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URGENT 
3.10.79. 

TO WASHINGTON FROM HQ 
FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SIEV 

1. TODAYS IRISH TIMES PRINTS THE FOLLOWING TWO STATEMENTS WHICH 
WERE ISSUED YESTERDAY AFTERNOON. 

2. FULL TEXT OF IRA STATEMENT 

THE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT ISSUED IN BELFAST BY THE IRISH REPUBLICAN 
PUBLICITY BUREAU IS a 

''THE IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY RESTATES ITS POSITION IN REGARD TO ITS 
USE OF FORCE TO BRING ABOUT POLITICAL CHANGE FROM rHE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT. FIRSTLY, THE ROOTS OF THE PRESENT TROUBLES GO BACK INTO 
HISTORY, BUT HAVE, IN THE LAST DECADES, THEIR SOURCE IN THE SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC DEPRIVATION SUFFERED BY THE NATIONALIST PEOPLE. RE
SPONSIBILITY FOR THE POOR CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE RESTED IN STORMONT 
AND WITH .THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AT WESTMINSTER. 

''ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE THOSE PROBLEMS PEACEFULLY MET WITH BRUTE FORCE 
FROM THE STATE, AND PEOPLE WHO WERE EXASPERATED ORGANISED AND FOUGHT 
BACK WITH CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND THE USE OF FORCE. I ALL CONSCIENCE 
WE BELIEVE THAT FORCE IS BY FAR THE ONLY MEANS OF REMOVING THE EVIL 
OF THE BRITISH PRESENCE IN IRELAND. THEIR INTERFERENCE HAS DIVIDED 
THE PEOPLE AND CAUSED UNTOLD HARDSHIP. ONE SHOULD NOT TALK ABOUT 
''MEN OF VIOLENCE'' AND IGNORE THE 33t000 STRONG ARMED FORCES IN THE 
SIX COUNTIES, THEIR REPRESSIVE LAWS, HE ARMY FORTS OCCUPYING 
AREAS, THE PROVEN CASES OF TORTURE, AND OF COURSE THE SITUATION IN 
THE H-BLOCKS. WHEREAS WE WANT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO CEASE INTER
FERING IN OUR AFFAIRS, THEY ARE OUT TO EXTERMINATE REPUBLICANS, AND 
VIOLENTLY REPRESS THE CLAIMS BEING MADE FOR IRISH SELF-DETERMINATION. 
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••FURTHERMORE, WE BELIEVE THAT OU PROSPECTS FOR VICTORY ARE SUPP-
, ORTED BY THE EXAMPLES OF OTHER COLONIAL STRUGGLES, BY OUT CONTI UED 

EXISTENCE GIVE THE DURATION OF THE EPRESSIO, AD Y THE WIDESPREAD 
SUPPORT WHICH WE KNO E CO MAND AND WHICH OUR OPER TIONS PROVE. WE 
K 0 LSO THAT UPO VICTORY THE CHURCH WOULD HAVE 0 DIFFICULTY I 
RECO ISING US. 

''CHURCH LEADERS, POLITICIA A D EST LISHME TS ARE BA KRUPT AND 
HAV ALSO FAILED TO RESOLVE THE MAS IVE SOCIAL A D ECO 0 IC PROBLEMS 

UFFERED BY OUR PEOPLE A D CREATED BY BRITISH I TERFERE CE. 
INDEED, IT WOULD BE CORRECT TO SAY THAT MA Y OF THEM HAVEN'T EVEN 
EXA I ED POSSI LE AY OF SOLVING THE PROBLE • THEY LACK THE COURAGE 
TO HO ESTLY ID TIFY THE ·PRO LE. E HAVE, AND Will CO Tl UE TO DEAL 

ITH IT, UNTIL THE RITISH Dl E 10 IS ITHDR AD A Cll ATE 
FOR REAL PEAC ITH JU TICE CA E C EATED.'' 

IT WA SIGNED Y P. 0' EILL FOR- IRI H REPU LICA AR Y. 

