I wOl\ld d<.· ... ·I"\"(· lil(· ch,to ... Ihat rnullt'll . ~Ir Tklt< IU ' I" i" flllt ill th,lt Illollld . " 

L TE 

"IT .IS "i!!,llilitanl that .llot a "illgl.· (rililal n ' plt',(,l1talion Oil Ihl' (;0"(' rt 1IlH' 11 I \ halldlill!!, nf tht' ~t;lIt' hUIl):'('r 'Irikl' ha .. bt'('1l 

n'( ('I\·l·t! iI Olll IIlIy lon'l!!,n gm t'nlll\t'l1l \\ hi 1(, tht' on hl·~II·:th·d <1('111011,11 ;tlilln~ 11"'1 ha\ (. la kt'l! plan· do 1I0t 1"(,11('( I I"q)/"('~'lIlali \"t' 

i~'\", ,, " 

Birmingham Post 

"WIIOS": I>F. .. \TII should m()~t lrouhh· and ... Iir tilt' cOIl'>('il'nn" of the Ilt'opl('s of Ireland, of Britaill. of Europe· and of th(· 
l ' nih'd Sta\('''~ That. -;df iJlfli( tl'{\ ill 11it' ~1.11t, jail in l 11 ... lI'r hy RutH'11 Sal1c\"" a I('aclill~ IlH'mlH'r of Ih(' I RA, or Ill<' c1('alh of a 
YOllllK lIlotlwr JOiJllll:l M;.ltl!('r ... Illt·rnl(·"ly ~lll\l\(·d d()wn ""hil(' doil1~ ll()thil1~ IllOrt· Ihall coll('(f n'II""~ pap.'''''' ill l.(Jnd()lld(·rry ~ 
Ac(:()rdill~ to Ilw'lt'turil authorili(,'i ,h(' ~lIlllrom whidl tl)(· ... hot w ... , lin't\ h ... d h(TII 1I~('d I\\il(' pn·violl.,ly ill IJ{A ,h()!)till!!," 
Blit "",hich'd(·;.llh ollgh' to .. tit" Ill(' ("omci{' It("t.· of Ir<'l:.IIld, Brituill. l'.urop<· fllld Ill<' l nit('d Stal('~;' 1"11<'r<' (";111 he hut 011<.' aIlSW(·" . 
Only ... di"tortc'd (OJl'Ci(·lKt'. a \vroll~ wn...(' of human \ ·a!tH' ... . willlw 1l10f"(' Illm'('cI hy a dt'ath dt'lih(·ri.l\('ly dl',i~II{'t\ to call'(' 
mi~dlil'l ,wc! ):,1 ('al harm to other'i." 

The Journal, 
Newcastle 

"AS TilE flllH'rullo(lk plan· ill B(·II;.I'i1 of IRA 1J1l1l~('r .. trik(,,. Bohhy Sand ... ma,kt·d 11lt'1I ill ("omh ... , ja<k,·I., \\-'('n' at lilt' IU'art 
of the I)lO«'"iol1 . Many ,hopk('f'I)('P\ and hll',iIH'\,>(" W('rc' fone·d 11) (I",,· for th(· day "a .. a m ... rk of I(·',Wct" . The' «'n'1ll0IlY 

it<,('1f wa'i conducted \\-ith v"hat thl.' Provi",iollu) Sillll F('in. tht, Provi,iollal IRA.., political "",ill~ . dt''>(riiJ('d ..... "filII nlllitary 
honours" . ~1ally on thi, ,ideo 01 th(· Iri ... h ChJIlII('i - and ind(,(·c\ lII ... ny 1)('01'\(' ill tll(' provillcc· jt'lC'1f - will filld it hard to 
<H(·(·pt tht' "('(·<IOIl! of movt'IIH'1ll alluw('d 10 1('rnlri,I'" a ... the'y '>('(' pit. tun', ill tlwir Il('''''''p'''p('r" or w ... tc h Id('\'i"ion film of 
~hoh b('ill~ fired 0\,(' .. tht' coffin . They will ,,1'0() lind it hard le) ~ra,p why S ... nlh .,hould ha\'(' ht'('f) ~iVl'n ,h(' la .. t rilt" of Ill<' 
Roman Catholic Church. lit' did. after all. ("(Hlllllil ..,uitidt' - and i~n't thi., a mortal ~in in tll<' ('ye'~ of the' Catholic Chlln:Ia:," 

./'" 



