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i'1eetinri Cot Departl1lcnt of Forc;itn Afruir~, 5 l1r..rch 1980 

s. 0 hUiginn Department of Foreign Affairs 

G. O'Connor DepartlT:ent of ForeieD P..ffairs 

B. Smitb Bri tish Embassy 

Mr. Smith claborc:.ted on the situation at tbe Crossm8elcn GAA 

grounds as seen by the British eU tbori ties. L2..s t l:overabE:r the 

GA1~ bad indicated. tllat they \.,ished to build a 2ft ,·!al1 topped 

by a twenty foot fence around the pitch. The British told 

such a fEnce y,'ou.J.cl co:ne vii tllj n 10 metres of tlic helipad 

curront.] y in use r:.nc. viculd 1:1 2.1-:e it diffj.cul t f02' h(~liccpt8r~ :'0 

I 

I 
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Hall/fence: until th8 helip~~d could be relcc2.t.::(; ;-r-nm i tE rr'': S'2r.t 
. ... . t . . . ~,. • . ~ /T . -,.. b pOsl. l.lOn on 0 Cl- ,SllJC v.Ill.oliJ_n ~ne i.rrr.y {uv ·.::.se. 

At tr..e end of Janu8ry the G1J~ said they ,.,ould put it up ar:YI·lc.y. 

They proceeded to do so and it ,.,as subsequently ren:ovec. by ti:e 

Bri tish JlrE:Y. In early February an Order wo.S iSSllCd l.mc.E"r 

Section 19 (2) (C cnd r) of the Nortl:crr. Irel &nd (Ll::e rger.cy 

Provisions) ~ct 1978 under wlticb obstc:.cles up to the 21 yard 

line . (fro);1 the bO~~ line) cc..n be relfloved. 1. map inclict:.tir:g 

the arE.Ci c-.ffccted V.'c::.s annex8d to tl;e Order. 

requisition order. 

L r.C'~ c:-'t"I'C'..,\, 1 l.'''''''·cl--l t'11 r , C'! ..... U.j.. , c...., '" u C:' \.A. t (...;. ... , . (,..4..J,. ..... , \,.,; J .. ~ !-" v c- f<.nce 

There \OJ2.S r:o 1:(',..' 

.. 

-:In tcp o~ th2 
foot ... .'2-11 E.11C. tllj S \o.'<.:s rcr.;c'J-cc by the Ar;ny e2.rJ y on >:or:c~·y );,or::--::'=-.~. 

The CrO\·m ;.CCr'"lt, }': 1'. Keen~ r:;ct Fr. rC'Trn fInd oL[:(:: ' Gkl. oi'ficj:_",-:; 

on Eond[;y "fterncon, but the·sc· on the G_:.J ..... side left the 

m~ctine soon aftcl"'\J[:'l~ds cJ-l(t sc~ic t}j(;)' vlOtlld ~c:.kc t.r;8 :n~lttc~" c,c 

Dublin. t·!::. S:,:!: 1.'Q j:cintc:d Ot.!.t that t};c fence hc.:.d becn 

rCl:iovcd in c. Vu'J..Y tk:l t. v: cuI cl l'cr:~.i t j t to be l'cbui.l L It v.'cs 

cxpe:ctcc t L:..\t. the T:C'.! hclipad in the t;c:~e '"ould. be corq.ll ci,(;(: j 1: 

cur-' y Stlll1!.:C:', ~!lLJIO\lLh tllj S \0.'<'3 n(;~. - f 
l c.: C' :i n:i. 1. e • 

\ 

, , . 

. 

~ I 
~ I 
l I 
• l 

~'1 

I· 

• ! 



I 

" 

------~ --- ---

) 

• 
1 • There appc arcd to be a lad: of C.pprc cL..:.tj on on t.he part of 

2. 

.. 

the Dri tis h Army of the rcperc-uss ions of the wl10J e affc.ir, 

,of the political interest tal(Cl1 in tbe; r.1~-! tter c.-..t the 

highcs t level here and of the impact on pUblj'.c opinion. 

Allied to this 'Y/as the likely impact of the incidents in 

fortbccirninG GAA conventions. 

The fence issue "letS hO\-iever only part of the HideI' probler:~. 

The GAA fecl they hbve been exposed to broken or ev~dcd 

promises on the H1101e ques tion of the J~rlllY pres ence c. t ttc 
( c.r fl ~ ) 

pi tch. Theydmd ffihde a significant effort in 1978 to 
, . 

reach agreeoent which involved amonest o~h~r things ~ 

relocation of th3 helipad, hi[1;~r overflyinr; of the pi t.ch 

by Bri tish hclicopters, m::'nimwn us e of the foot"!J2.11 [rom~.:.1 

. entrance by the British Lrmy and remcv&l 0: rubbls c:J~ t}i8 

entrance. They consj ~.~ :'~d th3t this [..[;recrr,erl~ collaps.:cc 

because the British Lrmy had f:;,ilcd to l~eep its J:.art of the 

barg~n. 