3. PROVI 10 AL SF STATEME T. 

A STATE E T ISSUED YESTERDAY BY PROVISIO AL Sl FEIN ON THE VISIT 
OF THE POPE TO IRELA D SAID 1 

''THE VI IT OF POPE JOH PAUL II TO IRELA D HAS GENERATED DEE AD 
WIDESPR AD I TE EST IN OUR COUNTRY A D ESPECIALLY IN THE CONFLICT 
I THE NORTH. TO UNDERSTAND THIS CONFLICT IT I ECESSARY TO 
COUR GEOUSLY AND OBJECTIVELY ANALYSE THE ROOT CAUSES OF THE PRO LEM. 
THE POPE HIMSELF STRESSED THIS POl T A D ACK OWLED ED THAT IT IS 

OT A RELIGIOUS WAR. THIS IS SO ETHI G THAT WE HAVE ·ALWAY MAINTAINEP 

''THE STRUGGLE IS OT MERELY FO CIVIL RIGHTS WITHI THE SIX-
COUNTY STATE. RATHER IT IS A WAR OF ATIO Al Lt ERATION AGAINST 
ENGLISH OCCUPATIO AND COLO tAll WHICH HAS LAST D, NOT JUST 10 
YEARS UT 10 YEARS, HAVING ITS ROOT I THE OR AN I VASIO OF 116 

''DURING A PREVIOUS CRITICAL PHASE I THIS STRUGGLE THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE All- IRELAND REPUBLIC, 0 OCTOBER 19TH 1 21, XPLAI ED THIS 
TO POPE BENEDICT XV I THE FOLLOWING WORDS 1 ''THE TROU LE IS 
BJfiE6 UIR(ll DI.RO RTIIIR, A D f N ~BRCINJ~Al JHBYRBR llOFO 8lTA 
H VE E DEAVOURED TO R 

LIC ON OCTOBER 19TH 1921 EXPLAINED THIS 
TO ~OPE E EDICT XV IN THE FOLLOW! G WORD 1 ''THE TROUBLE IS 
BETWEEN IRELAND AND RITAI , A D ITS SOURCE TH T THE RULERS OF BRITA 
H VE SOUGHT TO IMPOSE THEIR WILL UPO IRELA D, A D Y BRUTAL FORCE 
HAVE ENDEAVOURED TO ROB HER PEOPLE OF ~HE LIBERTY HICH IS THEIR 
NATURAL RIGHT AND THEIR ANCIENT HERITAGE.'' 



, ''WE ARE PROUD THAT IN EVERY GENERATION THE IRISH PEOPLE HAVE 
- RESISTED AGGRESSION AND MADE GOOD THEIR CLAIM TO NATIONAL FREEDOM 

AND INDEPE DENCE. WHAT WE HAVE WIT ESSED IN THE LAST DECADE IS A 
CONTI UATION OF THE STRUGGLE AND NOT 'STRUGGLE' FOR THE SAKE OF 
STRUGGLE' OR FOR SO E ALIEN IDEOLOGY. THOSE WWHO HAVE MADE ENORMOUS 
SACRIFICES TO SECURE NATIONAL FREEDOM HAVE BEEN MOTIVATED BY THE 

HILOSOPHY OF IRISH REPUBLICANISM WHICH IS THE PRODUCT OF SO E OF 
THE GREATEST THINKERS AND DOERS OF THE IRISH NATION. 

''WE NOTE WITH SATISFACTION THAT POPE JOHN PAUL HAS REAFFIRMED THAT 
'EVERY HUMAN BEING HAS INALIENABLE RIGHTS THAT MUST BE RESPECTED' 
AD THAT 'EVERY HUMAN COMMU ITY- ETHNIC, HISTORICAL, CULTURAL OR 
RELIGIOUS·- HAS RIGHTS HICH MUST BE RESPECTED'. WE JOULD ADD THAT 
THE NATION IS ANOTHER HUMAN COMMUNITY WHICH HAS THE SA E INALIENABLE 
RIGHTS. FOR EIGHT CE TURIES, AND ESPECIALLY DURING THE PAST 10 
YEARS, THE RIGHTS OF THE IRI H TION HAVE BEEN DENIED AND GROSSLY 
VIOLATED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND ITS ARMED FORCES. 

''PEACEFUL AND ON - VIOLENT EFFORTS TO WIN EVEN OVER A SMALL 
EASURE OF REFORM WITHIN THE BRITISH SYSTEM ITSELF WERE MET WITH 

THE OFFICIAL VIOLENCE OF THE ROYAL ULSTER CO STABULARY AND THE B 
SPECIAL CONSTABULARY. AMO G THE M.NY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OVER 500 
HOMES WERE BURNED AND THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES WERE FORCED TO FLEE IN 
AUGUST 1969. 