Yorkshire Post 

" '1' 11 E I R. \ i, .l ' U I1 rt'p l't 'WI\t,1 I i \t ' o f Ill(' }x'\)p k o f ~OI th('11I I1 (, la lid a ' Ill\' R( 'd B ri .. adt"i .11(' (If t ht' p(·oplc 01 I 1,t1y . E\ ('11 frolll 

h i, ((,11 . ~"I l(h wa, Iwld i llV- i ll lh\(' 1I 1 p('op ll' hu't a~ l' i.l1Id Ill.l i-. illg 'I JIl'OIll dl ' III ;llId~ For lilt' 11I l' ''. I ~ ( · .t1\\ a ~' \\" .1' thal hi, 
o;uin<ie wOllld It',l( l 10 "iol t' lH( ';I ' 1I1 (,h' :I ' it .1 hij.H k t'l h Old (' :\plo<\('d J h ,l\ l< l !!. ICII,ldl· ili an ,lire ralt . I1tIlHlrt'd, ()f IIIIIO('(' IH 

p('op1(' h .I\T b( ' ( ' 1l lllllJ(i('n' d " Ild 1ll ;linwd h~ 11ll' I R.\ . whme vi( It Ill' .If{· 11( ' , '(·1' ~i\t ' 1l Ill(' dlOiu' h(' I\\'( '('11 lil(' :wd (It 'alil , " 

" TII E Ill' N(; ER ~tri\"(' , an' not tf) IIlIpro\'(' pri,oll (ondilioll . ill Nort\wrtI Ireland, whirh an' hetl(',. thall in IlImt EUrOp('illI 

pri,olls . Th(,y an' 1nl polit ical ta ll! ' - - Ihe ri~hl of (ollvi( It,d \( ' ITori,ts 10 1'1111 th(,ir 0\\ 11 (alllp «llIlpotlll<l, ; 10 train, 
di\('ipliIH' and plllli~h Ihl' ir OWII nll'mll(,!'" Tht' I R.\ alld ih al'()I()~i:o.h al(' 1101 cOlln.'f(wd ,,·ilh civil lib(,lti(" or I('~al !'t'fol'ln, 
but with viclory in tlwit' t(,lTori.,t ('all\pui~Il." 

I SUNDAY EXPRESSI 

"TI lE VleTI ~IS of t('rrori'ill\ who hav(' \)c 'c-Il mmc!c ' J'( 'd ~ ill(,(' Bohhv S~lld:o. 1H').!,a ll hi, h\lll)!;('r ,tra,(" unlik(' Saluh. had l\O 

dlOi«' ahout Ihc ·il' lal(- . F()I du 'm th( ' I'( ' wc ' rt , Ill) la'l dilch a pp(-al _ Nohodv wallt:-. to wc' a ("flin (arri('d out of tlu' ~LI/(' 

pI i'ion . Blit Bohhy SalHh' 11llll<h-l'ou" fri(-I)(I, plol\l'd to all:tll ~ (' for all th()<,(· othl' r ('oflim to 1)(' c;U'ri(-d OUl to , ' I,t('1 \ 
~ra\'('yanh. Th(,y arc' Ill<' v<'I" y drt·~, o f hllmanit y_ " 

"~"~J)S ill hi .. .,hot't lile ha .. he('o m:.JIIIJHt!att,d hy hi., politi<ul ma,tt'r., with a cynici.,m fllJtdH'd ollly hy (;()('hb('I" ttl<' ('vii 
propaKandi.,t of Ilu' Third R(·it h . The', pro111Ott,d him 'offict'r ( ' ollllllal\(lin~- ill the' M ... ,(, . 11\(')' told him to ,land ill tt\(' 

h'rlll","a~h·S()tlth T\'rollt' h\' (,It'( lion , till')' onlt-Ied him to Iwgin hi., £....,1. 11,· w ... , al~() tuld which \,i .. itor!> to agr<'(' to '1('(', ,, - -
whidl to rC'fu'>('. . 



"BOBBY S""d,, \\..1 l()\l\in«'~IIH' \\..1 . doill~ tlw ri~ht thiJl~ for hi" tJUM' (111<1 lor lrdull<l. It j .. a mutter of profound rq!.n·t 
that thi:- j" 1\ot 'In . I it- \\,1:- ulld(' r tl\(' lOlltrolul fonn \\'ho,,(' only dnin' wa~ to 1I-.c:' hi, lil'a th to ll\;ll\ipulatl' puh!ic opinion 
thr()ll~h llli'pl.lu·d 'VIllI',It h\' \\ h it 11 Ill' ~\lif('rill~' ..InHl~·d . rhl' 'ju,\ demand ' (If thl' 1"1"011(' 1'1 IIw,,1 1)(' plan·c1 aloll~~idl' the 
thol1~al\(\o.. \\ h o. toda\' , (,liT\, Illi,hapc.'t\ ho(\il'" ht'! all~l' of tIll' bOlllo,-:I\ld hullet... of till' 1<'1 fori,\'. . Till' d( ' llltllld~ for political 
~tatll lllU .,t 1)(' \\- l'l~h('llll\ tIlt' 1> .. 1..11\(' \\1111 \h(l~' who \\CI'(' llIurdl'I'(,d 101 ,Illq!'( 'd politic.!l n',I,oll"" 

