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STATP~ BY THE TAOISEACH, I~. J. LYNCH, T.D. 

INTERVIE':• ON R.T.E., SUNDAY 9th JANUARY, 1973. 

The reaction to the straightforw"lrd and f3.ctual answers I gave 

to questions on Northern Ireland that were put to ma in a 

Radio interview on RTE 's "This Week" programme last Sunda'l, was 

surprising and unexpectad. 

On the subject of a possible amnesty, I m.:Xle it cle& to the 

interviewer that I was dealing with ~ hypothetic~ question and 

emphasised that ::mmesty or mitig.:!tion of scntances could be 

considered ·Jy th0 Gov-3rnment of the day exercisin~ their 

co1~Qctivq r~sponsibility only in circumstances Where violence 

and hostilities ceased and were not li~ely to bre~~ out afterwards. 

I want to ~hasise that rt¥ Government have 9i:ven no consideration 

to = amnesty foJ: ~yone, especially for those who h_ave. been convicteci 

of crimea of violence against the people or offences against the Statr 

The Government are camdttad to pursuing to the fullest possible 

extent those who are engagad in violence or other activitias for 

ill~al ~ subversive purposes. 
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•• On the subject o£ _..security 1 the conununique issued after my 

mGGting with the British Pri·:nc Hinister 1 Y..r. Callcghan 1 last 

S cpternbcr , said 

"The Taoise::lch and the Pr.L-nG 1inistGr Clnphasisod the 
importancu which thGy attached to s"'curity co-operation 
betwGGn the ~uthorities on the two sides of the 
Border and expressGd sutisf~ction ~t the degree of 
co-operation under the present arr<:41gements ". 

These arrantJcmcnts h vc not ch.:mgcd. Since w~ ~sum~d 

offic8, our security personnel -"'nd cquip:nent h ve 1)eGn 

considora'0ly incr\2:l.SOO. 

On power sharing, I said nothins new or nothing that did not 

reflect the stat~~ policies of British Governm~nts and 

Opposition over the last five ye~s and the policies of th"' 

Fi"'nn" F2.il and Coalition Governments in tho same period. 

To reiterate what is factucl and truthful is apparently 

considered unhelpful. I consider that to , o helpful in the 

situation that obtains in Northern Ir2land is to kGep it en 

proper pGrspective. 

I agr~e with the view express~~ by th~ Secretary:of State for 

Northern Ireland, ~x. Mason, th~t ~t last ye~'s meeting 

between Hr. Callaghun and myself, each Governincnt • s position wo.s 

vsta';)lishcd. Mr. C.:lll :-ghun and 11r. Nason .Zr.:.quently stat 

their Govcr~-nent•s position. In my interview mn Sunday, 

I was rcit~rating my Govermn~nt's position. 
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To paper over cracks can cause them to become chasms. 

I was being factuwl when I s i~ in th~ Radio intcrvi~w th t 

t my meeting on Septe.'itl:>cr 29th wit:1 11r. C<:llliJ.gl."l~n, I got 

from i.m " firm undcrt.;o.king t:1at tho .. :;!r\3 would .X? no 

' 1 - ..:l ' h h ' II a..::vo v=... Gov..Jrnmcnt w1t out pow0r-s ~1ng. Ia roying 

this on Sunday last I "'::.s rop.,J:::.ting •t~:nt I s.:J.i"' :!t a Pr<.;:;ss 

Confcronc~ in the Irish Emb~sy in London immcdi~tcly aft_r 

my t~ks with Mr. Call~gh~. Thor .... w:J.S a wid.:) 

rcnrcscnt~tion of 3ritish Press, Radio anJ Television 

present at that Press Conference. 

The f ollowin<; is wh<1t the Qsrcc'\1 com.--nuniquc of th "'lt n...:ctiniJ 

said o~ ~.:)VOlv~i government: 

"The Taoiseach welcomed the Prime Minister's 
stutement that the British Government's policy 
was to work towards a devolved system of Government 
in wbich all sections of the community could 
participate on .:.\ fair basis and in which the 
rights of all citizens are fully safeguarded". 
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meeting with !•ir. Callaghan I said: 

I obtained a firm a3surance from the Prime Minister 
that there was not a scintilla of a move towards 
integration. He was ernphctic in his view that 
the British people would not, in fact, agree 
to such a move". 

1 r. Lolyneaux, Leader of the Unionist l.P. s at · ;estrninster, 

mcy not have been aware of this when he said on television 

on I1ond.:1y that it wc:.s his informtJ.tion that I did not even 

raise "integration". My Dail st~tcr.1ent went o:-.1. to s'"'y: 

I w~s .:1lso happy to receive =rom the Prime 11inister 
the further c:.ssur'"'nce that it was and rem~ined the 
policy o~ the British Government to ha ve devolved 
Government with power-shuring in i~orthern Irel.::md 
and t~at there would be no devolved government 
without power-sharing" 

(Officiul Report Dail Dch~tes 1 2th Oct. 1977 
Col. 224). 

On the sa~e day in the Dail, in commenting on the st~tement 

<:md on the ugreed communique, the Leader of Fine Gael Party, 

Deputy Garret FitzGeral~ referred to a discussion he had 

with the Northern Ireland Secretary of Stat~ less than:. a month 
-

before the gen r:ll election whon, n 26th M y 1 "'.at, h"" 

"secured from him agrecm •nt tl1 t he would continue 
to make it cl.ear that the bdsic obj-=:ctiv\:! is that of 
i'l. c1evolvt.">d d~ecutj.ve· c;overnment b.J.Sed on power
sharing and that any interi.rn council that might be 

I ... 
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be esta~lished would be without significant 
executive powers and would be part of a two
stage process leading to self-government with 
power-sharing." 

~Vhen these statements were made and published only three 

short months ago there was no outcry such as we have 

seen in the l~st two days. 

I share the belief with the vast majority of Irish people, 

North and South, that the first priority must be to 

achieve peace in every part of our island. In order 

to achieve this end, it is of paramount importance,in 

the words of the communique of September 28th 1977, 

"to work towards u devolved system of Gov~rmnent 
in which all sections of the community could 
participate on a fair basis and in which the 
rights of all citizens are fully safeguarded". 

No progress can ever be made in containing violence and 

establishing peace if we al ~ys look for the mote in 

our neighbours eye and are continuously suspicious of his 

every utterance . 

• 
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