''NI E PEOPLE WERE KILLED ON ONE NIGHT. THIS AS FOLLOWED BY 
THE CURFEW ON THE LOWER FALLS AREA OF BELFAST IN JULY, 1970, WHEN 
FOUR UNINVOLVED CIVILIANS ~ERE .KILLED BY THE BRITISH ARMY. MATTERS 
CAME TO A HEAD ITH THE IMPOSITION OF INTERNMENT WITHOUT TRIAL BY 
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN AUGUST, 1971, A D TH~ SUBSEQUENT SYSTEM
ATIC AND IN - DEPTH TORTURE OF MANY PRISONERS - A PRACTICE WHICH WAS 
LATER CONDEMNED BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE EUROPEAN COURT 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS. NEW DEPTHS OF VIOLENCE WERE REACHED WHEN 17 INNOCENT 
PEOPLE ERE MURDERED BY BRITISH PARATROOPERS IN THE CITY OF DERRY 
AT A PEACEFUL MARCH AGAINST INTERNME T IN JANUARY, 1972. 

''WITH ALL OPPORTUNITIES FOR POLITICAL ACTION THUS DENIED TO THEM 
THE PEOPLE ORGANISED THtiR OWN PHYSICAL RESISTANCE TO BRITISH TERROR. 
THIS ACTION WAS TOTALLY IN KEEPING WITH THE TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN 
~SKSIAN; 9SITBRAIAGNTOfOMRB$lSTE9MBRE$SEO VI~~E BE'LfB~TRSS'T.SD 
'MEN OF VIOLENCE' SINN FEIN WOULD WELCOME CLARIFICATION AS TO 
WHETHER THIS TEACHING ON THE RIGHT TO RESIST, THE RIGHT TO RESORT 
TO LEGITIMATE REVOLT AND THE RIGHT TO ENGAGE I A JUST WAR HAS BEEN 
CHANGED. SUCH A CL RIFICATION IS OF THE UTMOST URGENCY BECAUSE OF 
ITS SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR SUBJECT AND EXPLOITED PEOPLES ALL OVER 
THE WORLD. · 



••DESPITE THE INTE SIFIC TION OF THE CO FLICT THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT 
· ~EXPLORED EVERY AVENUE TO SECURE JUST AND LASTING PEACE. THERE WAS 

AU !LATERAL TRUCE IN ARCH. 1972, WHICH ET ITH 0 RESPONSE FROM 
THE BRITISH 1 A BILATERAL TRUCE IN JUNE AND JULY, 1972, WHICH WAS 
EVENTUALLY THWARTED BY A COMBINATION OF THE ACTIONS OF THE BRITISH 

RMY A D AR ED LOYALISTS. A COURAGEOUS INITIATIVE BY REPRESENTATIVES 
F VARIOUS PROTESTANT CHURCHES AT FEAKLE, CO. CLARE, IN DECEMBER, 

; 974 WAS ET WITH POSITIVE RESPONSE BY THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT. 
DESPITE THE EFFORT BY THE DUBLIN GOVERNMENT TO WRECH THIS INITIATIVE 
AN UNILATERAL TRUCE WAS IMPLEMENTED OVER CHRISTMAS AND EXTENDED 
INTO THE EW YEAR. FOLLOWING DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH BRITISH 
GOVERN ENT REPRESENTATIVES A BILATERAL TRUCE WAS AGREED UPON HICH 
LASTED FOR OST OF 1975. EGOTIATIONS WITH THE BRITISH CONTI UED 
THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD IN ORDER TO DEVISE MEASURES FOR A BRITISH 
WITHDRAWAL FROM IRELAND. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT LOYALIST KILLINGS 
OF INNOCENT PEOPLE INTENSIFIED DURING THIS TIME WHILE THE BRITISH 
FORCES ALLOWED THEM FULL SCOPE. 