ITHE IRISH TIMES I 

"lIO\\,E\'EH \\ id('l~ "lIpport i, g,in'n to thl' ()h~('<JlIi('s tor Bobhy Salld" it can ill 110 .... ·11'-<.· Ut' ~aid that tlwrt, i ... a pro('{'~" or 
natiollal m()lIrnin~ ),!,oin).!, Oil . For 011(' millioll pt'opl(, ill ~()rtlll'rll 11('latH\ an' Illounting, th(.'ir own d(·u(1. Th(, populatioll of 
this isl4.llld without that olll' millioll p(·opll' ill 1\0 way r()Il"titutl'~ tit,· nation. " 

Die Welt 
"TilE I lARD la( I J'('lllaill" that Sand" \\a" Irvill~ 10 blackmail Ill<' Slal(' with hi" lil(· . To mak(' poliliod pri'()Il('l'~ of th(·\(' 
rriminals now wOl1ld 111('<111 10 I('IH\ lat('1 It'K,dity 10 munl(·, and \(·nol . " 

Banner Rundscau, 
Bann 

"TilE IHUTISII (;OV('l'I\llIt'II\\ att lll ld(· t()\\ard .. dt'llIiJlld" lor politi(:d t"III" i ... "han·d hy b.l,t alld \\',· ... t EllrolW;t11 
(;O\'(.rJlIlU.I1 ... . If Britain ll&Jd madt· ('()I)(t',,,ioll'" almo'>t irn· .. i .. tihlt· pn· ... 'lIrt· would han' ari"'n in (~t'rl1\ally, Italy, FrJII«·. or 
Spain to makC' ,illlitar {OIKt·",ion .. to \('rrori,,!'> Itl('l(·." 

.' 



Gothenburg Post 
"HOBHY S,\. 'n: \\ ,1,.1 INrori,t , i'\O\" I\l' i, a cit' ad lern)J 'j,t. W(, ()ll~ht 10 b( 'ar it in mind in orat'r not to full into tl\{' trap 
\,het . \,\' t' thllll.. 11I (.1\,(' of and 'ympathi:-.<' \,' ilh 11ll' Illllr<kl'('r mOH' than hi~ \' inim , " 

T ages Anzeiger, Zurich 
"TIlE BRITISlI (;O\'('nlnwllt had no otlwl' rhoin' thun to Jt.t Sunds dit" Whatt'v('r 11\(" (o\our of the ~o\'('rnnl('nt tlwl'(' , , , 

cOlnlll'()mi~ill~ \,ilh tt'rrori~m i, 110 W<Ay of Illa~\('rin~ it. Bobby Sand~, unlih· o\'('r ~,()OO oth('!' il'tjm~ of terrorism ill 
Nortll<'fIl In-land, <li('c1 of hi~ own volition ." 



(Circ 58'.500) 

"UOHU Y S:.tnd, had a r{'("orci of 
\'I0lt'IICl' a ... an 'IRA militallt', 
pl..t< ill~ illlHX'{'lIt lin'~ in jl'opanly 
'\ hilt' bOll\hill~ \\an·holl\(· ... and 

paJ'tit'ipaljn~ in arnH'd r()bb('ri('~ , Blit bt'{'a\l~' of 
massivt' publi( ity 11<' llIay ht· n'll\l'mlwrl'd mainly for 
thc malllwr of hi~ dt'ath aftt'r a h6-day fast. holdil\~ ill 
his han(j., a ~oldl'n cfllcifix pn','l'll\eO by a sp('cial 
papal ('nvoy," 

I TIle WdShington Star I 
(Cif(" '4S,f)11) 

•• TIlE gr('at(,f polt'lllial tril~('(ly in the· Sands aHair i 
not tll(' W<lst('(\ lifl' of that yOllrl~ mUll. who ha ... irully 
did himS(·lf in lvith t\l(' ('n('(Jura~('tlIl'J11 of his SUpPO\(·c\ 
frit·IHh. but tl\(· p()~ ... ibilily Ihul more' inno«·nts will 
di(' ill rdatC'd cli .. turhalH ('S. Add 10 that tht.· haJlU' 
that l 'I ... t(·r\ or<l('al willlx' prolon~(·d - tlw ilH.'vit~lbl(· 
p<'3CC d('lay('d - and tit(' ('()~I of Bobby SaH(h' \('If

cI('stnll'tiol1 is gll'at ind(,(·d." 

