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Extract from llire), IJea,ve Memorial Lectur~ 

Mrs. Ma~aaret Thatcher, 3 Marc h 1980 

IT - IRELMID 

That experienced, thoughtful and valiant fighter for freedom was brutally ki iled 

at the end of March 1979, wi thin the precinct ~f-' O!' the l"iouse of Commons whi cIl lie 

loved so \-1ell, and where he had so many friends in all parties. rThat murcler, of 

course, appalled and angered all those friends and the many, many others vlhen he 

had throughout the nationn 

It shocked too a.ll those survivors of Hitler's vlar to whose cause Aire;.y had 

devoted so much of his time since 1945. 

Airey's death was a severe blo\-1 to me. I had come to value his friendship aId 

advice very greatly. That terrible crime m~ have been intended to disrupt .he 

election. It did not do so. For whatever the sorrow and grief, 'tle were al . 

determined that the election should go ahead normally. The cause ~hich the llurderers 

claimed to support was not advanced in any way by their barbaric violence. 

We steadfastly refused to allow this accumulation of menaces to trap us into 

• intolerance. The challenge which the IRA has been mounting against our poliiical 

system in Northern Ireland is still being contained by the patience , stoicisC'l a':c. 

I the , 
courage of Northern Irish people with the Army aDd Royal Ulster Constaoul~y l~ 

I 

the front line. We often use adjectives such as "heroic" too loosely, "out - ~e 

• endurance of Ulstermen and .-.romen, in the face of danger , and over so 10rlg, fl11y 

• 

• 

enti tIcs them to that desib-:ration. We should remember that tonight, as :~;e ~~:- ~:::e!" 

Airey. Nor should we forget that, 'tlhenever the terrorists have struck :.:: :: •. 

homeland of Britain itself, they have met a united response from a ~~~io~ 

shovm once more that, when faced oy a clearly identifiable menace, it C2.!2 

with wisdom and fortitude . 
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174/80 TIL'l.'P.CHER "l 
J 

.Deopi te theoe years ef bloodohcd in Ulster, the IRA arc no closer to achicvi !/!: tb(!ir 

uim8. It is IocogniscG. in .the Iril3h Republic and 6lse\-Jhcre that therr) 

has ahlays been a clea:c majority of the population of Northern Ireland which 

continues to want to remain part of the United Kingd~m. A survey carried out in 

1978 and published by the Economic and Social Research Institute of Dublin 

clearly showed that -.~ :..., . . -three-<J:uarte.rs of all the people of 
vnsned 

• Northern Ireland, including nearly half the Catholics,/ to retain their. lirJ.s with 
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the United Kingdom. Tho moral of those findings is 'rlOrth pondering very seriously. 

No democratic country can voluntarily abandon its responsibilities in a part of 

its territory against the will of the majority of the popUlation there. He do not 

intend to create any precedent of that kind. 

I hope that the Conference \'lhich is now being held in Belfast under the Chairma.'1ship 

of the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland will suggest w~s whereby the veople 

of Northern Ireland can, wJ.tnln the Unlted Kingdom, exercise greater responsibility 

over their own affairs. They want and deserve that opportunity. 

all 
We areLconscious of the contribution "by Irishmen from north and South to politics 

and literature over many centurieD. vfuere woula even British Conservatism be 

without the great Edmund Burke, or English literature without She~an, Shaw f Joyoe 

and Wilde? Englishmen and Irishmen alike have been inspired by Yeats, so that 

many Irish placenames like Innisfree or Kil tartan Cross are well lmO\m to us even 

if we have never been to that countryo 

Nor can we forget the contribution of soldiers from both parts of Ireland in the 

great wars of this century. In the Second vlorld vlar 165 , 000 nationals of the 

Republic fought for democracy; 750 of therlI tlere decorated, of whom eight were 

awarded the Victoria Cross. The part played by the great Irish Generals: Alanbrooke, 

Alexander, Montgomery, Templer and others, was beyond compare ~ 
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THA'l'CHER 174/80 - 4 -
Despite our differences ovc~ the years, relations between the 

Republic of Ireland and Britain arc still closer than those of most 

independent sovereign states. 

Our COiTlITlOn menbership of the European Commmunity has added an extra 

e dimension to this connect) l:n. on the basis of this and ouy' 
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shared past .I believe that t)1C United ii:ingd'om and the Republic of 

Ireland will build a friture in friondship. 
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