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On instructions, I have as ed Mr. Staples, deputy head of the 
British Embassy, to call on me and this he did this morning. 
(Our instructions originated with the linister for Justic and 
wer confi d by the Taoiseach.) 

I told Mr. Staple that inisters here were surprised and 
cone rned at the reports which they h ve seen which, basing 

themselves on Mr. Atkins' press conferenc in Belfast on 
27 June, set out in d tail matters discussed in the context of 
Garda/RUC co-operation. Ministers here are of the opinion 
that disclosing the d tail of interpclice co-cpere.tic·n is not 
h lpf.ul to such co-operation and it is for this reason that 

such details have always in the past been regarded as 
confidential. I also r f rred to the embarrass nt that such 
disclosure gives r! e to and to the fact that it can make future 
discussions lt'lore difficult. Finally, I told r. Staples that 
we had no tish to carry the atter any further. (It had 
alr ady been discus ed briefly betw n the British Arnbasaddor 
and the Secretary.) 

Mr. Staples ade cl ar that there was no desire on the part 

of the S cr tary of Stat either to misr present or to 
embarrass Irish Ministers. He also referred to the tendency 

of journalists to select and distort what inisters said but 
said that there was no full record of what r. Atkins had said. 

Bowever, he left a transcript of Mr. Atkins tel vision 
interview, a copy of which is annexed. 
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On instruction , I have as ed l-ir. Staples, deputy head of the 

British Embassy, to call on and this h did this morning. 
(Our instructions origin ted with the .linister for Justic and 

er confi d by the Taoiseaeh.) 

I told Mr. tap le that inisters h re wer surpris d and 
cone med at the reports which they have s en which, basing 

thems lves on • r. Atkins' pres conference in Belf.ast on 
27 June, et out in detail matters discuss d in the context of 
Garda/RUC co-operation. inisters her are of th opinion 
that disclosing the detail of interpclice co-c.eraticn is not 
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such detail hav always in the past been regarded as 

confidential. I also r f r d to the embarrass nt that such 
disclosure 9'i ves ri e to and to the fnct that it can make future 
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w had no wi h to c rry the atter any further. (It had 
a1r ady been discus d briefly bet n the British AmbasaddDr 
and the S cretary.) 

Mr. Staples ade cl ar that th re as no desire on the part 

of the S cretary of Stat eith r to rnisr pr sent or to 
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of journ list to seleet and distort what ini t rs said but 
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I concluded the discussion by referring again to the fact 

that the disclosure of details, whether accurate or not, 

could conat~tutn <1 caust:l of etrbarrassment and 

i.nhibi t deYel-;,pT.'!entn in co-operation. 

we cxpact to cort.munic3te l·:itlt yot~ dJain sl.ortl~' about 

conveying to thP- Pritish a res~onse to the request, made by 

Mr. Ae~ins to Mr. Collins, for utual assistance during 

interrogation. The :res!"'onse wlll,of cour.ae, a.dd nothing 
to existing arr~ngornents. 
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I concluded the discussion by referring again to the fact 
that the dioclOBure of dotails, whether accurate or not, 
could conat:!.tuto Cl cause of eIrvarraSsl nt and 

inhlbi t de'\~elop!ilcnt!J in co-operation. 

We CXpGct to cOlnrnt,"licatc tdth yO\1 ,,',)ain sLortly about 

conveying to th~ ritish a re~pon8e to the request, made by 

Mr. ~~~ins to Mr. Collins, for mutual assistance during 
interrogation. The resronse will,of c ur.ae, add nothing 
to Qxisting arr~ng~~nts. 
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