New York Times 
(Circ 914.958) 

" (a~A~TI:'\(; political 'itatll~ to 

:".iatiolla li:.t prisolu'''' wa, tried 
in l~)i~ and jlldgt'd a faillll'v in 
l~liti bl'(,~IU:-'<' it s.lIliti/t'd ninH' 

amI abett('d thl' IHA'.., n'nllitiJl~. III tht' word, ut 
Gt·rry Fill. u Cathuli( Sociulil-t \\'110 rq)l('!'!('llh \\'('!'!I 

B('lfast in thl' Ihitl!'!h P"rliullIl'!lt "Within day' 01 
spt'cial cat('~ory statll~ IwinJ,!; J!,rallt('d Ihe (RA w('n: 
on a rampa~(', Within a month Ill(' h('art was torn oul 
of the citv of 1\('lfa,1 wlwre 1 wa~ born and rai'i(·d. Oil 

th<' day ihat \)('ralll<' knowll U'i Bloodv Fridav." :\Sr 
}-'itt dt'~pl> n'~J'( .. tt('d supporting tl\(' C;"Kl·ssi(;n. " 

Colwnnist Anthony Lcwis: 

"A GROUP 0/ /('1'r(Jri.\ts, JII:f(hlv dl~'iclj)Iitled ulId utl('r~v 
bmtal i" its di.~r£'gard for humun It/e. sC!l (Jut 10 ovcrlhrow 

the ex;stiuK orcier a"cl eSlablish a Marxist SIll/e, Its methods 
are murder ancl mlimjdatiml: most 0/ its victims are innocent 
cit,ilians. Such Cl group would be "Imost unive~al{l' detested 
and condemned in this and other Western countries -
n:~he Wrun.sr not 1/ it as tire Provisio"allri~h Repubhca" 
Arl1tv. The Prot'lsiulltJls do not brl1lg an Irish solution 
clos~r; they hrinl( 071 Ihe unworkable policies 0/ ex/remlWI, 

Thai is wily it is w sickening lu see their blackshirt /actics 
romanticised. " 



New York Daify News 
(Cice 1.55".60") 

"HR ITISIl Pr imc' ~t i ni'l(',. 
~1 ;lrt! " r('1 '1'11;1(' 11" .. could l!. lilllt 

poh IJ( J I pI i\{ lIlt ' r \IJ(t/~ to Il' r 
lO ll I' in Il l(' ~IJ / ( ' Pl i~lIn . 

T h"tdwr Il flll ly UPp0 \(' o; ' lI( ha (\ (' ( j , io ll - a nd ' 1I to 

\{' , T o ca \t' III . , wo uld ht, to h ~llld Ill(' ( JtI~( ' of 
UHt'rna t iOJl.J I (C ' II Ol i 'lll U 11 t ' Il()nll(lll ~ vi, ton It \\'lIldd 
'Idcle'nl} (,It,\,:.I It' g UIl - llIllll( ' r~, bOlllhillJ..;' :J/;d ,1\.\;I~,ill' 

tu tll(' hi~h ,,(alioll o f 'fn' ('ciot1l fig ht('I', ' :.Ind d() illf ill ile 
dama~(' to t)w cauw of pc'aH' ill In 'land and aroulld 
dl<' world , fJ 

! Ne\v York Post 
(Circ 624.287) 

UTI I E pal'wtic natUf'(' of Bohbv Sands' h\!\1 act as a 
·commitu·d IRA Illall ~hollld !lot blind UlIVOIH' 10 thc' 
cold-h('artt,(! (Tuc ·lt y for which hi!\ !\acrif(CI' is h('i!l~ 
u!\(·cI . Ili!\ "uicici( ' i, a rallyill~ ~IOlll1C1 fOI ' Iht· «.rtori,,, 
whu form tlH' l'rovisiollul \vill~ of Ill<' I J<A . TII(' ir 
lco,dlJliqtl(· j " ",iolt ' llc(·. Tht· ~re:.ll(·r polt·nli ;.d Irag( 'd y 
in tht' S<Jlut· affair i., 1101 Ih(' wash'cI life ' of 1f,al yCHIIl~ 
0101 11, who lJa ieally did hi\II\(,lf in wilh Ihc· / ' II('()ur;I ).!, ( " 

Ilwnl of his "up}>o.\(·d fri(·llll .. , hilI Ill(' pm\ ibiJ,ty Ih :.l t 
more·innoc(' nt will di(' ill f elal<'d dj':lIrballc( ' , . Th(, 
('ham'(' Ih..!t l ' I'I('r'!\ onlt'al will be' p ro lolll!;t'd _ Ill<' 
iuc'vitah/ (, P(':.I(,(· dC'la\' t'd - alld Ih(' (mt of Hohh\, 
Salld·; wlf d c' fnl( riol ; i!\ g-n'iJl ill(\('('d . " . 

Boston Sunday Globe 
(Cire 710,7:S1) 

" HO BB\' S<l\ld . ~ t p, Com m;llldl'r 
jnllll' IR :\ , j, 110 K( ' \'ill B.III\' . 

11 /, j , 11 01 .lIlo 111( ' r 11Ia /l\,. h; r 
old 1,.·I;1I1d . ;lIlo!lwr Illllrci( · ,. fo r 

l/t (, C ro \\11. I le ha \' it lilll of .Ibll \ t' ;lJld (' . ploitalioll, 
no t by th(· HI ili~h but hy lht, I RA ." 