As re gc!.rds the Leed for the fence the Cl.A ..!~TI1s.[;h COl'l;J.:y 

Board have reGulations that plr:.ying fields mus t. be erJclosed 

and in addi tioD the Crossrr.a£len Club considered tr;at 2.b~enC3 

of enclosure fencing h2.d legal implications as reGards 

their control of the }::itch. They had a clear impressicn 

that erection of the fence had been accepted in the js;~r. 

Mr. Smith replied: 

(i) Thc ~an who ~&S secured to re~OVG the rJbble was jn the G~~ 

himsclf but Std. tt could only s['eculate; cS to vIr;y the: rutLJ.e 

was s till the re • 

(2) As re~ards hrmy attitudes it w~s a fact th~t pcorle in the 

Army r,et ki11ed in the c:rcu and tht:reforc th~ hTl:1Y lic:s to 

con~idC'r factors oth<:r than the ~cIJ~i t.i vi tics 0:.' tLc (;:1-.• 

The first priority is to avoid cctlinc men killed. 
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(3) The GAl'. lw_d not supplle'd a fixture' "list to help tlJc l"irmy 
plan helicopter ovcrflic;hts of the pj tch. Hr •. 0 ]lU:i.rinn 
snl_d tb~.lt a fixture list vias not a cut und dried descript.ion 
of activity on the playinG field. People came at irre£ular 
hours to tog out and train on a f~irly spontaneous basis. 

!ire 0 ]lUigin l1 said the basic objcctive should (be to tackle the 
problGm heu.d on by relocating the belipad. }1r. Smi th scdd that - - -
relocc:tion \</as expected to be compl0.ted by the end of the sumrr:f::r, 
but this "las not certain. He asl~ed if \Ve might Ugo up to Cro}{e 
Park ll to dis cuss the situation at the Crossm E, glen Club with the . 
GAA authorities. Nr. 0 hUj;fdnlLrEpljed that the first task ";3_S 
to clear the lines with the British Lrmy to get the -Army to rnrke 
a serious commitment on tIle relocat:Lon of the helipad. If this --
COI!ll":li tllcnt could be relied _ on the matter could tl::en be· put to the 
GAA. VIe must redress the sUbstc.nce ~f the problem. Hr. 8n:'i t}; 
s aid that the LrrilY had removed the fence but not the tHO foot v,ell. - -Therefore the fie~d is le[3.lly €nclos~d. J--rr. 0 hUir-jnn 
considere~ it was --not ~ery useful to dIstinguish between the 
political and lecc.l J:.l -obler:lS. rJhat "i2S needed ",'as a eenui!1e and 
high level und(;rtG.l<.:ing ,-d thin the Bri ti5h l~rmy to res 01 ve the 
si tt~ation. -The key to this ,·,as to reloc8.te the helipad to within 
tbe Lrmy /RUC bas e. Hr. Smt th asked hm-l s Qon v]ould we nE:ed such 
an undert.aking. In :reul v j·jr. 0 hiji l-i ~ln said th2_t. GAA oftic'?I's .. J _'_.,1_ 
had <,.pp::-tT'ently .. had res trained the Crossmaglen Club from T;iaj or 
public protest. There \·,as no deadline, in th8 sense that the Club 
or GhA were free to Iffilnch such a prot~st whenever th~y chose. 
On the ~ther 1181d, the m;:.t ter -Has of gre at uq~ency. The Taois8 ach 
took et very live personal. interes t in the rr.c:.tter an;i '."ould \-isnt 
to sce early results. There '~,as a greClt di:.>proportion het\·;een 
the trivial factors givinc rise to the si tu~ti?n and -':.h~ potsn-':.:':D. 
political repercussions. It was in the interests of bctb 
Govern:nents to remove such ,m unnccess ary irri tan t. The }:ey t(; 
everythin~ was clear~y the relocat.ion of the hclipud, sOi:1cthin.s 
\-'hich could h:lrdl.y take ouch tilr.e if there 'I/ns a seriou~ cC::1r.;i tr.ll:nt 
to it. This cO:iim"i. tm8nt \/ou1J need to be reli-1.blc, 50 &S not to ." add to th~ iloprc~.s j on of lJ~d fed th \/hich t!10 Club hed cot, nnd 



. ' e· 
reasonably early. As rC8(1. ~_'ds deadllnes, :Lt HllS ob'-60u::: t))8.t if 

'. 

the matter · \vere still unresolved at the til!10 of the: pro~o!Jc:d 

meetinG beb.,reen the 11ini[, ter for For(dc:n Affa.i.rs and the Secl'Gt;;.ry 

of state for Uortherll Irel;md, it ·v/ould. lE:.ve to be raised thcm 
and . could be a contentious issue \.;hich ;-Jo.uld have to surfcce in 

the 'public presentation of the meeting on our side. There see:-::ed 

every renson to avoid this, and 8i yen goodHill , every possib:D i cy 

of doine so. Mr._§pi th said he would convey these vie\-!s to :J.is 

authoritics and concurred in the general vicH th2.t it 'Has in the 

interests of both Goverrll.1ents to defuse the situation. 
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