''THE NEGOTIATIONS FAILED BECAUSE OF THE INABILITY OF THE BRITISH 
GOVER MENT TO FACE THE STARK REALITY THAT COLONIALISM IN IRELAND IS 
A ANACHRO IS AND UST BE BROUGHT TO AN END. THE FAILURE OF THE 
TALKS WAS ELCOMED BY THE ESTABLISHMENT POLITICIANS, NORTH AND SOUTH, 
WHO HAD ENGAGED IN A FUTILE BRITISH- SPONSORED CONSTITUTIO AL 
CONVENTION WHICH WOULD SHORE UP THE TWO ARTIFICIAL STATES AND THUS 
PERPETUATE THEIR OWN POWER AND PRIVILEGE. THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS 
THAT THE POLITICAL PARTY ESTABLISHMENTS IN IRELAND, NORTH AND SOUTH, 
DO NOT WANT A BRITISH WITHDRAWAL. NEW POLITICAL ARRANGEME TS AND A 
NEW KIND OF POLITICS. 

''SINCE 1976, THE POLICIES OF BOTH BRITISH AND DUBLIN GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE BEEN TO 'SET ASIDE THE ORAL LAW IN THE INTERESTS OF SECURITY 
AD LAW AND ORDER', TO QUOTE POPE JOH PUAL, BY AN I TE SIFICATION OF 
REPRESSIVE MEASURES. THESE MEASURES HAVE PRODUCED BARBARIC 
BRISBi 69BD~~~6N8f 18 ~HSEGN,H~ ERNST $KEOIRJHTMEAR~EIRDTWBISBENITY 
CARDINAL 0 FIAICH HAS DESCRIBED AS 'ONE OF THE GREAT OBSTACLES TO 
PEACE IN OUR COMMUNITY' (AUGUST 1ST 1978). THE COERCIVE MEASURES BY 
BOTH GOVERNMENTS RESULTED IN THEIR INDICTMENT BY AMNESTY 
INTERNATIO AL IN THEIR PUBLISHED REPORTS OF SEPTEMBER, 1977, AND 
JUNE, 1978, AND EVEN BROUGHT ABOUT THE RESIGNATION OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE TWENTY-SIX COUNTY STATE IN 1976. 

''SINN FEIN WHOLEHEARTEDLY WELCOMES POPE JOHN PUAL'S HEARTFELT 
PLEA FOR 'TRUE PEACE FOUNDED UPON JUSTICE'. REPUBLICANS UNDERSTAND 
WELL THE URGENCY FOR A LASTING PEACE I IRELAND, SINCE THEY HAVE 
ENDURED GREAT SUFFERING. IN ADDITION TO THE DEATHS AND INJURIES 
1 ,000 MEN AND WOMEN HAVE SUFFERED IMPRISONMENT DURING THE PST 
DECADE ALONE AD THOUSANDS OF FA ILlES HAVE BEEN DEPRIVED OF HU AN, 
SOCIAL AND ECO 0 IC SECURITY. IT UST BE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE MAJOR 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ESTABLISHING JUST AD LASTING PEACE RESTS 
WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HOSE DENIAL OF THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE 
OF IRELA D TO SELF-DETERMINATIO IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF THIS CONFLICT. 

''IN VJE OF THE ORLD I TEREST NOW FOCUED ON IRELAND THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT AS A BOU DE DUTY TO DECLARE ITS INTENTION OF WITHDRAWING 
FRO IRELAND, TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND TO 
SELF-DETERMINATION, TO FREE PRISONERS-OF- AR AND THUS TO END THE AR. 
ITS LACK OF ACTIO HERE CO TRASTS SHARPLY WITH THE ONGOI G NEGOTIAT-
10 S ON ZIM AB E WHICH I CLUDE THE LEADERS OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

''THANKS TO POPE JOHN PAUL, WHO HAS EXHORTED US TO BE CONSCIOUS OF 
OUR ROOTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE, THE IRISH STRUGGLE FOR I DEPENDENCE 
IS NO MORE THAN EVER A LIVE, INTERNATIONAL ISSUE, EQUIRING URGENT 
RESOLUTION. TO ARDS THIS E D SINN FEIN WOULD WELCOME AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR DIRECT CONTACT ITH POPE JOHN PAUL, ~HOSE GENUINE INTEREST IN 
ACHIEVING TRUE PEACE BASED ON JUSTICE IS WAR LY APPRECIATED.'' 
• 

END OF MESSAGE 
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