, "'. . .. - . I LinnStlan ::>clence 
Monitor 

(Cite 172,470) 

"PRIME l\lilli~t<'r ~br)!,ar<'1 Thaldl('r canllol 1)(, 
fuu!t('d fur /H'r '>laUIl('h refusal to lIit' c\('l1lalHI, of tht, 
I RA pri!\OIll'rs ut Mal(, pI i!\oJl who wi,h to 1)('l!;ralllNI 
special slalus <ll1d In'all'd a .. politic;,d pri,olu'rs. To 
du so would hi ' 10 ~i c' h')!,itilll;t( \. to tll(· Provi»iollal 
IRA Ullt! ill\' itfo llli»IIs(' of pri'OII p;·ivilt'J.~(" for plotting 
fllrlllt'r ollt\a~,'()U ~ ,/(I\ of t(,lroli~ll\ . TllO.,(' Ili~h 
AlI1('ricall!\ who .. o mindl(·, ... ,,· c(llItriblllt. fUlld . ., 10 Ih(. 
IRA , .. /tulIlcI h(· ,1\\ ,Ht' IhJI 1/;(' IRA /'( 'c('in'" llIuch III 
il'l wC'upon!'y (and moral 'lIpport) from SO"ic 'l-hluc 
(,olllllri('~ . '1'11(' f..I(t IhJI ~Io\«)w /;.IIId , Bobh\, ~i.llld, 
as a Illartyn'c! fJ( ,\·d,,1l1 fighl( ' r .,ho\fld I!;i~' (' IRA 
.'ympalhis<·n in the \\,(,,1 PUII!\(' ." 

J><lvid K WilliR, Suf( C()rrellpond~nl : 

" . ,. 1'111: IHA tfUt<'l{V I to l one the IJntllh out 0/ 
IrekznJ .. the $CI' ,wno also prt'o IJ/}poses Cl rel'olul/(II/ i" 
SOlllht' m Irelalltl (J~ well - a PO", I impafectlv lI11c/l'ntootl 
abruad . . . The! . . plutform (o[ Pm I' i\l(ma I S,'"n Fe'-" 
pre~ ident Ruari () IJurdtJIgh) JlopS onlv a short Will' [rom 
Commurll'Htt It (cl/lS [or lIat/(malisat/{JT/ o[ hankl'n.£{, [lIIal/C(!, 

i,lSurance, nllntnj[. errerl{\' arrd more. ~f/orkcr·(Ju ' n('tI CCr 

opera/illes would run agnculture aTld ,·ndustry. " 



Houston Post, Texas 
( ire ~UO.20 ) 

" nlOt ' (~1l II\(' IR.\ Ili('~ to 
pin tilt' bbd tlflOl tun' on Sands' 
d '.llh. it won't :-I)('\.. , ~lIld, ... t'IIYl'd 
b\ dwil(' . (11 hi:-- Ia,t d.ln h(, 

wa~ t (·:..t('<I \\'i th n·Ill:lr!"ahlt· t('IHI('nll"~ - laid on a 
watt'I' ··d ,lIld ~('Ilt l~ b,\lHIJj!.t·d 10 ('<1-,(' tht' (ri( liotl 
011 tlw w<l .. tl,d body. Ally torl11('I1t j!.in'll that body 
wa' hy hi'l OWIl al·t (If <it'lllal. " 

Houston Chronicle I . 

(Circ l48.601) 

" LAST year thL' BasCJlI(' ~l'parati~t . w('n' hlalll<'u for 
9~ as ' a~sillatiolls ill Spain. must of thelll polic(,IlH'Il. 
The-n' W('f(' llllnWrOll'i a( t · of viol(,lt(,(·. Soml'ot\(' 
unfamiliar with Spain would think tll(' ('ntire Ba"CfIH' 
r('~ion wa'i ~('(,thinj!. with n,\)(,llion. Not '0. TII('n' .. n' 
ttlO (' than:! millioll I)('opil' of Ba'<tll(' Il('rila~(' in 
Spain, Blit tIlt' ETA (whi(h ,talld, 101 13.,1\(1'1<' land 
and liht'rty) (:lI('rrilla ()r~alli .. ati()1I ha\ f( 'wl'r than 
·100 nH'm\)('r .. . SOIlH'how tilt' idt'l\ i .. 'IH('adin)!, Ihal 
th(·,>(· 100 «'rrori,t, .. peak for all tlw Ba .. (1'1C' pt'ople (lf 
Spat'" it'., th(· .. anH' way ill ~orth('f'1l 11'1 ·1;.11)(1. ~t()~t of 
lhe hanl-worL..ilt~ (a III i Iy oril'lItatt'd p<·opl(. of ;-";ortlH'l'II 
In·land want nllthill~ mon° than I}('~I( · ." 

Dallas Times Herald 
(Circ 249, 90) 

u lH ' R I:,\C hi, fit. t ('nn ill IHi:--(Hl 
Iti,h r('volulltillllary Hobll\ Sand, 
\\-!'o\(· hi~ (ft-(,d : .[ wu .. ~·t to 
«lIth-OIlIII\(' might 01 Ilw lmpt li.1I 

Empin' \\itll ,Ill ~1 - 1 Cl/hint' alld t ' lllHI~h hatt' Iu 

topph· thl' world' ('lIdJ~ SallCh i, dead, tht' "it lilll of 
" ~ 'ilrill~ h:Hlt'd that h,l'" (.I!..l'll ~.(l()n lin'" In ~Ol th('lll 
In·land ill II\(' la" I:! "Tar .. S~llId~ 0,,(411 ,·{·d him'4.·lI 10 

elt'uth ill a vaillt'flol I 10 fOl,(,(' tilt' Briti .. h (;O\t.'rlllll('lIt 

to treat rl'\'olulltionary Il'1'rori~b a:. politiutl pri:--(Hl<'rs, 
ins\('ud of comlllon criminal. ." 

Dallas Morning News 
(Circ 286.955) 

"TI lE WORD 'rnal tYI' i:- ht'ing appli('d fn·(·ly to Sand .. 
both at hOIl\(' ami ahroad. No tal!, could 1)(' 1(, .... 
appropri~lh'. Cla .. ~i('allv tht' martyr - a \\'ord deriv('d 
from tl1{' Cn·(·L., for wit I H.' .... (of Cltri'l) - i., a IlHlll or 
Wolllall pllt to d.·.Hh inr Ill(' .. tr(·I\~th and COli lall( \' of 
his n'Ji)!,'iOlI'i; ( .. ,ilh. The Briti .. h. who l'(·j",t·<I ~all('" 

daim .. to politiod PII'ollt'" .. 1~ltll', did lIot put him to 
d(·ath . 11" comm ittt·c1 'Ilkid(' hy n'fll,ill~ 10 ('.11. " 

4·' 



~an ~rand5Co ([~ronid(' 

(Circ 506.000) 

" lllE (kmand" (for tilt' hUIl).!;('r 
,tli"('r') JPI)('ar 1\,111111(,:-., l·lIough. 
pt'rh'lp~ l ' \l'n II i\ iJI. And many 
\ it' \\ Ihl' Brilj~h (~()\"('rnIlH'nl\ 

1"('~pOI1S(, a~ Iwartll'" and illilulllalH' . l"hat Con'rll -

1lH'1It. hO\\('\I'I, \\01"<1 ha\"(' IW('I) ill Ihl' position of 
admittillK tn tl\l' world tklt il ht'ld pri~ollt'rs l)t'("i.lllw 

or tlll'ir polilic al lwlit,j and llot Ul't·,lUS(· th('\' had 
vioIJt<,'d uiminal 'tatut(·~ . Tl'rmri'l1l J.!.'()('" far !x'\'olld 
the ('xpn'"ioll of political ht·lid ulld d('alill~ ,,·i th it 
clo('~ not allow for ("0 III prom i <,(', a!! I1wny coulltr;.·, of 
\\'t"\('l"n Eun1pt· <lilt! t ' lIitt'd Sl;.ltv~ huv(' J('anlt'd . " 

San Francisco 
Examiner 

(Circ 159.~251 

" IrS a pity that Bohhy Sands cl ;('d but ht, waHI('hld{'d 
if h(' confmed nohilitv with violt'lIn', allcl tho\l~ltt 
that th(· latt('r cOllld hri'll~ his lalld to a 1H'ltl'r clay . Wc 
('xl)('("\ hi ... tt',lilllollial of dt'ath will lIot ca 11'(' II\(' 
British (;O\'('rJlll1('nt to mak(· COI)(t· ... ,ioll, to t(·rrori,m. 
1\!or shollld il 111:1\...(' any. no ilia 1\('1' " .. hat pI in' mu,t 1)(' 
pa id for th(' 1'111(' of law. a lid t ht, nail' of t I ('\'" Ilot a'i I h(' 
\lit imah' dt'( idil1~ POWt'r. " 

Riverside (California) 
Press 

(Circ ~~,3:H I 

"SANDS' d('mallel of Britain for 
!lpc.·cial trl'atlllt'l1t a., a politi(al 
pri\()lwr I' a '!tatu, that ('ven 
tl)(' Irish R('}Hlblic dl)('" not ~iv(> 

to IRA gunnH.'1l such as Iw." 

Los Angeles Times 
(Circ 1.02 L:}~2) 

"S,\:,\ ns wa' a h'lTori:t who 
(tHN' to di('. unb"(' II\(' Illore 

than :!.I)(I() \·irtill\ . of tilt' 1>'1~1 

I~ \( ',Ir, 01 "iolenu' whu had 
110 ('hoin'. And tilt' (lr~<w'j";'lli(l1l Ihat Ill' rt'pn'~' lItl'd, 
till' Pro\,i,jollal Will)!. of thl' I RA. is a h'1 rori,t group 
('o mpo~('d 01 111('11 and WOIIlI'I1 who llI\11d('r alld 
mutilat(' .. \nH'ril:lIlS call play a role uy Ilot ft'('dil1~ 

the "il)ll' I\(t· throll).!;h (Olllrihutioll~ to such organ
i .. atiolls a~ Ih(' Irish ;\;ortll<'rIl Aid COl1ll1lilt('(' whirh 
was on!t'n'd bv a Fe<.\<'ral fudg(' to It'gi,t('r ,I~ all 

"'~('I\t of tll(' I R.\ . " 

~~t £an Diego llnion 
(Circ 20 1.798) 

"TO YIE1.D. th<.' Brilj.,h wOllld 
lw b~)willg to tll<' '<.Inll' plt'a that 
COIlU'S from h'n ori,ls ill ~'vl'''V 
part of thl' \\orld - that a( I:, 

of violenc(' an' 'ollH'how ('xC'll,ahk it th(·\' an' t o Ill 

milted fot a political callw . A (;()\(,I"IIIlH'llt lallllot 
mak{' that (I)J\t(·" joll and uphold tIll' nllt' qf law . For 
tIle' llrili~h 10 hav(' yi('ld('d ill this G1,>(' would haw' 
ht'('1l a ,"\<'P tow.)l"d, "1I' 1('lldl'l'ill~ tht· lri,h I)('opl(' to 
anarchy and {'Ivil WUf." 



.. 

«hi(a~ 
(Circ 7~9.76i) 

H nOSBY Sand, dt'liberah,ly 
alllH'd 'It suicide , not :J:- a proh'" 
.ll4'tin , t \';01('1l( t ' hut ,,-. a 'timllllls 
\0 ( i \ il \," 11'. ~l.dlat\llJ Calldhi 

u"l'd tl (' hUII!!,<' r .. tri\"( ' to 1\10\( hi, (o\llltryml'tl tn 
au,taill from fr 'ati( Hk . Bobby .... mh· c\clibt' ratt' .. Iow 
,uiric\e i-; il1tt'nd(·d tll pl'l'upitate (' ivil ,\ar. Tll(' fornwr 
dt'S('r\'cd \"('l\('ratioll and IIIf1ul'nn' . Tht, I.lller would 
ue viewe d , ill a n 'a . lI!labl(, world, lint a, ~I (IWI j'll1atir 
martyr uut a'i J fallatinal 'lIicid(', who,(' n ·l!,n'ttablt· 
d(·.lth provid('~ no ~uffici('nt occasion for killin~ 
otlwrs" 

(Circ 657.275) 

"SANDS is 110 political idealist. His I()!l~ record 
indicates the obvious ahout his b(·huviour. He is a 
sava~(! t<'frorist. i\ criminal. Th{, Briti'ih Priml' 
Mini,t('r Mar~an·t Thatch('r is ri~ht in r(,fusing to 
grant Sands' d{'mullc!s Oil grounds that his crimes 
W('f(' politically motivat('l\. '· 

Columnist Edward Langler: 

"IRISH AmcrlcLlns t1Io~ll\' beliet·e Ihal /tW(}£/!7I1 Catholics 
hal'e b('e1t mncioml\l s{.(J(Jped up by the Britifh and lorlured 

ill to collfessions (hat WIll {Jut Ihem 11110 a /\fcut' Pr1:lun, a hell

hole that reeks of filtlt , Uollt arc Inrgel\l 7t1 v/lis. 'J'o rIll rd A 1/ 
secun'IV IrtternwalwtH a1'(' reco,.ded un rv Illpe. A ncl the 
Af~e IS the ncu'l'sl mosl modern pn'sorl Itl Europe. Alust 
J RA (I'/te bC/iel'ers in ,t 1/1 ('nca hLlt'f! been I/(Id Thev 'rt' luu 
IfrnJicd I() f ('/ (J ~"(){' In ('IlIa or to look al (he oIlier Ilde of 
Iht' CUlT! . The Inlh u'c./y wllllad\' IrI d,,-ec-ll'm pllrliml to the 
Insh-Am('n('an~ ' wdlingnt'H 10 challengt' ,ht' IH"l' lit/(', to 
hear Ihe Byill IJ side unci to - une hupt's - realise Ihal the 
IRA is: less Ilran ,)IX) ()wlrJ/d flitlckley fretlkt Sltpplied u'ith 
Sot'itl-bloc u'eapons inlent on lurnlng both In:lcmds illlo an 
Allende-type Chile; there isn'l a paln'ol amung Ihe11L " 

Tulsa Tribune 
(Circ 75.994) 

"I F TIlE British (;()vc rnnH'llt 
had uO\\'l,d to th(, demallds of 
ilobby SUllci:-. Jnd rai",'d tht' 
.. tJtU!i \)f hi\l1\(·1f a!HI tht' lRA 

tt'nor ~(Illad, to that of po litical pri,)()II('r' it \\'ollld, 
of (011(',>(' , ht· llll<it ' r ohlil!,.ttion to do lht' 'allll' for 
tht'ir OPPOIll'llb . l'lH' child who ,t<'p" illto a hoouy 
trap alld i'i torn to ribbons would t\H'rdor<' ht' 
('ollsi<.il'r('d not t1H' victim of a h(·inou .. (Time hut 
simply a partitipallt in a political d('1ll0Ilstrutioll . 
Where doe .. this thinking I('ad:''' 

I 'HIE TENNESSEAN I 
(Circ 128.170) 

"BLOOD mOlwy. Thut is till' 
only word to d('~:ril){' the 1lI01l('Y 

gi\'Nl by Anwrican "lIppm'l<'rs 
of till' (ri~h R<'plIblicm Army 

in NOrlhNIl I,,·land . T~\(' morwy hlly~ ~un'i. Imll('\'i 
and (· ,l(plo,i\'('~ . Most often. tll<' illllo('('nt di(' . Bobby 
Sand' death wa-.Il't noblc' , It wa, patlwtic. a .. patilt,ti(' 
as tho'il' who I)('liev(' their 1lI0lWY (·ontribllt(·s to 
any thinK oth('r than wr()ngd()ill~ . " 

. . . ~, 



.. 

Detroit News 
(Cif(' 6jO.57j) 

,,~() CO\'ER~\IF:":Tcan alfon..l 

to (011 ('<ie Ihat '('IHI~llallt act.; 

01 \ ltJ!\ ' !H t' al(' .,0"wI10\\ ,11Icli -
fit 'd In pohti(.t1 J"pir;.I\IllI\\, ' Il\(' 

IRA is ;l({ 01'(\( ' " 110 \h)liti(.l1 ,Ialu' intht· Republic of 

In·land. alld hUllIan ri).!,ht., ~.uup .Ii\..l· \1111\(''11), Inl('r
natiollal. havl' lIot ~Upp()rtt·d its d(·mallel.; for 1'(' -

cov,nitioll ." 

Quincy Patriot Ledger, 

(Cire 82.612) 

Mass 

"W('n' Brilain to cOIlC('de to 
d('malld~ for privil('~('(1 'itatm 
for <. ollvicll'd t<·rrori~h. titt' 1 RA 
would quick ly fi Bd a Illlllll'r 

iSMit' to i~l1itl' ~II't'('t w .. !'fare· , " 

Pittsburgh Post 
Gazette 

(Cire 180,772) 

r 
/ 

" '1111-: I.O(~ICI)I Ih(, hu,it Briti.,h 
po,ilioll j, Olllld , ('111(", a 
(~()v('ml11('llt j, willilll; 10 (1I11<"d(' 
Ihat it ('x('ni'>('" alllhOlily ill -

validly it 1I('C(',..arily will puni,h Iho'>(' who hn'ak Ill(' 
law and harm ollwl" for 'political' f('a,on .. Ill<' way it 
puni~I}(" ~othcr lawbrl'akenand Ilw nwn of viol('J}n' ," 

(Cif(' 248,:?29) 

"TilE ~TROPF .. \:": COIll ' 

mi "ion 011 llU1ll:.l1l Ri).!,ht,.t lid 
:\lI\n(· ... t~ Int('matio llJI I '('( .'lli'l,<1 
it \\'a~ propc:' 1' for lht.' Briti~h to 

rdu~' to ~in' (ollvi('\('d crillltllal~ politl(al .,l;rtlt' 
",hilt.' ill p,i .. on , l'ho-...(· AIlI(·"jC'an ... who Ita\'(' mad(· 
!ltldl (1t'11Iallcl~ on tilt' HI iti~h (;O\'L'rllllu'nt would ht· 
:-,hod.('d ~tl }X'nnittill!!, thl' S~ mhiolwS(' l.ibnalioll 
Army, Ill<' \\'('Jtl1l'r l ' mh.'I~round or any i':a/i or 
Klan ;H , ti\'i~h a 1T(,<;tt'd for act~ of \'iolt-net' to ch, illl 
S))('( iut pri il(·).!,(·s (ltl thl' ~1'O\lllds llu'ir a('h W('I'(' 

political. " 

The Gazette, Montreal 
(Cire 142,256) 

"It i~ a pity that a Illall 'ihould c:ho()-,(' to di(' for a 
,impl('-mindC:'d and irnplamibl(· i<i('a, a ('()Ilfu'iioll of 
vio)c'nn' and p()liti(~. " 



' l;( 

Pllblished by the Northern /rcw.nd Of/ice lltne 1981. 
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